—— 2 : . þ * * TY - 22 5 22 " oy my - 
TTL, D 2 1 5 _— C 4 * a : 4 £ ” . 23 2 F 7 * * * ö a, g 1 155 
: . : 1 * ! + ? : P q o U * F . 9 - ö 4 


« ® 
% 
* 
* 

4 


* 


7 


* 
. 


*. 


VOLUMES. 
FLEMIN 


* 
: 
1 


= 
un. 
n 
3 


= 
* 
— 
— 
* 
— 


R 


. 
” 
— 
” 


* 


A 


A 


+ 
4 


N D O 


. N | 
| | | f : * % ? * . 
% N = 
5 225 i 2 
4 « * ( 
, - - | L i . ; 
$ . P , 
: O \ ſa) — N ; 
. 1 
- d . * * P 5 
> . * * 
% ; 2 | | 5 - 5 
? . 4 £ K : 
f : © | i 
. * O - ” f ; . ; : : 
- 1 . > * 5 O So , 1 4 : 
: a 1 , LR 1 — 
5 | : 4 , 4 * 5 G * 
. * * 
5 
" N 2 Z ; | | 
” — . 1 Py 2 3 = 
» ; * 'h * of 
7 — * F 8 fo | - 
Fi s 55. - ? £ N 
. ; „ - * 9 / 
: : : . \ ; 
a F 1 7 k 
I 45 4 * = 
N * : f 
- . ” . 
* : 7 4 f 
- # 4 
; 4 7 p 
* 7 * . £ = 
. 4 * 
* 
. 
- Fo U 


> 
* 
” » 
+ 
5 = 
* 
— 
* 14 
0 bh 
A 
' 
* 
, 
— 
NAS 
* 
* 
— 
. 
7 7 
x 
. 
$ 
WAS 
=" % 
4 d 1 
— , : 
. 


= 


* 


rn, 2 


* 


r 


FIRST VOLUME. 


00K. 5 
CHAP. I. 


HE hich Mi i/demeanour of being poor. The- 


Compaſſion of Pariſh Officers, and Charity of E 


7 foal Lady. _ and a Love Story. * K + 


CHAP. = 


Which contains little more than an Sa of a tabs 
_ Limb: An Infant reſcued Yeo Beggary : A.ſbort 


1, of Education, and the B innin e 
Aab, Malice. eee 


YE - CHAP. 


L Y 7 © d o - * . 
* s : "0 
S354 7 47 5 4 
. G . . #** x 
_ 1 % ; of » 4 . 
* * .* ky * * 
* s 
£ * 1 7 - 
s 4. . « * s U 
F * a . : : 5 ö t ” 
— . * — - 
i 0 4 * + ; * i 
To * * ff = ö — 
; 8 | . , 
q . | 5 4 - 
f.. 1M N þ q 
” o 1.4 : 
, * Si A 0 A . 
7 1 4 * 
a = . * : 
8 Þ , 4 : 6 
4 4 * r — 
* - 8 
bo . 1 N = p 
3 41 * : 5 - F 7 N * - 8 « 
5 : > ” . . 
e - 


# 8 0 N T E N T . 


— ö 


CHAP. m 


| 1 which is the 2 Jury id th. Brave, the Lach- s 


 Houſe-keeper. Page 3 


— 


CHAP, iv. 


— 


Lal, exemplified in the Charafter of Mrs. Judy. 33 a 


CHAP. v. e 


| The Machinationt „ Mrv. + Jos 3 our 92 ; 


With the Deftruftion * 4 ea 
F : 


CHAP. vi. 85 


Tbe Arrival 8 not in the le FE Bag. 


Barnes receives ſome Account e ber Parents 3 which 
Ds _ the How Judy. A e is 4 


1 


CONTENTS „ 


c HAP. vun. 


| Some Paſſages in the Life of honeft Joſeph, Mr. Se- 


wWouard'f Butler, The Converſation begun in the laſt 
- FN Chapter brought to a Concluſion, ' Page 45, 


- 


ſtbeus Judy*s Skill at plotting, which introduces a 
neu Cbaracter, who makes a conſiderable Figure in 
| this and ſome of the following Chapters. 50 


\ 


N CHAP, IX. 


* 


Pberu and Mrs. Judy 


ie 


Betty Barnes in the utmoſt Danger from a Villain 3. 
with ber Eſcape and Flight from the Houſe of the- 


Lady 


x. 


432ö 


Aſter mentioning ſome Matters relating go Mrs. Evans, 


The Lady Benſon: offended at Betty Barnes, from. 
the unfair Repreſentations of ber Ladyſbip*s * 


/ 


5 ; a 4 : . * / 
ay. 5 + i 2 R 8 N I, \ 2 
3 4 ö "WM 5 5 1 ' 
vi CONTENTS... 
WO / 3 
5 . x \, : þ- _ at & 
$9 N * 
bo . 
LY 


Ne oa La „ | 


4 farther — 'of the intended - N Fe bit 
+ ebildiſh Antagoniſts, with the ridiculous Mitfor- 
Tunes that 2 the bluflering Captain, and the 
A Conſolations of the ſage 36 Page 68 


_ 


e HAT fr 


E. 


Benſon Jome' Light into the Aﬀair? of the poor 
_ Fugitive, and other N not expetted by the 
© Reader. 72 


8 


10 HAP. £ i 


57 . fets out on ber 8 4 Piece of 
low Converſation ; 3 Impertinence, and ma- 


. , 4 
— # { * 

, 1 % * 

x ” „ 
1 * 
n 1 4 3.4 

Y 9 4 * | i * 

- 1 1 

— 
” ; o 
. 
_ » — 
* 
"_ 
F 


GON ENT - vi 


2 e eee 


Betty B Bases meets with more 2 Sls, 
Some Particulars relating to tbe Captain and Mrs. 
Judy; and the Behaviour of the latter at the Inn, 

5 ues Betty bad "gs We: 21 87 : 


c e oY 2 15 * 


Which dere Readers avill think dnl" Wtth to the 
| Leda | 71257 21BOK 


- 


CHAP. IV. 
9 5 which the young 1 oman's Huſbands tells their 947 


and poor Betty Barnes * the friendly Mr. 
_ Robinſon. | 790 5 106 


ee 
0 Is which is e a 0 e ply ts Complaiſa ance 
expoſes Betty Barnes to much Mortification ; and 


en Account of a ridiculous Accident that befel the 
talkative Tradeſwaman. * 20S 


CHAP, 


5 ? LS. 


. 


CONTENT 


CHAP, VI. 


In 0 Betty Barnes arrives at the End of ber 
Journey, and is belped by a Stranger to a Placa 
bol promiſes ben much Satigfactian. Page 120 


Cc HA. vn 
Betty Barnes finds all ber Hopes diſappointed, wh 
| ber Clothes, and is in Danger of much worſe Misfor- 


; © tunes; which ſhe eſcapes by a ſpeedy Flight. 124 


| Betty Barnes after leaving ber Place falls fick, and is 
reduced to great Diftreſs. A Word or two concern- 
ing Hoſpitals, ne I, 


- 


naar IN. 
Some further Account of Mr. Evans, with the Ra- 
ien of ther Journey and Stay at London. 133 


/ 


J 2 U i — - NF, 
*. N e y - 
* ; ; a f 
a n a 8 * A A # + , ; ' N 


— 


7 ; 
. YG K 
8 2 7 9 * g F * 1 
ET * F 7 
F 3 A es A . * ; 0 * 
% ; * 7 8 
N * — 


C H A P. X. 


Mrs, Evans“, Story continued. Ct F Page 136 
„„ hw, OY 
Betty Barnes regains ber Health, and goes to Ser- 
vice; but is obliged to leave ber Place by the cauſe- 
leſs Fealouſy of ber Miftreſs;  ' 141 


ti. th... Ml th 


Some Account of Betty Barnet ae Place; u le 
Hiftory of ber La h. 146 


* 


V 
% 


In which the Lady's Story grows more intereſting. „ 
"CH A 8 


4 . * N 5 
* * 0 * G ? 4 
4 ; _ A 
2 —— x p 
Fo EIU ITED Gp 
4 ». * 0 » « 
- A 5 ; * . 1 
3 „ te), 7 5 
o Py 3 © 


2 3 
- 4 1 


. 1 
* 


- 5 . * 8 * : . . FX 
x =" K, ; a S 5 3 1 ; y * . FF Ad 4 
i 2 F3 12 8 L: 5 . ES ; 0 
47 * 5 4 3 8 7 > = " 1 
Ty : * 32 ; f . 4. 4 

N * . 9 : : IS "3k _ a V's 4 . 
L * 4 3 SR + 1 y S : . . The by 
2 : P 87 - 4 m 8. be : * L . x : * 

. . : 5 2 4 \ TP l = 1 1 4 


5 
: 4 \ 8 , 
- 7 bh Y , 
. 2 _ 
1 % ho , 4 C 
4 £ 4 
> 5 „ * 
„ » f - 


. £ p 
; „ 
E = 4 1 
. 
. 4, *% at 8 OY 4 
" Fo ; A 5 
— 5 4 : £29 28 * * 5 
SO. . NT 
. * E232 40 5 ** nee. - av + K. 
8 ö * n * ; | 
ö a . . 8. . 9 A” N 
1 3 h * n «WF 1 , 
* . » ; ö 
r - * * * * 
a y % , " 
5 790 ; ; | WO * ; \ 
. 2 2 « : 6 ” *% - 5 
K "oy K+ pr gn; * . <Q , F 
* ; * * 7 * 228 * * ” 
: . Fe ; n r A N r 
, ATR bo Oo ie ff A at PERS) | 
, q = WR I TSS k — ww 3 
. 44 v3. 3 5 : a « 


be Concluſion of Miſs Aſkew's Story, who is re- 
| : duced, by the Perfidy of ber Lover, to the Extreme 
| of all buman Wretcheqneſs, Page 158 


* 


| Contains aber may, perhaps, offend ſome Readers, 
| nd be laught at, as improbable, by others, 163 
tm NR 
Recommended to the Peruſal of all Servants, as con- | 
. taining the Spirit of Kitchen Converſation. 173 


| 5 1 „ | 7 
Fx CHAP. 2V& 
o * which Betty Barnes uneupectedly meets with 


1 ene of ber Fellow-travellers in the Perſon of ber 
ne Miſtreſs. CE Ka 


i 


* 
DLL _ 5 
mo , , 

* 


5 a CHAP. | 


% 


JB 


; CONT BN r 4 


ene vn. 


1 Betty Lover explains bs Reaſon of bis 1 Mile, 


a offers to maintain ber without Servitude, which 


r.. Robinſon gives Betty * a 8 ; 


and a. Perſon is introduced, with whom the Reader 


fs ow. - ye OT * 5 | 
| c 10 A P. vm. 
1 receives a Propoſel of Marriag Ars: one much P 17 
ber Superior, 15 pk 189 | 
* H A „ „ 


will Joorth be better acquainted. 1 194 | 


CHAP. X. 


De Story if an 1 young LO which, if read 


in Connection with the. foregoing Chapter, "will nei- 


Lr be Tas ee nor il Placed, 197 


CHAP. Xl. 


Betty Str 6 e e Sim dee 175 Pte IE 
and Miſtreſs. The Duſting of a Livery Froct, and 


uber * N curious and CATION 202 


CHAP.) 


* 


CHAP. XII. 


e M. 17 le te for Relief by ber own 
; Daughter, who is . to be turned out of 
Doors, 5 | 5 Page 208 


CHAP. XII. 


The Hiſtory of Captain Milner and bis Lady. 212 


THE 


5 
* 
N 
— ac 
* 7 5 „ 
0 13 1 * 
— * — 
— — 


T. H E 


= 
* 2 . . * s 7 
I d 
1 , F ; a 75 
* ** « h 2 
- . * . 
5 % ; 
Y * R . 
- ö » 4 75 ; e 6 - q ; ; 1 — a 
„ i N 33 ; N F i * , : 
R I P 4 * * n - 
A 15 : N 5 : ak * . 
4 7 * a : 2 g l —_ : % : 
. c N ; — 
* x © 4 Tn : * F 7 . . 
; | 12 ; . - 
1 £ - 0 . 
R . by 5 * , 1 
4 2 - 7 5 * . r * 
, * 8 4 a ; 
” » if R * * 
. P % | 5 * 
n 5 . * * - ; 


30 


4 - 4 « * * 
— 5 N . £ * N - 5 N 
4 4 . 1 . c 
£ A 0 x 
: 5 ; « 7 N : » - 
. [1 . 5 . . 
a * 1 1 3 ; : * - * 1 405 
5 a 1 A - * 1. z P . 4 / 
3 7 5 . * F - b of * 
. a 
| | _ gy f | . 
ts _— : . . 4 I 
o * 0 4 { a N 4 * = 5, 
f - F . z 1 7 q = V 5 
' f 5 % | . 0 ; 


> * 
- 7 ? - 


= 0.0K". * 


FOLLETT. TY 0 


The bigh. Miſdemeanor of being poor. | The Com- | 


paſſion of Pariſh Officers, and Charity of a fine 


Lady. A Birth, nd Death, and 4 Love Sfory. 1 


4 


a Barn. But her unhappy Father 


obliged to leave his Wife when big with Child. 


+ * 


'Y - Heroine has neither Birth nor Titles 
to render her illuſtrious ; ſhe was the 
Child of a labouring Man in a little Vil- 
lage in 'Yorkſbire. If Honeſty and Benevolence of 
Heart could have exempted this poor Family |: 
from the © worſt of Misfortunes, ſhe had not 
drawn her firſt Breath in ſo ey a Flace as, | 
rn. her, being we 
enough to be bound for a worthleſs Brother, was 


This N 
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- BY The His Tory of 
This poor Creature, the humane, the com- 
paſſionate, the tender-hearted, Officers of the Pa- 
riſn, fond of imitating their Betters in great Towns, 
drove from her Habitation, alledging that as ſhe 
had not been there a Year, ſhe had no Right to 
become chargeable, In vain did ſhe plead the |} 
Impoſſbility, of her travelling in that Condition; 
they inſiſted on her Removal. | ED | 
Thus diſtreſſed ſhe was forced to attempt a 
Journey of thirty Miles to the Place where her 
- Huſband. was born; but before ſhe had, with 
' weary Foot-Steps, half accompliſhed the Taſk, 
Nature's ſtrongeſt Pains obliged her to ſtop. As 
no Houſe would receive her, ſhe with much Im- 
portunity gained Leave of the Servants of a Man of 
Fortune to lie in the Barn; here ſhe experienced, 
for the firſt Time, ſince the Departure of her 
Huſband, ſomething of the Humanity of her 
Fellow-creatures, the good Women, who were 
making Hay for the Squire, being all ready to aſſiſt 
ber, and in Spight of all her Sorrow and Fatigues 
ſhe was delivered of a fine Girl, who is the Subje& 
of the following Hiſtor xxx. . 
On the Birth of this Child, the good natured 
Creatures who had themſelves contributed to help 
the poor Woman, applied, by the Medium of her 1 
Maid, t Mrs. Seward, the Squire's Lady, for 2 
ſoſe ſmall Aſſiſtance; but they were repulſed with | 
great Diſdain: Vet this did not proceed from b 
* the good Lady's being altogether void of Compaſ- = tl 
ſion, it having been obſerved ſhe had been exceed- tl 
ing kind to a Footman who lay Jong under a Con- h 
ſumnption, of. which he was taken ill ſoon after he ti 
came into. the Family. However, tho” the Miſ- g 
treſs was not to be moved in Fayour of this ο,ỹ p 
. eyery Servant in the Hauſe gave her |. 8. 
VVV ſomething, | 
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BETTY BARNES. | 8 
ſomething, and the Mother and Child ſeemed to 
be in a fair. Way of doing well, when unhappily 
the Cries of the Infant-reached the Ears of Mr. 
Seward the Maſter of the Houſe, who had been ab- 
ſent till the third Day after his Birth, 

This Gentleman inquiring of a Servant who 
attended at Breakfaſt the Reafon of this unuſual 
Noife, was, anſwered in the following Manner : 

6 Oh Sir ! it is a poor Creature's Child in our - _ 
Barn ; it was born- there but laſt Saturday; the | 
Maids ſay it is the ſweeteſt Baby that ever was £1 
ſeen ; but I don't wonder at that, for I am ſure 
the Mother, though ſhe was ſick when I ſaw her, 
put me in Mind of the Angel in the Picture I have 

heard your Worſhip praiſe ſo much.” Artleſs as 

this Deſcription may ſeem, it was not given with- 
out Deſign ; for as the Speaker had been an old 

Servant in the Family, he knew his Maſter was 

no Enemy to a pretty Woman, tho' to obtain a 

conſiderable Fortune he had choſe for his Spouſe 

a Lady very little beholden to Nature for her ex- 

terior Charms. It was to revenge this Lady's i 

Inhumanity, that he thus painted the forlorn In- | 

habitants of the Barn. e 
Scarce had he uttered the Word ANGEL, 

when he beheld the meagre Pac: of his Miſtreſs 

covered, not with a crimſon Bluſh, but with a 

Kind of Orange tawney. He would not have 

been ſuffered to have compleated the Sentence, if 

the Redundancy of her Paſſion had not prevented * 

the ſpeedy Expreſſion of it; however, as ſoon as 1 

her Words could get Vent, he was called an imper- 1 

tinent Fellow, a Ringleader of all Diſorder, tid to 

get out of the Houſe ; for that the Example of ſo 

prophane a Wretch was enough to ſpoil the beſt, 

Servants upon Earth; ſhe added, Is it not ſuf-\ + 
Ew: on B42 e 
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Gcient that you have played upon the Weakneſs of | 


your Fellow-ſervants in Favour of your Drab and © | 


aſtard,. for ſuch I make no Doubt they are, but 
you muſt be ſtuffing your Maſter's Ears and mine 


with the fulſome Praiſes of your Angel, as you 
wickedly call her; but I am reſolved ſhe ſhall be 
no longer harboured in any Place where I am Miſ. 


treſs.” It was to no Purpoſe that Mr. Seward 


| pleaded in Favour of the poor Wretch ; the whole 


Houſe was filled with Noiſe and Tumult, the La- 
dy's Virtue was alarmed, and ſhe had too much 


Delicacy to think with any Degree of Patience of 
a Whore's having been delivered in any Place 


belonging to her or her Huſband, - LATE 
Suſan, the Maid, who firſt ſpoke in. Behalf of 


wee lying-in Woman, did not go without her 


Share of ſchooling, in the Midſt of which, her 


Lady took Care to inform her, with as much Cer- 


tainty as if the Woman herſelf had told her ſo, 
that Joſeph, was the Father, of the Baſtard. Now | 
this ſame Jeſepb, having been in the Family ever ſince . 


he was a Lad of fourteen, had ſaved a round Sum 


of Money, which had made him be looked upon 


with Eyes of Affection by each ſucceflive upper 


Maid the laſt ſeven Years; but Mrs. Suſan, whom 
her Miſtreſs had tought from London, was the only 
one who had found the Way to touch his Heart ; 


nay he cnly waited the Death of an old Man of 


ninety-three who rented a pretty Farm of the 
Squire, to be united to her by indiſſoluble Bonds. 
udge then what ſuch an Aſſertion muſt produce 


in the Mind of this young Woman; ſhe was in 


the firſt Tranſports of her Rage ready to engage 


with her Miſtreſs in any Scheme for the Removal 


of the unhappy Wretch, whom ſhe now looked 


upon as her Rival, All Charity, all Pity for her 
/ diſtreſſed Circumſtances were ſwallowed up in the 


' _ dearer 


BETFY BARNES. — 5 
dearer Intereſts of her own Heart. Thus anima- 
ted, ſhe was prevailed, upon to apply, without 
- mentioning her Miſtreſs's Name in the Affair, to 
a neighbouring Juſtice of the Peace for a Paſs to 

_ convey her out of the Reach of her Lover. 
This ſhe (eaſily obtained, and the miſerable 
Mother muſt have been ſeparated from her help- 
leſs Infant, and in her preſent Weakneſs have 
undertaken a Journey of fifteen Miles, had not the 
Compaſſion of a Woman, who had a little Houſe 
in the Village, prevented it. Thither ſhe was car- 
ried, after Security. had been given by the friendly 
Widow, that in Caſe of the Death of her Gueſt, 
ſhe would be at the Expence of her Funeral. 
There was a good deal of Reaſon foy this Precau- 
tion, ſince the firſt Notice ſhe received of her Re- 
moval and Parting from her Child, a Stroke which 
ſhe did not expect, threw her into a violent 
huyſteric, Fit, out of which ſhe was with Difficulty 
recovered; and this was followed by a high Fe- 
ver. When this News was brought to the Squire's 
Houſe, the poor Girl who had been the Cauſe of 
her Removal felt the moſt lively Remorſe; to 
which, no doubt, the diſtant and cool Behaviour 
of her Lover, had not a little contributed. This 
honeſt Butler had been informed of the Hand Suſan 
had in the Affair, tho' he was quite a Stranger to 
her Motives; ſhe, therefore, to ſatisfy the Re- 
proaches of her own Heart, naturally tender and 
cempaſſionate. and .to regain the Favour of her 
future Huſband, determined to make the poor ſick 
Woman all the Reparation in her Power., 
Suſan therefore having gained Leave of her La- 
dy to be abſent, went to the Houſe of the charita- 
ble Widow, where the firſt Sight that ſtruck her 
Eyes made her almoſt relapſe into her former 
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E The HIS TOR of 
Rage; it was no other than Mr. Fo/eph the Butler 
wiping his Eyes and coming out of the Door ſhe 
entered; they paſt each other without ſpeaking, 
but as Zo/eph had many good Qualities beſides that 
ſubſtantial one already mentioned, this young 
Woman really loved him, and was unable any 
longer to diſſemble her Uneaſineſs ; ſhe therefore 
durſting into Tears, aſked him what ſhe had done 
that he would not ſpeak to her? To this he repli- 
ed, © diſtreſſed the miſerable.” IT his laconic An- 
ſwer produced a Reply that brought them to an 
Explanation. They went both back into the 
HFouſe, where the Girl excuſed, as well as ſhe could, 
the Step ſhe had taken, and frankly owned the 
Motive; and Fo/eph, after having affored her that 
he never had ſeen the Woman till the Day before 
the Birth of the Child, and that he only praiſed 
her, to be even with his Lady for her Cruelty, 
and to engage his Maſter to aſſiſt her, informed 
her that he came then by the Order of Mr. Sew- 
ard to bring her ſome Relief; but that he found 
the poor Creature light-headed, raving for her. 
dear Huſband to come and deliver her out of the 
Hands of ſome People, who, ſhe ſaid, were carry- 
ing her to Priſon. 'This Pity-moving Sight, was, - 
he ſaid, the Cauſe of the Tears he was endeavour- 
ing to conceal, when he faw her at the Door. 
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Juſt at this Time the Woman of the Houſe was 

looking in a Bundle belonging to her Gueſt, for 

ſome Neceſſary for the Child, when a little Parcel 

dropt out of it on the Floor, which her Curioſity 

made her open; ſhe found in it a Letter in which 
was wrapt a Lock of Hair and a ſmall bit of Silver. 
This the brought down to the Lovers who were 

in the lower Room. The Letter Siſan eagerly 
FV Oh ſnatched | 
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BETTY BARNES. 7 
| ſnatched out of her Hand, hoping to have all her 
; Doubts cleared up, The Contents were as follows, * 


My dear Betty 5 N 
% Have, I thank God, got ſafe to London, and 
have entered myſelf as a Sailor on Board 
„one of his Majeſty King George's Ships. Iam 
© to have twenty-three Shillings and Six-pence a 
„ Month, and Jam told I can give you Will and 
« Power to receive two Months Pay out of fix, 
* while I am beyond Sea; ſo that I hope my dear 
„„ Wife and Child will not be ſo unhappy as I 
„ feared, If it ſhall pleaſe God to blefs my Endea- 
* yours, we ſhall ſtill look up with Comfort, when 
5 perhaps our mercileſs Creditor may himfelf want 
„ that Pity he refuſed to us. I durſt not, my 
| © Dear, ſend you Word where I am, left thi ſhoald 
6 fall into bad Hands, and I believe I riced not tell 
you that I am for ever, 1 
| Thy affectionate Huſband, 8 K I 


This Letter entirely removed from the Breaſt ' 
of Suſan all Remains of Suſpicion, and. as her 
Fears for the Intereſt of her Heart decreafed, her 

Pity for the unhappy Cauſe of theſe Fears was rai- 

ſed in Proportion, This ſhe ſhewed- by cateſſimg 
the Child, to whom the promiſed. to ſtand God-. 
mother, and by adding to what was fent by her 
Maſter for the Support of the ſick Mother: but 
this unfortunate Woman was ſoon paſt all Relief ; 
for ſhe died the next Day, leaving her helpleſs Inn 
fant to the ungentle Care of a Pariſh Nurſe, ' | 

The two honeſt Servants did not forget the 
Child, but as they were not in Circumſtances to -. 
maintain her, they contented themfelves with 
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4 anſwering for her at the Font, and however im- 
probable it may ſeem, firmly reſolved- to-fulfil the 
Obligation they there laid themſelves under, when 
ſhe ſhould arrive at Years fit for Inſtruction. 

They called her Elizabeth after her Mother; but 
as they were unacquainted with the Name of her 

Father, they gave her that of BARNES, alluding 

8 the Place of her Birth. Ws. | 


CHAD AM 


Which contains little more. [than an Account of a 
broken Limb: An Infant reſcued from Beggary : 
A ſhort Sketch of Education, _ the r 
e an old Maid Aualice. | 


SHALL, not, like moſt 8 3 
entertain my Readers with the liſping Wit 
or dawning Beauty of my Infant Heroine, but 
ſhall paſs over the firſt four Years of her Life, | 
only telling you in general, that ſhe was a fine for- 
ward Girl, and tho' much Sun-burnt, far from 
diſagreeable. She was juſt entered into her fifth 
Year, when ſhe and ſeveral other Children who 
were nurſed by the ſame Woman, went a little 
Way out of the Village into the High-road,.as had 
. been their Cuſtom every fine Day ſince they were 
able to walk, to raiſe Contributians ; - not hy 
Sword or Piſtol you may believe, but by the more 
Harmleſs Artillery ef Supplication and Tears, This 
Leſſon they were early taught, as their Nurſe dai- 
ly found the Benefit of her Precepts. It was in 
the Exerciſe of this laudable Employment of Beg- 
ging that our little Laſs met with a happy Mister 
. 
As ſhe and a Boy bet her own Age were "OY 3 
gling for ſome Hall-pewes | that had been thrown | 


74 | IEA from 5 


BETTY BARNES _ 9 


from a Coach that was juſt paſt by, ſhe fell down, 
and being hurt by the Fall, was unable to get out 
of the Way of another Coach, Time enough to 
prevent her receiving a Kick from one of the 
Horſes that laid her ſenſeleſs. There was in the 


Coach a Lady whoſe Name was Ben/on, the Wi- 


dow of a Baronet of an ancient Family, and a 
young Sea-officer, her Nephew. The Gentleman 


immediately got out to the Aſſiſtance of the Child, 


whom he brought into the Coach, bleeding and 


without Motion. The Lady ſent one of her Ser- 


vants into the Village to ſeek for a Surgeon ; but 
alas | none lived there; frighted at the Danger 
ſhe. believed the little Creature to be in, ſhe could 
think of no Method ſo adviſeable as that of taking 

her to her own Seat, which was about three Miles 
off. 'Thither they carried her, where, after be- 
ing blooded and having her Head dreſſed, which 


was much bruiſed by her Fall, ſhe came to her- 


fett 15 | 

They then found by her Complaint,*that the 
Hurt ſhe received by the Horſe was in one of her 
Legs, which was broke, and ſhe would have been 
infallibly killed, if the. Defcent of the Road had 
not thrown her forward out of the Way of. the 
Coach. When her Leg was ſet and dreſſed, the 
next Care of this good Lady was to ſend a Man 


'  tvenquire for the Parents of her little Gueſt, who 


could only inform her that her Mammy was called 


| Goody Curton. On being aſked, if ſhe had any 


Brothers or Siſters, ſne anſwered, «© Oh yes, 
Tommy Whitlock and Sammy Jones the Boy that. 
* threw me down, and little Jemmy Smith are all 


© my Brothers, and a little Baby that has never a 


Name is my Siſter,” 3 PL 
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T his odd Account was explained by the "WER 
Maid, who cry'd out, “I'll be hanged, Ma'm, if this 
e is not ſome Pariſh Baſtard, Ithought ſo as ſoon 

C as I ſaw her, ſhe has ſuch a mean Look,” To this 
„ her Lady only ſaid, that if that was the Caſe, the 
r Child was to be. pitied. No Doubt of that 
Ma'm, returned Mrs. Judy, but you will not-let 
the little Wretch ſtay in the Family till her 
„% Leg is well, will you ?” © Why not, Judy? 
6 Becauſe, Ma? m, I think it will be a Sort of 
«© Encouragement, for ſuch a good Lady as you are 
© known to be, to have ſuch a Creature in the 
«© ſame Houſe with you,” * I can't be of your 
Mind, Judy,“ returned the Lady; © for I 
4 think Hardneſs of Heart, and Unfeelingneſs of 
- © the Diſtreſſes of our Fellow-creatures, are 
Crimes of as black a Dye, as to that which 
4 perhaps this poor Baby owes her Birth; and as 
_ © the Child would not probably have been hurt, at 
_ & leaſt not by a Horſe of mine, had not Providence 
„é made a kind DiſtinQion in my Favour, I ſhould, 
J think, but ill deſerve that DiſtinQion, if I did 
3 © not endeayour to alleviate the Misfortune I was 
_ -* unvillingly the Cauſe of.” This Reaſoning was 
0 . r from being reliſned by the Lady's Woman, 
but as ſhe feared diſobliging her Miſtreſs, ſhe 
made no Anſwer; 
The next Morning Goody Gurton came to Lady 
. Benſon's Houſe, and informed her of all ſhe knew 
wy concerning the Child ; which was only, that ſhe 
[ was born in *Squire Seward's Barn, and put by 
the Pariſh to her to nurſe, This Confirmation of 
her Suſpicion made the virtuous Mrs. Judy triumph 
not a little in her own Sagacity. 
The Knowledge of this poor Infant's unhappy 
| Circumſtances did not in the leaſt make the Lady 
1 | : | Benſon 
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Benſon regret her Care, ſo far from it, tho* the 
Nurſe would gladly have eaſed her Ladyſhip from 
the Trouble of ſuch a Gueſt, and the upright 
Mrs. Fudy ſeconded her Requeſt, yet ſhe configned 
the Child to the Care of her Houſe-keeper, re- 
_ ſolving to keep her in the Family, and to give her 
an Education that would enable her to get her 
Living without being a Vagabond, or at beſt a a 
meer Drudge, which muſt have been the Caſe, 
if ſhe had been ſuffered to return with her Nurſe, , 
and continued at the Expence of the. Pariſſi. . 4 
I ſhould, like my Brother- Writers, tell you, 
that it was ſomething peculiarly taking in the 
Face, the Prattle, or the Air of this poor Orphan, 
that influenced the Lady in her Favour; but as 
her Ladyſhip never mentioned the Motive, I am 
apt to believe it intirely proceeded from her Hu- 
e Eres Benevolence of Heart, But to prok | 
CES): -- | a 
The Perfon who had now the Care of our little 
Girl, ſo-faithfully diſcharged her Truſt, that the 
Bandages were ſcarcely thrown off from her. lately 
broken Limb, before ſhe was diveſted of all the 
Ruſticity and ill Habits ſne had contraQed in the 
Company. of her ragged Companions. Nor did 
the Care of this worthy Houſe-keeper ſtop here, 
for ſlie taught her little Scholar (who learnt with 
the greateſt Facility) to read, to work, and even 
to play, mixing all her uſeful Leſſons of Inſtruc- 
tion, with what is moſt apt to delight the Mind 
of; a Child:; the Fox, the Ape, and the Aſs all 
contributed ſomething towards her Education, by. 
opening her Mind; or as Thompſon elegantly ex- 
pPreſſes it, © By teaching the young Idea how to 
| | No 


No Wonder that a Mind naturally docile ſhould _ 
make a ſurpriſing Progreſs with ſuch an Inſtruc- 
treſs ; ſhe was hardly ſeven Years old, before ſhe 
could read with Propriety; a Qualification that 
made her, who was before only an Object of-Pity, 
foon be looked on with Complacency by her kind 
Benefactreſs, to whom ſhe frequently had the Ho- 
nour to read, an Honour at that Time her young 
Heart was but little ambitious of, as it was chiefly 
in Works of Morality or Religion that ſhe was 
employed, and indeed it coſt Mrs. Evans, the 
Houſe-keeper, ſome Pains to reconcile her Pupil to. 
this Part of her Duty; but if the Taſk was irk- 
| ſome, the Applauſe that ſometimes attended the 
Performance was a Recompence, to which, young 
as ſhe was, ſhe. was by no Means inſen ſible. Theſe 
Marks of Favour did not a little irritate Mrs. Judy, 
the Lady's Woman, againſt poor Betty Barnes, 
whom ſhe honoured, whenever ſhe was out of the 
Hearing of her Miſtreſs and Mrs. Evans, with the 
Title of Beggar's Brat, and every Epithet of Con- 
tempt; but this ſne was amply made Amends for 
in. the kind and tender Care of her dear Mrs, 
Goans, who neglected Nothing in her Power to 
promote her preſent and future Happineſs, - This 
excellent Woman had ſeen the World, apd had 
learnt in the School of Adverſity the juſt Value 
that ought to be ſet on human Favour; a Leſſon 
which is taught in no other Academy upon Earth. 
But as ſhe makes a conſiderable Figure in our fu- 
rhe Trent (+ ſhall give you ſome of the Particu- 
wife, which I ſhall reſerve for the Sub- 


esc of the next Chapter. 5 
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1. hich is the Hi 2 of Mrs. Evans, the ; Lady's s 
| Houſo-heeper. 


RS. Evans was the Daughter of a =" | 
chant in London, and had been broughtup at 

the ſame Boarding-School with the Lady ſhe now 
| ſerved ; at the Age of ſeveniden ſhe was ſo weak 
as to marry one of her Father's Clerks, unknown 
to her Parents, who, tho? this was, perhaps, the 
only Inſtance in which. ſhe had given them the 
leaſt Cauſe of Offence, were irreconcileable. Her 


| Mother dying ſoon after her unfortunate Marri- 


age, her Father, that he might, I ſuppoſe, keep 
his Daughter's Folly in Countenance, took to 
Wife his own Servant, who induſtriouſly kept up 
her Huſbands Reſentment againſt his Child. This 
was but the beginning of her Misfortunes, She 
had lived about two Years in a mean, but decent 
Manner, with this Huſband, for whom ſhe had 
loſt the Favour of all her Friends, he having only 
a Place of about Sxty Pounds a Year. By him 
ſhe had one Child, when, in his Abſence, .a 3 | 
ter was brought by an elderly Woman, who ſeem- 
ing extremely uneaſy, and aſking ſeveral Queſti- 
ons concerning the Child: which Mrs. Evans held 
in her Arms, raiſed the Curioſity of this terrified 
Wife to ſuch a Pitch, that, contrary to her uſual 
Cuſtom, ſhe opened the Letter, which the Wo- 
man, who bad not yet gone out 'of the, Hopſe, had 


157 hef; but 125 can deſcribe the. een oth A 


with which this poor young Lady was 
My 10 | FOR: the Contents! —_ were as 
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Dear William, | 1 
1 OUR long Silence fills me with Won- 
I der and with Grief;;. what, not one Hour 
to ſpare | ſure you might, at leaſt, let me have 
the Pleaſure of knowing you were well, tho” far 
divided from me; I fear your Uncle at London was - 
only a Pretence for leaving a Wife, whoſe Fond- 
neſs was become a Burden to you: Oh: that my 
Fears may be without Foundation]! but Mrs Me- 
Bray told Mrs. Fane, our Miniſter's Siſter; that ſhe - 
had ſeen you with a young Lady in Mourning, 
and that you was in Mourning too; but ſure, . 
O ſure, my deareſt Billy can't be ſuch a Villain— + 
yet if it was, your Siſter, why was I kept ignorant 
that I had a Siſter! In ſhort my Mind is in ſuch 
cruel Suſpznce, that my Mother has taken this 
long Journey to give me Eaſe or Death; for I: 
think, tho* I have ſupported your Abſence- 
for three tedious Years, the Knowledge of your 
Falſhood would ſoon put an End to the Life of her, 
who is, let who will bear the Title, your faithful, 
affectionate, and lawful Wife,” : 


This was a Stroke that not all her Prudence, 
not all her Fortitude could enable her to bear 
without the moſt bitter Complaints. She had ſunk 
from a State of Affluence to meer Neceſfarles, 
with Reſignation, with Courage; but Infamy ſhe 
was by no Means prepared for; yet this muſt de- 
fervedly be her Portion, if ſhe continued to live 
with a Man who ſhe knew was under the moſt ſo- 
lemn Engagements to another, before fhe Had teen 
kim; but to whom ſhall the miſerable fly ? She 
had no Father's Houſe open to receive her; there 
| 8 . triumphed | 
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triumphed a mean, proud, cunning Step-mother. 
Her dear, her only Child, what would become of 
him, ſhould ſhe leave this unworthy Man who was 
no more her Huſband ? Agitated by theſe affliting 
Thoughts, ſhe had juſt given Vent to a violent 
- Burſt of Tears when he entered the Room, and 
in a Tone that made her tremble, aſked the Rea- 
ſon of her daring toopen' his Letters. To this the 
reply*d, that ſhe had paid dear for her Curioſity ; 
but if ſhe had known that ſhe had ſo little Right 
to do it, ſhe ſhould not have taken that Liberty. 
He made no Anſwer, but ſullenly left the Houſe ; 
to which he did not return for ſeveral Days, leav- 
ing this poor afflifted Lady in the utmoſt Diſtreſs : 
For, notwithſtanding the dreadful - Situation to 
which he had brought her, ſhe loved him with un- 
bated Fenderneſs; however guilty, he was' ſtil 
the Father of her Child, of her dear Boy, for 
whom her Fears were greater than they were for 
herſelf. at the Time of his Birth. However he at 
length returned; but on her refuſing to admit him 
any more to her Bed, he grew outrageous, upbraid- 
ed her with having no Fortune, and with the ill 
Uſage he had' received from her Father, on his 

Application to him After their Marriage. She 
bore this with the utmoſt Patience ; reſolving to 
endure all he could'infli, rather than the more 
pungent. Torments of a ſelf. condemning Conſci- 
ence. In vain did he try Threatenings, Promiſes, 
and Indearments ; ſhe continued ſtill to purſue the 
Track of Virture, however ſteep and thorny the 
Path. At length he finding it impoſſible: to ſur- 
mount what he called her romantic. Scruples, after 
having made a Bill of Sale to a Broker of all his 
Moveables, left her and her Infant Son, with no 
more than five Guineas and wann, 5 

ä | | | | a 
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ſmall Value ; ſhe having been. obliged to part 
with her Watch and a fine Pair of Ear-Rings 
in- the firſt Months of her Marriage, to maintain 
herſelf and this cruel ungrateful Man before: he 
could get Employment. Thus was ſhe bereft of 
all Reſource but her Confidence in Heaven, and a 
more than common Share of Fortitude, juſt as ſhe 
entered into her twentieth Year. All ſhe ſuf- 
fered for herſelf fell infinitely ſhort - of what ſhe 
felt from her Apprehenſions of what might be the 
Fate of her dear Boy, whoſe little innocent Sport- 
| ings ſerved now only to increaſe her Grief. - 
In this Extremity, ſhe recollected a Perſon who 
had lived with her own Mother as a Servant, when 
ſhe was a Child, and who had a Siſter in the Ser- 
vice of the City-Recorder's Lady; to this Siſter 
_ſhe went, to enquire for the Woman the wanted; 
whom, by her Information, ſhe found in a little 
megn Houſe in Wapping, ſurrounded by four ſmall 
Children. Her Huſband, who was a Sailor, was 
at that Time ſick, ſo that inſtead. of receiving that 
_ © Conſolation ſhe ſo much wanted, ſhe participated 
in the Grief of this poor Woman, and out of the 
little ſhe had left contributed ſomething towards 
her Support. Here ſhe lived near two Years, and 
maintained herſelf and her Infant by working at her 
Needle, and diſpoſing of ſome rich Cloaths which 
had been her Mother's, and which, in Compli- 
ance with her dying Requeſt, had been ſent to her 
by her Father ſoon after her Death. It is hardly 
poſſible to deſcribe with what Firmneſs, with 
what Dignity, if I may be permitted the Expreſ- 
ſiong ſhe bore this cruel Reverſe of Fortune: Here 
were no mean Repinings at the Bounty of Provi- 
dence beſtowed upon others, no bitter Invectives 
againſt her cruel Huſband, or inhuman robe 1 
. „ 1 „ | — 
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| ſhe ſubmitted to her preſent Diſtreſs with a be- 
coming Decency, as to the Puniſhment due to her 
own Weakneſs. All with whom ſhe held any Cor- 
reſpondence believed her to be a Widow, and: ſhe 
took no Care to undeceive them; judging rightly, 
that a married Woman can gain no Honour to 
herſelf by blazoning the Faults of her Huſband. 

However, as to her Condu& in this laſt Particular, 
, ſhe was obliged. to make a ſmall Alteration ; for as 
ſhe was ſtill in the Bloom of Youth, ſhe was peſ- 
tered frequently with the 'blunt Addreſſes of .the 
honeſt Tars among whom ſhe lived; in order to 
avoid which, ſhe was obliged to own that ſhe had 
| : Huſband living ; ; for ſhe had determined never 
to yield her Hand to any Man, how advantage- 
og ſoever his Offer, as ſhe thought ſuch a Step 
would be inconſiſtent with that Purity of Heart 
which 1s always inſeparable from a Woman of ti ue 
Delicacy. - 

The Strength of her Relogen was ſome Years 
after put to the Teſt ; for the Captain of a tra- 
ding Veſſel calling on ſome Occaſion at the Houſe 
of the poor People, where ſhe lived, brought 
with him his Brother, a We/t-India Merchant, 
whoſe Name was Gibbons : This Gentleman was 
prodigiouſly ſurpriſed to find, in ſuch a Place, and 
in ſuch Company, a ng Creature poſſeſſed of 
ſuch an Elegance of T Mi 
had Time to converſe with her, while the good 
Woman of the Houſe was receiving the Orders ay 
the Captain his\Brother. - . 

The next Day Mr. Gibbons ade the firicteſ R 
Enquiry concerning Mrs. Evans, but could gain 
but little Information ; for ſhe lived in a Manner 
unknowing and unknown: He only-learnt _ 
when firſt the came into the 0 


ind and Perſon: For he 
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had the Appearance of a Lady of Fortune, and 
Was thought to be a Widow ; but that now ſhe 

- ſupported herſelf with her Needle, and lived with- 

out Reproach. But if I may ſpeak my Senti- | 
ments, added the Perſon who made this Detail, 
I fancy the is a young Creature who has eloped 
from her Parents with ſome Man, who, after 
* having had a Child by her, (for ſhe has had a 
Child, Sir) has left her to repent at Leiſure her 
© haſty Folly.” Thus ready is the Breadth of 

Scandal to blaſt the faireſt Fame! 

As it was not mere Curioſity that engaged the 
Merchant to be thus inquiſitive, and as he was a 

Man of Probity, he was a good Deal chagrined at 

this Inſinuation; for he had determined, if her 

Character anſwered the Idea he had of her Pru- | 

dence, to make Mrs. Evans the Offer of becoming 

his Houſe-keeper, in the Room of one who had 
lived with him many Years, but was now incapa- 
ble of that Employment: But as the Perſon he 
had ſpoke to had no viſihle Reaſon of Diſſike, and 
had accompanied her Suſpicions with ſeveral Nods 
and Winks, which ſeemed to expreſs, that ſhe 
knew more than ſhe was willing to ſpeak, he 
thought no more of it, and only called at the 
Houſe to indulge the Benevolence of his Heart in 
| beſtowing ſome Encouragement on what he 
* thought returning Virtue. This he himſelf be- 
9 lieved to be his only Motive, but I am apt to 

think he was drawn thither by an irreſiſtible Im- 
pulſe, and by what follows, I fancy my Readers 
will think this Conjecture is not without Founda- 

... En, UTI. ave. 
Hie found Mrs. Evans at Work, and her little 
Boy playing by her; an Air of Eaſe, which the 
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Conſciouſneſs of being uſefully employed had 


ſpread over her Counter ance, added a Grace to her 
Form far beyond the Tinſel of Embroidery or the 


Blaze of Jewels. At a Loſs how to introduce with 


Delicacy a Subject fo intereſting as that of her pre- 
ſent or former Situation, he aſked for the Woman 
of the Houſe, who he was told was gone as far as 
Graveſend with her Huſband, who was ſoon to em- 


bark on a Weſt-India Voyage. He then very na- 


turally aſked if ſhe was left to take Care of the ; 
good Woman's little Family, and whether that 


pretty Boy was one of the Children, To this ſhe 
replied, that as ſhe. lived in the Houſe, ſhe ſhould 
take what Care ſhe could, but that her Landlady. 


had never a Child ſo young. No!” returned Mr. 
_ Gibbons, ©5 Whoſe is he then?“ He is mine, 


Sir,” ſhe anſwered, with a Sigh that eſcaped 


her in Spite of her Endeavours to ſuppreſs it, and 


which ſerved to confirm him in all that had been 


ſuggeſted. —* Yours! what is your Huſband . 
a Sailor ?” To this ſhe would have replied, but 
the riſing Tears choaked her Words, and the hu- _ 


mane Mr, Gibbons aſked her Pardon for having | 


given her ſo much Uneaiineſs, adding, that the 
Motive of his Impertinence, he hoped, might 
plead its Excuſe, ſince it was a ſtrong Inclination 


to ſerve her, that had made him enquire into her 
Circumſtances thus minutely. Sir, I am gow 
ly obliged to you, but alas, my Griefs are 


vit hout Remedy,” was all ſhe was able to ut- 


ter, andthe Merchant, unwilling to give her Pain, 
ſoon took Leave. Juſt before he went away he 


gave the Child a Penny to buy a Cake, but bid 


him be ſure to let Nobody ſee it till he was gone, 
who, as ſoon as his Back was turned, ran to his 
Mother, crying, Dear Mamma, me _— 
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20 The His Tory of 
& ſuch fine Monies in my Life P? This Excla- 


mation rouzed her Attention, and to her great 
Surprize ſhe found her Son's Penny was no leſs 


than a Couple of Three Pound Twelves It is 


hard to ſay whether this Relief, ſeaſonable as it 


was, gave her more Pleaſure or Pain; for tho' 
ſhe looked on it as a kind Interpoſition of Provi- 


dence in her Favour, and felt the higheſt Gratitude 
on that Account; yet as it was the firſt Time 
ſhe had received an Obligation that could be cal- 


led by the mortifying, the ſelf-abaſing Word, Cn A- 
RITY, it ſet before her View all the Miſery of her 


Situation. Improbable, and even ridiculous as 
this Circumſtance may appear to ſome of my Rea- 


ders, it is a Fact too well atteſted to be called in 
Queſtion : : She reflected on the Eaſe and Affluence 
enjoyed in her Father's Houſe, and drew the 


painful Contraſt ; yet ſhe endeavoured to be re- 
ſigned, and Heaven ſoon gave her Relief, by 
Means leſs repugnant to her Senſibility. 


Mx. Gibbons, as ſoon as he thought the Sailor's 


; Wife could be returned from her little Voyage, 
ſent for her, and aſked ſeveral Qneſtions relating 
to her Lodger, which the good Woman reſolved 


with an Air of Unęaſineſs, that raiſed his Curioſi- 

ty; to ſatisfy which he aſſumed a Bluntneſs of 
Behaviour very different from his natural Complai- 
ſance, told her that he feared the- young Woman 
had ſome unwarrantable Cauſe for all this Secre- 
ſy; © For if, ſays he, ſhe has done Nothing to 
be aſhamed of, why ſhould you be uneafy at my 


aſking about her? I have been told that ſhe is a 


Widow; What was her Huſband ? or rather, 
who is her Child's Father? for I am er 
there is ſome e in this Affair. Derr 
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5 BETTY” BARNES. -. 221 
free; and I aſſure you it ſhall be never the worſe, 
either for her or yourſelf.” The poor Woman, 
unwilling to diſoblige either the Captain's Brother, 
or her former young Lady, whom ſhe longed to 
| vindicate, was ſtrangely at a Loſs how to act; 
however, relying on Mr, Gibbon's Word that the 
Whole ſhould remain an entire Secret, ſhe related ' _ 
all ſhe had learnt of her Lady's Story, only con- 
cealing the Name of her Father, and making her 
maiden Name paſs for that of her Huſband. This 
little Hiſtory, though told-in the moſt artleſs Man- 
ner, a good Deal affe cted the Heart of this bene- 
volent Man, who, in order to make Amends for 
his rough Behaviour, gave her a Guinea, and 
promiſed to be a Friend to the unhappy young 
Lady; at the ſame Time deſiring her to keep to 
herſelf all that had paſſed between them till ſhe 
ſaw him again. S TEL. SI 

The next Day Mr. Gibbons called, as if by Ac- -_ 
cident, at the Woman's Houſe, and after aſking 
ſome trifling Queſtion about his Brother's Affairs, 

told them he-wanted a Houſe-keeper in the Room 
of poor Jennings, who was too ill to be capable of 
managing the Family. I deſign, continued this 
good Maſter, to ſend her to Bath, to try if the 
Waters will reſtore her to her Limbs; and I 
purpoſe, as ſhe has ſerved me with Integrity 
theſe eighteen Years, and wants to go and live 
with her Niece, to ſettle on her a little Annui- 
ty.“ Lord bleſs me, Madam, cried the Woman 

of the Rouſe with Precipitation, ſuch a Place 
would ſuit you exactly, and I am fure it would 
be a vaſt deal better than living in the Manner 
| © you do now.“ Mrs. Evans, a little ſtartled at the 
Suddenneſs of the Propoſal, ſaid, ſhe talked as if 
ſne had forgot her having a Child, or that ſhe hgad 
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Lk 22 "= The H 1s TORY of „ | 
never yet been a Servant. When ſhe ſpoke her 

Eyes gliſtened with a ſtarting Tear, and her Face 

was covered with Bluſhes. In regard to her Child, 


Mr. Gibbons told her, that ſhe might bave him 
nurſed near his Houſe, and under her own Eye; 


and as to her having never been à Servant, he 
could only ſay, that as by the Whole he had ſeen 

of her Behaviour, he was certain ſhe had been in 
a very different Situation, it ſhould: be his Care 
that no one in his Family ſhould treat her as 


ſuch. - This generous Behaviour removed all her 


Scruples, and ſhe thanked him with an Air of 
Chearfulneſs that gave him much Pleafure. In 
ſhort, ſhe in a few Days went to his Houſe, where 
the was uſed with the greateſt Reſpect, not only 

* the Servants, but by Mr. Gibbons himſelf, at 
V 


| oſe Table ſhe always ſat, except when ſhe her- 
ſelf declined it, on Account of there being Com- 
pany. She was as happy in this Gentleman's 


Houſe, as it was poſſible, in her Circumſtances, 


ſhe could ever expect, and would undoubtedly have 


cContinued ſo many Years, had not an unxepected 
Event intervened. | | 
This worthy Merchant, who was now near fif- 


ty, had in his Youth been extravagantly fond of 


a a young Lady, who after having given him a Pro- 
miſe of Marriage, had wedded his Rival, on Ac- 
count of a large Fortune which unexpeQedly fell 


to him. This Infidelity had given him ſuch a 


Diſtate to the Sex, that he had determined never 

to marry, and in all Probability he had perſevered 

in his Reſolution, if Chance had not thrown Mrs. 

Evans in his Way. The firſt Sight of this Lady had 

given him Emotions to which his Heart had been 
long a Stranger; but unwilling to believe himſelf 

a cuated by a Paſſion which had been n 
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BETTY BARNES, 23 
the Subject of his keeneſt Ridicule, he aſcribed to 
Compaſſion what was really due to Love, 

Mrs. Evans, by the moſt unexceptionable Con- 
duct, had greatly increaſed this infant Paſſion, 
yet it was near three Years before he mentioned 
it to her, and then it was in ſuch Terms of Diffi- 
dence and Reſpect, as would have rather ſuited 
the Circumſtances of a needy younger Brother, 
when addrefling an Heireſs, than of a Maſter pro- 

poſing to his Servant to render her happy; but a 
ſincere and tender Affection frequently gives a 
Dignity to its Object that is inereaſed rather than 
leſſened in the Eye of the Lover, by a Conſidera- 
tion of his own Snperiority in Point of Fortune. 

Yet, in Spite of the moſt flattering Proſpects, 

in Spite of the warmeſt Gratitude, Mrs. Evans 
ſtrictly adhered to her firſt Reſolution, alledging 
that ſhe ſhould be unworthy of the leaſt Regard, 
if, for the Sake of Eaſe or Affluence, ſhe conſent- 
ed to a Step that her-Reaſon, when. uninfluenced 
by theſe Motives, told her was wrong. But 
bow, dear. Sir, ſaid ſhe, ſhall I be able to ex- 

“ preſs the lively Senſe I have of my many Obli- ' 
gations? how make you ſenſible, that ſuch un- 
common Goodneſs has not been thrown away 
on an unthankful, or ungrateful Heart? I owe 

* my Life, or at leaſt all the Comforts of it, to 

* your Bounty; you have been a Father to m 
Child, when he whom Nature made fo, le 

+ both him and me to feel all the Miſeries of 
Want; yet, Beggar as I am, I nave nothing 
to repay for all theſe Favours, but Thankful- ” 

* neſs and Tears; for tho” the Law might acquit 
me, as my Huſband has another Wife, yet 1 
could never acquit myſelf, was I to accept of the, 
Honour you offer me. Mr. Gibbons tried in vain 
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Lady came to ſee him about ſome Buſineſs, who 


Tie Hir oy of 
to vanquiſh her Scruples by all the Arguments his | 
Reaſon could ſuggeſt; yet this worthy Man, far {| 
from withdrawing his Favour, tho' diſappointed 
in what he looked upon as his deareſt Intereſt, 
really eſteemed her the more for this Denial, as 
it was a ſtrong Proof of the Integrity of her Heart, 
and the Delicacy of her Sentiments. 


— % 


Soon after this Declaration Mr. Gibbons had a 


on the firſt Sight of Mrs. Evans knew her, and ac- 


coſted her in the moſt familiar Manner, little ima- 
gining that one whom ſhe had always thought ra- 
ther her Superior than otherwiſe, ſhould be now 
reduced to the Condition of a Servant. This In- 


terview was by no Means pleaſing to Mrs. Evans, 


_ as ſhe wiſhed to remain concealed from her Friends, 


but the Lady ſoon made her eaſy on that Head ; 
promiſing never to let the Teaſt Word eſcape her 


that might inform any one where ſhe was; but 
I can't help thinking, ſays the Lady, that 
© the beſt Way to be private would be to live 
£ in the Country.“ Oh Madam! cried Mrs. 


Evan, with her Eyes bathed in Tears, T 


fore now, in all Probability, have wanted the 
© common Neceſſaries of Life, had it not been 
for his Benevolence and Compaſſion z you have 


+ without my Father's Conſent, but not of Py 


© find you are quite a Stranger to my unhappy 


* 8 © Circumſtances, I am indebted to this Gentleman 


© for the very Means of Subſiſtence ; I ſhould be- 


« undoubtedly heard of my unhappy marrying 


being left by an ungrateful Man with an help. 


© Infant, without Support; yet this is not the 


© worſt of my Griefs. But why ſnould 1 com- 
„plain? I deſerved. to be puniſhed for my raſh. 
© and precipitate Choice,” Mr. Gibb ws" unable 


to 
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to ſee the Woman he loved in Tears, had left the 
Roam, and the Lady had an Opportunity to en- 


quire more particularly concerning her preſent Sta- 


tion, which, when ſhe was inform'd of, ſhe cried with 


a moſt ſarcaſtic Look, © I greatly commend your 


Wiſdom in chuſing 'the Company of a handſome 


2» © Batchelor, as a Conſolation for the Perfidy of 


* your Spouſe ; but really, Madam, had I known 
© your Attachments, I mould have been more 


3 ſparing of my Careſſes. Mr. Gibbons was enter- 


ing juſt as ſhe had done ſpeaking ; but an Air of 

Nate Triumph on the Countenance of the Lady, 
and the pale dejected Looks of his Houſe-keeper, 
informed him that ſomething more than ordinary 
had happened; when Mrs. Evans, almoſt unable 
to ſpeak, only ſaid, Madam, you are very cruel,” 
and immediately withdrew ; but her Maſter, far 
from being pleaſed at ſeeing her ſo paſſive, turned 


to the Lady, and with an Air of Authority de- 
manded the Reaſon of her affronting any one in 


his Family, To this ſhe replied, That ſhe had 


moſt Reaſon to complain of being affronted, fince 


he thought her mean enough to be the Compadi- : 
on of his Servant. That Servant, Madam, may 
* whenever ſhe pleaſes become a Miſtreſs,” he re- 


turned: © Yours, I preſume, Sir;“ cried the La- 
dy, indeed 1 don't doubt it; when a Man gives 


* a high Price for Dainties, as honeſt Sealand ſays, 


© he is wonderous bountiful.“ This was uttered 


with a Giggle that ſufficiently denoted the good 
Opinion the Speaker had of her own Wit: but 


Mr. Grbbonc, far from thinking any Thing deſerv- 


ed that Name that claſhed with Decency or good 
Manners, ordered a Footman to her; his Viſitor 
out, and inſtantiy left her. 8 

Vor. 1. W 2 5 This 
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This Mark of Diſreſpe& too much exaſperated 
the Lady, to permit her Memory to retain the 


leaſt Trace of the Promiſe ſhe had made of con- 


cealing where Mrs. Evans was, ſo that this unhap- 


py Woman furniſned a Subject of Converſation for 


fix ſucceſſive Viſits the following Week: Nay, to 


ſo ſurpriſing a Pitch did ſne carry her Zeal, that 
ſne returned two that had been due ſeveral Vears, 


| meerly to diſplay. her great Love of Virtue by rail- 
ing at a Vice, which the Uncouthneſs of her Form 


had kept her at the greateſt Diſtance from any 


'Temptations to commit. At_ one of theſe laſt- 
mentioned Viſits, ſhe met with the Lady Benſon ; 
Who, as well as the Miſtreſs of the Houſe, had 
been the School-fellpw and intimate Companion of || 


Mrs. Evans: This worthy Lady, far from giving 


the Applauſe ſhe expected to her ill-natured Sal- 
lies, told her, that as one Fault could not conſti- 
tute a bad Character, neither could the abſtaining 
from one, compenſate for the Want of every other 
Virtue; and as to Mrs, Evans, ſhe was perſwaded 
that her Temptations muſt have been very extra- 
ordinary, if the Caſe was as ſhe repreſented it. I 


© am,” continued ſhe, * a little acquainted with 


. Mr. Gibbons; he has been ſeveral Times at our 
7 Houſe when Sir Thomas was living, and J really 


© think he is a Man of too much Honour, to maſk 


© under an Appearance of Charity, the Deſign of 


© betraying an helpleſs young Woman to Infamy 
and Ruin: However, I will go To-morrow to 
him, tell him whoſe Daughter ſhe is, and en- 
deavour to perſwade her to come and live with 
me ; which, if ſhe agrees to, will be to me a 
plain Proof of her Innocence.” * How, Madam! 


let her live with you! did you ſay? Sure I miſ- | 
took you : "ws a Woman of an infamous | 
| i Character 
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1 Character live with the wiſe Lady Benſon P—* I 
am not ſure ſhe has ſuch a Character; and if 
© ſhe has, I believe, Madam, it is yourſelf that 


g © ſhe ought to thank for the Favour,” returned 
Lady Benſon; * but I think we plain Women 
a * had better not be ſo ſevere againſt Vices of this 
t © Kind, leſt the Men ſhould lay we rail more 
, E. through Envy than Modeſty.” As this was ut- 
1 tered with a Smile of Contempt, and a Look fix- 
1 ed on the Face of the Lady it was ſpoke to, it 
4 a threw her into a violent Paſſion; in which ſhe ſoon 
* let her Hearers perceive, whatever, Per fections ſhe 
5 had to boaſt of, that of Mildneſs of 'Temper ought 
d not to be put in the Liſt. The Widow Lady let 
f | her run on till ſhe was out of Breath, and then 
81 with the greateſt Calmneſs replied, that even her 
| little Experience in Life had been enough to in- 
E form her, that Minds eaſily provoked to Anger, 
8 were generally far from being Stoics, in regard to 
L other Paſſions. As this ſatirical Speech was the 
d -only Anſwer, given to a Torrent of Abuſe, the 
4 Lady ſeemed at a Loſs for a Reply, and haſtened 
I to take Leave, to the great Relief of the humane 
h Part of the Company, that is of Lady Benſon; 
ar for of five Ladies that were left in the Room, ſhe 
ly was the only one who had not liſtened with Plea- 
* ſure to- this charming Tale, and who had not 
of ſomething, very much to the Purpoſe, ready to 
1 deliver, as an Aggravation of Mrs. Evans's Folly. 
to The next Morning Lady Benſon performed her 
n- Promiſe, and paid a Viſit to Mr. Gibbons; but as 
th Mrs, Evans was engaged in the Duty of her Em 
2 ll ployment, ſhe did not ſee her for ſome Time. 
n! WW The Lady, in a free eaſy Manner, told the Mer- 
ne chant, that he ſhould before now, have had the 


us | Trommy of her Company, had ſhe known that her 
ter | C 2 | | | old 
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old Play-fellow lived with him: But, petdaps, : 
added ſhe, © you would rather I had ſtayed away 
now, when I tell you my Buſineſs, ſince it is no 
other than to deprive you of your Houſe-keeper; 
for I can't bear to think, that one whom I 


have ſpent the gay innocent Hours of Childhood 


to. the Malice of the ill-natured World.” One 
Fault !' returned Mr. Gibbons with ſome Warmth, 
J know of none ſhe has, except her too great 
Patience can be calied one; it is not above ten 
Days ago ſince Mrs. Thomſon, whom I think 1 
once ſaw at your Ladyſhip's Houſe, to ſhew her 


her in the moſt inſolent Manner, and accuſed 
her of Crimes I am ſure ſhe abhors; but I ſhall 
deſire her Huſband to keep his Waſp at Home, 
and not let her come buzzing about my Ears 
© with her outrageous Virtue, that No-body who 


© had his Eyes open would ever put to the Teſt.” 


'Tho? this was ſpoke with great Heat, it was far 
from being diſpleaſing to the Lady it was addreſſ- 
ed to; which, I believe, my Readers will readily 
conceive, when they reflect on what paſſed the pre- 
ceding Day; however the deſired the Merchant to 


be calm, for ſhe had no Deſign of renewing the In- 


ſult. She then told him, Mrs. Evans was the 


Daughter of Mr. Evans the Merchant; whom,” | 
ſaid ſhe, you muſt know, it is not above a Year | 


7 ago, that he gave twelve thouſand Pounds with 


5 # his other Daughter to a Son of Sir Thomas 


effery's. 


„ The Merchant had been informed that. his 
orga pals was of a good as. 5 but it had 


ever 


known from her Infancy, and with whom I 


as with a Siſter, ſhould for one Fault be forced 
to waſte her Days in Obſcurity, and be expoſed 


Wit, I ſuppoſe, as ſhe thought it, behaved to 


*v © 
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never entered into his Head, that a Lady, brought 


up in the Expectation of ſo large a Fortune, could, 

with ſuch Chearfulneſs and Reſignation, ſubmit to 
the little Offices of domeſtie Life; he only thought 
ſhe. might be the Daughter of ſome reputable 


Tradeſman - in middling Circumſtances: He was 


therefore greatly aſtoniſhed at what he heard; 
however, he ſuffered the Lady to proceed without 
Interruption. For my Part, I think,“ ſays ſne, 
© her inhuman Father is accountable for every 
© Fault his Cruelty is the Cauſe of her commit- 
* ting; and tho? I ſhould be extremely glad to 
© find ſhe is innocent, yet if it is otherwiſe, I ſtill 
think her an Object of Pity, and will endeavour / 
to preſerve her from total Ruin.“ I did not 
© know ſhe was in any Danger,” returned Mr. - 
Gibboent; I am ſure I would hazard my Life and 
Fortune to preſerve her from Ruin.“ Ah! 
Sir,“ replied the good Lady with an Air of Seri- 


ouſneſs, you Gentlemen are too apt to think no- 


© thing Ruin that promotes your own Inclinations; 
© but when a Woman of Senſibility is conſcious of - 
© Guilt, where is her Happineſs? where is her 
* Conſolation ?? Dear Madam, let me under- 
* ſtand you,* cried Mr. Gibbons a little warmly ; - 
you talk of Guilt and Ruin; ſure you don't 
take me for a Raviſher, do you?? Why, 
really, Sir, I think a Rape upon the Mind has 
very little leſs Guilt in it than that on the Per- 


| * ſon,” returned Lady Benſon, fully perſuaded in 


her own Thought, that the ill-natured Lady had 
been right in her Information. And who is it 


| © accuſes me of this dreadful Crime? I dare ſay 


* Mrs. Evans will not. I am not conſcious that I 
* deſerve ſuch a Character from her; I have of- 
© fered to marry her ſeveral Times, and to make 

ä © her 
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the Ruin you mean, I am far from being aſha- 
med of it: but this ſhe refuſes, and from ſuch 
noble Motives, that-the* I ſhould look upon ſuch 
an Union as my Honour and Happineſs, yet this 
Refuſal has rendered her more dear to me. But, 
Madam, I will ſend for her to vindicate herſelſ 
and me.“ He then rang for a Servant, whom 
he ordered to deſire Mrs. Evans to come to him | 
- Immediately, 
The poor Woman no ſooker ſaw her old Friend, 
than her Legs refuſed their Office; and fhe ſtood: 
pale and motionleſs as a Statue: Lady Benſon, now 
| ſtrongly prepoſſeſſed in her Favour by what the 
Merchant had ſaid, ran to her and embraced her 
with Tears: this Mark of her Ladyſhip's Conde- 
ſcenſion ſoon rouſed Mrs. Evans from her painful 
Revery. As ſoon as they were enough recovered 
from their Emotion to be capable of Converſation, 
Mr. Gibbons addreſſed his Houſe-keeper in the fol- 
lowing Manner : I have, Madam, tho” unac- 
. © quainted with your Family, made it my Endea- 
* vour to render you as eaſy as it was in my Power, ; 
* ſince I have been ſo happy as to have you in 
© my Houſe; yet this Lady ſeems to hint there 
© has been ſomething in my Conduct that deſerves 
Cenſure. O Sir! cried Mrs. Evans, with the 
the greateſt Precipitation, and. her Face covered 
with a deep Bluſh, you muſt have been groſsly 
© miſrepreſented, or ſhe could not think ſo: you 
© have been to me and my Child a Father and a 
Friend; and may the Bleſſing of that Gov, 
'© who is the Father of the Fatherleſs, and the 
* Conſolation of the Widow, be your Reward, 
© But let not an unhappy Creature, whoſe Misfor- 


* tunes are without Remedy, draw on you the 
. 8 Calumny 
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her Miſtreſs of myſelf and Fortune. If this is 
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© -Calumny of the World: permit me, Sir, to 
© fink again into the Indigence and Want you 
© found me in, rather than hurt your Reputation.“ 
This was uttered with a Voice and Geſture, too 
athetic, not to affect the tender-hearted Lady 
enſon; and even Mr. Gibbons himſelf was obliged 
to uſe his utmoſt Efforts to reſtrain the ſtarting 
Tear. * | 
The Lady then offered Mrs. Evans an Aſylum © - 
in her Family; which ſhe readily accepted; but 
it was with great Difficulty that her Maſter was 
prevailed on to part with her: however, convin- 
ced by the Arguments of the Lady, and tender of 
the Fame of the Woman he eſteemed, he at Length 
cofiſented, on Condition of her leaving his little 
Play-fellow, as he called her Son, behind her. 
This was what ſhe earneſtly wiſned; for as Mr. 
Gibbons had always ſhewn the Child as much Ten- 
derneſs' as if he had been a Relation, ſhe did not 
doubt, but he would take upon himſelf the Care 
of 'his future Eſtabliſhment ; nor was ſhe diſap- 
pointed in her Hopes. But I ought to acquaint 
my Readers, that there was a ſtronger Reaſon than ' 
any that has yet appeared. for Mrs. Evans's leaving 
her beneficent Maſter, which was, that though ſhe 
could command herſelf enough not to let it be ob- 
. ſerved, ſhe really felt for him more than Grati- 
tude ; ſhe ſighed in Secret for the Man who was 
_ continually conferring on her freſh Obligations; 
for the Man who would gladly have thrown his 
Whole Fertune in her Lap, if it would have given 
her Happineſs ; and though ſhe was inflexibly de- 
termined as to her Conduct, was yet far from be- 
ing in a defirable Situation, ſince ſhe frequently 
ſtood in Need of all her Prudence, to conceal, un- 
der an Appearance of Gratitude, the tender Sen- 
8 Fa C4 - - Ons 
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fations with which ſhe was animated. But me- 


her Huſband, after having been married for Love 
young Lady, for ſuch I will ſuppo 


Virtue ; ſince it is not the Faſe, but the Difficub | 
ty, of the Conqueſt that heightens the Glory of 


riſon ſhe could not help making between his Beha- 
- viour and that of her generous Maſter, was ſo 
much to the Advantage of the laſt, that he had, 


loaded with Obligations, the moſt dangerous Court- 
| ſhip to a grateful Mind, and ſeriouſly tell me, if 


| feat of the Lady Benſon, where ſhe choſe to be 
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thinks I hear my Reader ery out; what! a Wo- 
man. of Virtue capable of loving. any other than 


too! an excellent Proof of eee truly ! Dear 
| you to be, by 
the Vivacity of the Remark, I beſeech you re- 
member, that you are not now reading the Me- 
moirs of ſome romantic Heroine, but a Character 
taken from real Life; and that, as an Hiſtorian, 
Jam obliged to repreſent Circumſtances. as they 
are. But permit me to ſay, that I think ſuch a 
Senſibility perfectly conſiftent- with the ſevereſt 


Victory. She had long endeavoured to forget her 
Huſband, whom ſhe repreſented to herſelf as of 
Right helonging to another ; and che Struggle ſhe 
found to blot from her Mind this unworthy Man, 
made her imagine it impoſſible that ſhe ſhould-be 
again ſuſceptible of the ſofter Paſſions. This Per- 
ſuaſion threw her off her Guard, and the Compa- 


as he juſtly merited, all her Eſteem. Now, let 
the moſt ſcrupulous put themſelves in her Place, 


they think themſelves able in ſuch a Situation to 
remain inſenſible. But it is Time to have done 
with apologizing. 34 6 LOO 

Mrs. Evans went in a few Days to. the Country- 


conſidered in the Light of a Servant, to prevent 
all Enquiry concerning her; and it was not - 
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much as ſuſpected, that the Lady had now for her 
Houſe-keeper, the charming Creature, that but 
ten Years before had made ſuch a brilliant Ap- 


8 in the ſame Houſe, at her Ladyſhip's 


edding: however, in this humble Station, ſhe 
had the Advantage and Pleaſure of her Ladyſhip's 
Converfation ; who in private, did not aſſume the 
Character of Miſtreſs, but treated her with the 
ſame Freedom as if ſhe had been ſtill her Equal. 

She had enjoyed in this calm Retreat a tolerable 
Degree of Happineſs, for almoſt -three Years, . 
when Chance, in the Manner that has been rela- - 


ted, put under her Care our little Orphan : every - 


Pang ſhe had formerly felt for her own Son, when 
leſt deſtitute, ruſhed into her Thoughts, and in- 
tendered her Mind in Behalf of the Child; and 
perhaps it was a good Deal owing to this firſt Im- 
prefſion, that Betty Barnes became ſo dear to her; 
for Pity is nearly allied to. Love in more Senſes 
„than mm | e | 
nA, N. | 
The Beauty, Piety, and Virtue of an antiquated '_ 
| Alligal, exemplified in the Cbaracter of ' Mrs. - 
JOE HE on e 
|= is neceſſary, in order to our Readers better 
.zunderſtanding ſome of the Paſſages of this Hiſ- 


tory, a little to delineate the Character of Lady 
Benſan's Woman Mrs. Judy. She had been in the 


Service of her preſent Miſtreſs's Mother, and was, 


at the Time of Betty Barnes's being brought into 
the Family, about eight and forty, tho? ſhe owned. 


herſelf but little more than thirty; ſhe was above 


the common Height, and took Care not to loſe ai 
BY. | Cs ©. 


* 
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Inch of her Stature; for her Head was always held 
to the utmoſt Extent of a long ſcraggy Neck, that 
ſeemed without Joint, ſince ſhe never turned it 
either Way, without her whole Body bearing a 
Part in the Motion, Her Face was admirably 
well ſuited to hide this enormous Neck, if ſhe had 
| not fruſtrated thejDeſign of Nature, by the Exalt- 
1 ation of her Head. The bridling of a picked 
Chin, the Sharpneſs of which was rendered more 
| conſpicuous by a purſed-up Month ; a Noſe a lit- 
1 tle turned up at the End, and ſuch a Pair of Eyes 
as I ſhould chuſe to give the Figure of Jealouſy, 
were the Perfections that adorned her Countenance. 
Her Hair was reduced to a ſmall Quantity; for as 

it had been ſilvering by the Hand of Time for the. 

laſt ten Years, ſhe had taken the greateſt Care to 

ſtrip it each Day of its hoary , Honours, till at 

Length, the Fear of being grey gave Place to that 

of being bald, and ſhe wiſely contented herſelf 

with hiding this Defe& of Colour with Powder; 
but in Spite of this Precaution her Head, in ſome .. 
| Places, reſembled a Fowl ill picked. Her Shape 

1 was ſo exactly uniform, that had it not been for 

| the Difference of the Shoulder-Straps and thoſe at- 

the Waiſt, ſhe might have laced either End of 

her Stays uppermoſt, without perceiving the Miſ- 

take; for not all her bridling had given her the 

leaſt Fulneſs of Cheſt, I. would have ſaid Breaſts, 

but I think hers could not deſerve the Plurality, 

ſince there was not any Sign of a Diviſion, 'Two 

long boney Arms, which, when not employed, 

were conſtantly laid acroſs, like the Sign of the 

Daggers, is the laſt perſonal Charm, belonging to 

this accompliſhed, Fair, I ſhall do myſelf the Ho- 

nour to mention. As to her Mind, it is hardly 

| Poſſible to give you any Idea what it was; ang ＋ 
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indeed it can only be defined by Negatives. She 
had none of that Milk of Humanity, which inclines 
us to pity the Misfortu nes, and even the Follies, of 
others; for ſhe; good Soul, was ſure that every 
one might avoid Unhappineſs, if they acted with 
her Prudence. If at any Time an Accident befel 
any one ſhe knew, ſhe would try all her Skill to 
find out what heinous Crime had provoked the 
Divine Judgment; but if any Thing happened to 
herſelf, it was only ſent for a Trial to her Pati- 
ence; for whom the Lord loveth he chaſteneth”? 
was a Text that ſhe conſtantly applied to herſelf, 


tho ſhe ſeldom admitted it to be proper for the 
Conſolation of others. If any of the inferior Ser- 


vants were guilty of Overſights, and in Excuſe for 
themſelves: reminded her, that ſhe herſelf was not 
perfea; her common Anſwer was, © I am ſure 
no one can © ſay, that black's my Eye; (which 
indeed was literally. true) I, when but a - Child 
* for.:Years, was: admired for the Solidity of my 
“Judgment; and. tho? I ſay it that ſhould not ſay 
© it, T.have not been without my Temptations.” 
** They muſt have been from within then,“ repli- 
ed ablunt Fellow whom ſhe was one Day document 
ing in this Manner, © for the Gentleman in black 
„ himſelf would hardly attempt ſuch a ſtarched 
Piece of Sanctity. This comical Anſwer not 
_ alittleenraged the pious Mrs. Judy, and gave a high 
Delight to the other Servants, who were, by far, 
more plagued with the PerfeQtions of this waiting 
Gentlewoman, than with their ewn Faults. She 
attributed the Kindneſs of her Lady to her, as 
a Regard due to her ſuperlative Merit; when, in 
Truth, ſhe owed it, to her Hypocriſy ; ſince the 
good Lady, conſcious of her own Integrity, gave 
Honour to every Appearance of Piety, till ſomę 
a | - _ flagrant 
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flagrant Enormity gave the Lie to the Pretence; and 


as ſhe had behaved with the greateſt Cireumſpec- 
tion in Regard to the Externals of Religion, and 


was frequently found on her .Knees,. ſhe gained the 


good Opinion of the Lady ; tho“ ſhe often told 


© her, that ſhe thought her a little too cenſorius, 


when ſhe was expreſſing, what ſhe called, a holy 
Fear for the Good of the Souls of her Fellow- fer- 
vants. I think, by this Time, my Readers are 


enough acquainted. with the Perſon.and:Mind of 


this ſage Virgin, not to wonder at the Treatment. 
ſhe gave poor Betty Barnes. | 
Ie- was from the Selfiſhneſs of her own Diſpoſi- 


tion, that ſhe was prompted to perſnade her Lady 
to ſend the Child back to her Nurſe; as ſhe. 


thought it might poſſibly, if continued in the Fa- 
mily, deprive her of ſome of the Perquiſites of her . 
Place; but when, by the Care of Mrs. Evens, _ 


the Girl began to be taken Notiee of, and the : 


good Lady mentioned her with Pleaſure, on Ac- 
count of her early Proficiency, her Malice was 
without Bounds .3_ yet, as ſhe had been long inu- 
red to the. Arts of Diſfimulation, and had a great 
Deai of what is juſtly called low Cunning, her 
Spite was not pereeived i till the Girl felt it by its .. 


CHAP: V: 


The Miichination of Mr. Judy againſt our 05 . - 
With the Deſftrutlion. of... a. Haug Bottle, fo ite 
| Conſequences. 8 | 
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O Years old, when Mrs. Evans received a 


1.ettzr from Mr. Gibbons; which informed . her, 


that her Son. * by his own Deſire, going a 
Voyage 
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Voyage with the Captain his Brother ; and that 
he ſhould be glad if ſhe would come to Town be- 
fore he went. This Requeſt was readily complied 
with by his fond Mother, who had not ſeen her 
only Son for ſeven Fears; the having never been 
in London but once, ſince ſhe left Mr. Gibbons, and 
would not permit him to come to her, leſt it 
might by ſome Accident have betrayed her Se- 
cret. 1 | * 
It was in the Abſence of this prudent Woman, 
to whom, I ſhould have told you, ſhe had the moft- 
inveterate Spite, for being in Reality, what. ſhe 
endeavoured. to appear, that Mrs. Fudy's Machi- 
nations began te take Effect; and the had not 
been gone a Month before the Pride and Pertneſs 
of the Girl became the Subject of her Complaint ; 
I always. was afraid, Ma'me, would ſhe ſay, 
© that the poor Creature would be taught to for- 
© get herſelf by her great Knowledge. I am ſure if 
Mrs. Evans. had been of my Mind ſhe would 
* have learned her that it was her Duty to be. 
humble, and ſet before her Eyes the Meanneſs 
of her Condition, without a Relation or a Friend 
© upon Earth; but, alas, inſtead of that, ſhe 
has, I fear, got ſuch an Habit of thinking high- 
* iy of her great Accompliſhments, that ſhe will 
* -ſoon be, in her own Opinion, too good to ſpeak 
to C'er a Servant in the Houſe > I cannot 
think,“ replied the Lady Ben/on, that Mrs. 
Evans would encourage her in any of the Info- 
lence you talk of, nor do 1 believe that the Girl 
* herſelf is ill-natured 3? * La, Mame, your La- 
* dyſhip does not know her; it is no longer ago 
_ © than laſt Night, that becauſe-I ſaid I thought- 
Mrs. Evans to blame that ſhe would not let her 
come and help the Cook in . = 
x | 4 OOKe 2 
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© looked at me as if ſhe could have l eat me, an d 
coloured, I warrant you, as if ſuch an Employ- 
ment would have greatly demeaned her; and 
tho' I only ſaid that People that tame of honeſt 

Friends were obliged to work hard for their Living, 
ſhe burſt into a violent Cry, and told me 1 uſed 
her ill; but if Mrs. Evans had been here I durſt - 
not have done - fo, and forſooth pretends to Day 
to be ſick, and won't ſpeak. You. ſhould con- 
» ſider, Judy, returned the Lady, * ſhe is yet but a 
Child. . As much a Chuld as ſhe is, M' ame, 

ſhe has more Cunning than you are aware of; 
for my Part I tremble when | think what will 


was to aſk ber, ſhe would give quite a different 
Turn to what paſſed laſt Night, but I make it 
my Comfort that my Conduct has been ſuch - 
that I am not afraid of your believing her before 
MC. | Os 5 2 
Juſt after this Betty: came to read to her Lady, 
her Eyes were ſo ſwelled, and ſhe looked ſo dejec- 
ed, that her kind Miſtreſs really. pitied her, and 


inſiſted on knowing what ſhe ailed; ſhe only ſaid 
that ſhe had been thinking all Night of Mrs Evans, 
who had uſed her ſo kindly that ſhe loved her as 

well as if ſhe. had been her Mother. Well but, 
Child, rejoined the Lady, you muſt note xpectto 


© be for ever with Mrs. Evans, therefore it is 
© your Duty to behave in ſuch. a Manner as will 
© make every one your Friend; you will find that 


© very few are of her Way of thinking, if you 


© quarrel with all who want her good Senſe, al- -- 


© moſt all Mankind will be your Enemies.“ In- 


© deed, Madam, I quarrel with Nobody,” ſhe. an- : 


ſwered ſobbing, as if her Heart would burſt, 
But I wiſh I was in the Grave. rather than to 


* be 


become of her: I durſt to ſay if your .Ladyſhip, 


prey” 24 * * 7 
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© be always hearing of the Shame of my Mother, 
which your Ladyſhip's Woman is for ever 
© ſounding in my Ears.“ As this did not contra- 
dict the Account which the Lady had received 


from Judy herſelf, ſhe took it for granted, that ſhe «40 


had Nothing worth Notice to complain of, ſo diſ- 
miſſed her with only a Caution, that if ſhe valued 
her own Happineſs ſhe muſt keep at the utmoſt 
| Diſtance from all Appearance of Pride; the beſt 
Way ſhe told her to avoid Mortifications was to 
be affable and obliging. I hope, Madam, I 
| ſhall always. ©© behave ſo as to pleaſe your Lady- 
ſhip,”* anſwered the Girl as ſhe. left the Room; 
but there remained a Gloom upon her Counte- 


nance that ſeemed to confirm what the Lady's 


Maid had ſaid relating her Temper, and which did 
not eſcape the Notice of her Miſtreſs, 5 0 

No tho? Mrs. Judy had repreſented what had 
been ſaid to Betty Barnes in ſo trifling a Light, yet 
ſhe muſt have had more Patience than was con- 
ſiſtent with her Youth and Sprightlineſs, if ſhe 


could have borne half her Inſults, without feeling 


the warmeſt Reſentment. Immediately after Mrs. 
Evans went to London, ſhe began to treat her with 
the utmoſt Contempt, employed her in the mean 
eſt Offices, and tho? ſhe readily complied-with all 
ſhe deſired was always diſſatisfied and uneaſy. A 
Behaviour ſo different from that ſhe had been uſed 
to from her old Friend made the poor Girl daily 
regret her Loſs. 55 
But the Night before Judy made the above 
Complaint, ſhe had abuſed her beyond all Poſſibi- 
lity of Bearing; for on the Girl's accidentally 
breaking a Stone Bottle which ſtood in a Cloſet 
that belonged to this pious Maid, and by diſcove- 
ring by the Smell the Contents, which was no 
ED | | | | other 
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other than ſome oxcellent Brandy, which ſhe faid 
_ ſhe kept by her by Way of Medicine, as ſhe was 
often troubled with the Cholic, ſhe called her an 


hundred Names, and reflected on Mrs. Evans for 


bringing up a Creature who by the Infamy of her 


Birth was below the loweſt, tn ſuch a Manner that 
ſhe was fit for Nothing but to have Somebody 
wait on her. But don't think, ſhe continued, 
that you have got Mrs. Evans now; inftead 


of your Tatlers and Spefators, and ſuch like 


© Riff-raff, that makes you fancy yourſelf a Gen- 
© tlewoman, becauſe you are lazy, you fhall be 


kept eloſe to. Work; for I think the leaſt Folks, 


that are kept on Charity, can do, is to be uſe- 
ful.” © If F am kept en Charity, ſhe replied. 
crying, it is not your Charity, Mrs. Judy. 1 
did not throw down the Brandy- bottle on Pur- 
* poſe ; therefore why fnould you be ſo angry?“ 
As the Word Brandy-bottle was fpoke a little 
louder than the Word Charity, it blew the Paſ- 
fzons of the diſcerning Waiting-maid into a per- 


: fea Flame; "Fs I. U have you to know, Huſſy.““ - 
* the ſqualled out, that F won't be chattered at 


by. ſuch a one as you. Marry come up, the 


World is come. to a fine Paſs, if honeft People - 


©-muſt be put on a Level with every dirty Baſtard. 
© I ſuppoſe, Miſs, becauſe my Lady took you 
from Begging, you think ſhe deſigus to make a a 
Gentle woman of you; it is a true ſaying, Set 
© -a Beggar on Horſeback, and he will ride to the 


Devil. I never. expect to be a Gentle woman, 


returned the Girl, as well as ſhe could ſpeak for 


Tears; and 1 had rather be a Beggar now, 
than to be always forced to bear ſuch cruek Re- 


replied Mrs. Judy, © as if any one could. Reproach 


- you 3. — | 
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© you; why Child, it is doing you too much Ho- 
nour but to ſpeak to you.” © I ſhould be glad to 
© be without that Honour from you, Mrs. Judy,) 
anſwered the Girl, a little pertly; but ſhe had 
ſoon Reaſon to repent. of her Tartneſs, fora Hand 
that reſembled Ivory in Nothing but its bony 

Hardneſs, ſaluted her acroſs the Face with fo 
much Warmth, that ſhe ſtaggered under the Preſ- - 
ſure; but you ſhall hear me and feel me too, 
you impudent Minx, ÞIl teach you to be ſau- 
© cy ' was uttered in a perfect Scream, when her 
Ladyſhip's Bell relieved the poor Child from her 
Fright and Terror. ff. ͤ 


1 HA P. VI. 


The Arrival of one not in the leaſt expected. Betty 
Barnes receives ſome Account er Parents ; 


- which greatly irritates the pious Judy. 


ETTY BARNES had ſcarcely received a harſh 
Word, much leſs a Blow, from her dear 
Mrs. Evans ſince ſhe was ſeven Vears old; it is no 
Wonder then, that ſhe was greatly affected at 
the Treatment ſhe met with from her prefent 
Companion and Bed-fellow ; and the actually re- 
volved in her young Mind many Schemes of ef- 
caping from her Perſecutions ; but as ſne was 
without Friends, and knew not any Place to go to, 
having never been out of the Village, further than 
a Mile or two round it, above three or four Times 
in her Life, ſhe found herſelf quite at a Loſs what 
to do, when ſhe was rouzed from her Reveries 
and her Bed, by the ſhrill Voice of her Tormen- 
ter. A ſleepleſs Night, the moſt Part of which 
had been ſpent in Tears, added to the Fright. -. | 
„ . Es Which i 
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which the poor Girl had been in the Evening be- 
fore, had really made her extremely ill; yet this 
unfeeling Woman inſiſted on her riſing at the uſu- 
al Time, notwithſtanding ſhe complained of an 
intenſe Pain in her Head; but her good Lady, as 
has been ſaid before, on ſeeing her look pale and 
dejeCted, permitted her to retire without perform 
ing her uſual Taſk of Reading; and ſhe was juſt 
going to lie down, when a Servant eame and told 
her, that a good looking Man aſked for her at the 
Gate. As ſhe knew no one out of the Family, 
who, ſhe thought, could have any Buſineſs with 
her, ſhe was ſeized with Surprize and Terror; 
for as ſne had no Idea of any Thing more terrible 
than the heavy-fiſted Judy, ſhe immediately con- 
cluded; that ſhe had- heard what ſhe had ſaid to 
her Miſtreſs, and had made Uſe of this Pretence - 
to get her out of the Hearing of the Reſt of the 
Servants, to give her, at leaſt, a good Beating, if 
not to kill her; and ſo ſtrongly did this Notion - 
Prepoſſeſs her, that it was with great Difficulty' 
ſhe was perſuaded to ſee the Stranger, though the 
Man that brought her the Meſſage promiſed not 
to leave her till he was gone out of the Houle. - 
However, ſhe at laſt went down and found him in 
cloſe Conference with. her Perſecutor, on which 
ſhe was on the Point of running back, when the 
glum Looks of the Lady's Woman, which were 
directed towards the Man, convinced her that 
: what he had been ſaying was far from being plea- 
| ſing to her; and this a little diſſipated her Fears. 
1 The Man, on ſeeing her enter the Kitchen, into 
which he had been invited by the inquiſitive Ju- 
dy, in Hopes that by pumping out of him his Bu- 
ſineſs, ſne might have more Matter for her Ma- 
9 e , ; levolence 
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levolence to work on; aſked one that ſtood near 
him, if that was the Perſon he had aſked for? On 
his being informed ſhe was, he went to her, and 
with a Look that at once expreſſed Pleaſure and 
Grief, aſked her if ſhe had ever been told any 
Thing relating to her Birth, or had found out who 
was her Father. This Queſtion, on a Subject 
that had been to her a Source of ſo much Morti- 
fication, again revived the Fears that the Benigni- 
ty of his Aſpect, and the good-natured- Tone of 
his Voice had in a great Meaſure allayed; and ſhe” 
anſwered in an Accent that expreſſed the utmoſt 
Humiliationz Oh, Sir! I need not to have 
Strangers to come to tell me how miſerable I 
am. I am ſure I hear of it often enough from 
Mrs. Judy; but if my Mother was not ſo good 
as ſhe. ought to have been, can I help what ſhe 
© did before E was born? I am ſure, Sir, I have 
done Nothing to offend you, whom I believe 
© I have never ſeen in my Life before, that you 
© ſhould make me your Jeft. How is it poſſible, 
that I ſhould know any Thing of my Father, 
* when 1 don't ſo much as know my own Name; 
* but am called by one that is always bringing to 
my Mind, the Unlikelihood there is that I ſhould 
ever know him? A Torrent of Tears pre- 
vented her proceeding, and it was ſome Time be- 
fore ſhe was enough compoſed to attend to what 
the compaſſionate Countryman, who could him- 
ſelf ſcarce refrain from weeping, had to ſay to 


0 


her. „„ f 5 l r I | 

© I can't tell what you mean, Child, by ſaying 
your Mother was not ſo good as ſhe ought to 
have been,” replied the Farmer; who told you 
© ſo? I verily believe ſhe was a very honeſt Wo- 
man; and except you have got ſome better I- 

„ "Bo formation 
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© formation than I can obtain. at the Place. As 
vou was born, I believe I know as much of her 
© as. any Body in. this Part of the Country; tho' 
I take Shame to myſelf, that I know ſo little of 
you. 
His aſſerting that he believed her Mother ho- 
neſt, and that he knew ſomething concerning her 
Birth, gave the poor Girl too much Defire to talk 
further with him, for her to be in the leaſt intimi-. 
dated by the fierce Looks of Judy; who, in her 
preſent Attitude, might be aptly enough compa- 
red to a Turkey-cock, when offended at the Hig- 
ler's Cloak, or the Milk-maid's red Petticoat: for 
on the firſt Sound of the Word HoxkEs r, the ſtiff 
Ligatures of her Neck relaxed, and her Head 
might more properly be ſaid to be thruſt forward 
than held upright: ſo ſurprizingly was ſhe Creſt- 
fallen, on the bare Thought of her loſing ſuch. an 
excellent Topic of Abuſe. Betty Barnes, I ſay, 
enquired with the utmoſt Earneſtneſs into every 
Particular, and was anſwered in a Manner per- 
fectly good-natured by the honeſt Farmer; who 
gave her a ſuccinct Account of all that had hap- 
pened to her Mother, from the Time ſhe came to 
Squire Seward's till her Death; and when he had 
finiſhed the Relation, he put into her Hand the 
Letter, as a Confirmation of the Truth of "what 
he had been telling her. 

The Sight, of what ſhe believed to be wrote by 
2. Hand ſo nearly allied to her, made her, for the 
firſt Time, feel the endearing Senſations of filial 
Love, nad with Tears of Affection running down 
her Face, ſhe cried out, Ohl that I could but 
© ſee and know my Father! then I ſhould be no 
5 more wretched ;, for I think e work, or 
| of * even 
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© even beg and be happy, if I had but Somebody 

to own and ſhield me from the Shame of hear- 

ing myſelf called a Baſtard? ... 
„ 8 wats, Be 


Some Paſſages in the Life of honeſt Joſeph. Mr. 


S8eward' Butler, The Converſation begun in the 


* lafl Chapter brought to a Concluſion. «+. 


TY ſagacious Readers, I fancy, have already 
11 diſcovered, that the Farmer, who at firſt 
gave ſuch Uneaſineſs to Betty Barnes, was no o- 
ther than honeſt Jeſepb the Butler, who had juſt 
after her Birth highly offended Mrs. Seward, his 
Lady, by endeavouring to excite the Compaſſion 
of his Maſter, in Favour of the Mother of our 

unhappy Orphan. 33 
This Man had, you may remember, promiſed 


to take ſome Care of the Education of the Girl, 


and I make no Doubt, at that Time, fully defigned 
to be as good as his Word; but the old Man 
whom I mentioned in the former Part of this Hf- 
tory, as holding a Farm of *Squire Seward, died 
| Toon after ſhe was placed with Goody Gurton her 
Nurſe ; and Foſepb, after having eſpouſed Suſan 


his Miſtreſs's Maid, took Poſſeſſion of the Farm, — 1 


which was thirty Miles diſtant from the Village 
where ſhe was. He was, the firſt Year after his 
Marriage, bleſt with a fine Boy, of whom he was 
exceſſively fond, as he had no other during the 
five Years that his Wife lived, or rather lan- 
guiſhed; for ſhe never enjoyed an Hour's Health 
after his Birth. This Child too much employed 
his Thoughts for poor Betty Barnes to * any 

; IR | dare 
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Share in thaw. and ſhe would probably have been 
quite forgot, had not the little Bundle which con- 
tained her Father's Letter, -the Lock of Hair, and 
Bit of Silver, fallen into his Hands; this he found 
when he was looking over his Wife's Cloaths 
ſome Months after her Death. He, a good Deal 
| ſoftened. by the melancholy: Employment in which 
he was engaged, felt a Pang of, Self-reproach. at 
the Sight : Some Time after, he made Enquiry 
concerning the Child at the Village where ſhe had 
been nurſed, and there heard, that ſhe was main- 
tained by the Lady Benſon, with whom ſhe had 
been almoſt two Vears. As it was nothing bt. A 
| Senſe of Duty that had induced him, to trouble 
himſelf about her, he was far from being diſplea- 
fed at this Intelligence; He was weak enough to 
eſteem the Engagements he had laid himſelf under, 
as & kind of Injury to his own Child, to promote 
_ 'whoſe Happineſs he denied himſelf every Enjoy- 
ment of Life, that had the leaſt. ndency to 
fruſtrate his grand Deſign of leaving hi rich; ſo 
fooliſhly was he blinded by the criminal E 
a Paſſion, which, when kept within proper 
© . Bounds, is a Source of the moſt refined and ratio- 
nal Delight, I mean paternal Affection, that he 
b thought the ſaving a few more Guineas of more 
Importance than the great, the god-like Pleaſure 
of doing Good, than the dear Delight of giving 
Inſtruction to the Ignorant, and reſeuing the Or- 
phan from Beggary and Wretchedneſs. 
But vain is human Foreſight ! this Child, for 
whoſe future Welfare the careful Father ſpent ſo 
many anxious Nights and toilſome Days, had 
hardly reached his twelfth Year, before he was, 
like the Son of the Shunamite, carried. from the 


Field to the Houſe, ſtruck with a mortal Diſeaſe, 
5 of _ 
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of whick: he ſoon expired, to the mange ble 
| Grief of this indulgent Parent. 
This Stroke, painful as it was, was attended 

with very happy Effects. ſince it reſtored to a juſt 
Way of thinking, a Mind naturally benevolent, 
| that had been contracted and made narrow by a 
too fixed Attention to one Object. 

As- ſoon as the firſt Tranſports of Sorrow had 
given Way to calm Reflection, he began to be 
ſenſible. of the Folly of his late Conduct, and even 
ſubmitted to, and made a right Uſe of, the afflic- 
tive Providence. | 
| It was about three Months a the Death of 
tis Child, that a Servant of the Lady Benſen's 
came to the Farmer's Houſe, to ſee his Brother 
who was juſt come to live with him. Jaſepb, on 
ſeeing the young Man, as he was taking Leave, 
enquired who he was and where he lived? when 
he was anſwered by his Plough-man, wich an 
© Oh! Maſter, in a rare good Place, at the Lady 
< Benſon's, where he would be as happy as the 
Day is long, if it was not for a damnation De- 
« vil of a Waiting-maid, who, the poor Lad tells 
h me, is always ſcolding.” Can vou tell me, re- 
turned the Maſter, if there is a Girl in the 
* Family that the Lady took out of Charity!“ 
© What ! Betty Barnes! yes, poor Creature, ſhe 
_ © lives there till, but no Toad under a Harrow 


| © lives ſuch a Life as ſhe does, along of that 


|. © Screech-Owl of a Maid, who, Tummas ſays, is 
_ © always teazing her about her Mother's being a 

© Whore? 
This was enough to awake the Humanity of Jo- 
ſepb, and to make him reſolve at leaſt to deliver 
Betty Barnes from theſe cauſeleſs Reproaches, and 
| | eilt 


* 1 
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it bad that Effect; for he ſet out the following 


| Week for the Seat of the Lady Benſon, where he 
j | ©. arrived, as has been before related. But to re- 
0 Mrs. Judy, who had been obliged to leave the 
ö * the Hall in the Midſt of 7eſepb's Narration, re- 


W | turned juſt as it was finiſhed ;. and, on ſeeing the 
1 Sirl in Tears, ſaid to her in the moſt peeviſn 
; Tone, Come, don't ſtand ſniveling there, liſten- 

' © ing to a Story of a Cock and a Bull, about who 
1 is or is not your Father; 1 ſuppoſe, if the Truth 
þ was known, Half the Pariſh have a Right to the 
WW:  _* Honour, iy have a Mind to claim it; for 
| | 


© what honeſt Woman, do you think, would be 


forced to lie in a Barn? And you, Miſter, ad- 
1 ded ſhe, giving her Head a Toſs, and fixing her 

N Eyes on Jeſepb, you, I think, might find ſome- 

1 ( thing elſe to do, and not come here to fill the 


1 „Girl's Head with a Pack of Nonſenſe; but 1 
* don't believe you came hither of your own Ac- 
cord, her dear Mrs. Evans, as ſhe calls her, is, I 
fancy, at the Bottom of all this; for Folks don't 
.© uſe to be ſo generous as to travel thirty Miles 


fer nothing; but I imagine, ſhe thought it an 
[ + 5 Aﬀront to her Gentility to bring up one ſo mean; 
e, I ſuppoſe, weſhall have Somebody by-and-by 
l I come and pretend to be her Father. For my 


Part, I ſhall be glad if it ſhould be ſo; for 1 

4 don't know what ſuch Beggars are good for, but 

. to ſpoil the Places of honeſt induſtrious Servants.” 
5 It is hard to ſay when this fine Harangue would 
| 5 have ended, had ſne not been ſummoned to attend 

3 ber Lady, who had juſt received a Letter from 

1 her Houſe-keeper. When ſhe was out of Hearing, 

= the Farmer told Betty Barnes, that he heartily pi- 
4 tied her, and ſhould be glad to have W 
7 a ä im ; 


him; but as he had no Wife, he thought it would 


two longer, if ſhe could poſſibly bear that perpe- 


tual Mill-clack. Here they were interrupted by 


the Entrance of the young Fellow who had been 
at the Farmer's Houſe to ſee his Brother, who told 
Betty Barnes, that her Lady wanted her. There 
© js the Devil to pay in the Dining-Room,? cried 
| he with a Look of Satisfaction, for Somebody, 
God bleſs them for it, has ſent Mrs. Evans Word, 
that this curſed Judy is continually. a tormenting 
© you, and her Ladyſhip is huffing her moſt charm- 


< ingly. Do, Betty, go and ſpeak for yourſelf; I 
© was ordered to bid you come in.“ She no ſooner 


appeared, than her Lady told her, that her old 
Friend was coming Home. This News, undoubt- 
edly, gave her great Pleaſure, and, being added 
to the Information ſhe had received from Joſepb, 
put her into ſuch a Harmony of Spirits, that ſhe 


was far from being in a Humour to increaſe the 


Pain of the already mortified Chamber-maid. 


| She returned to the Farmer, and gave him 


the moſt grateful Thanks for the Trouble he had 


given himſelf, and told him with the utmoſt Joy, 
that her dear Mrs. Evans was returning, and would 
make her happy: He replied, © I heartily wiſh 


vou may find it ſo; but if not, you ſhall be wel- 


come to come and live with me: This young 


Man, pointing to the Brother of his own Ser- 
vant, can inform you where I live, and you ma 

be ſure of a kind Reception——but hold, I for- 
got to give you this Bit of Silver, which, with 
© a Lock of Hair, was wrapt up in the Letter I 


* gave you. He then delivered them to her and 


D CHAP. 
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be better for her to oy where ſhe was a Year or 
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After mentioning ſome Matters relating to Mrs. Evans, 
_ ſhews Judy's Skill at plotting, which introduces a 

. . new Charafler, who makes a conſiderable Figure in 
« this and ſome of the following Chapters. 


| Ms; Evans returned in a few Days, and every . 


| Thing ſeemed to go on with the utmoſt 
Harmony; the poor Girl had no longer the Pain 
of hearing herſelf abuſed, and on her Part felt not 


the leaſt Reſentment ; for ſhe was the Dupe of 


Mrs. Judy's Artifice, who, affrighted atuhe Me- 
naces of her Miſtreſs, had fallen from Reproaches 


to Fawning. Tho' this Behaviour could impoſe 


on a young unexperienced Girl, it could not on 
the prudent Houſe-keeper, who ſaw through the 


Cheat, and warned her Pupil to be on her Guard; 


but, notwithſtending all her Cautions, the poor 
Girl became the Victim of her Treachery and 


Malice. But before I proceed, I ought juſt to 


mention ſome Particulars relating to Mrs. Evans's 
h his OT nn, 
She found her Son and her worthy Maſter per- 
fectly well; but the laſt bad ſome Time before 


been ill of a Fever, in which Illneſs he had made 
his Will, and had told young Mr. Evans, for that 


was the Name 'he went by, that his Mother, as 
well as himſelf, would find that ſhe was not forgot. 
have,“ ſaid this worthy Man, no Relations liv- 
ing but my Brother, who is himſelf too wealthy 


to need any Thing I can leave him, and an un- 


* worthy Nephew I have not ſeen theſe eighteen 


BETTY BARNES. 5x. 
or twenty Years ; ſo that I think J am intirely 
© at Liberty to appoint whom [I pleaſe my Heirs.” 
As this was a Subject, that he found affected the 
young Man, he took no more Notice of it to him; 
but when Mrs. Evans came to Town, he ſhewed 
her a rorgh Copy of a Will, in which ſhe was 
appointed ſole Executrix, and her Son entirely | 
dependent on her; except for five. hundred 
Pounds, which he was to have when at Age. This 
Generoſity overwhelmed the Heart of Mrs. Evans 
too much to admit of Words, and the fitent Elo- 

quence of Tears was all the Thanks ſhe was able 

to pay for a conſiderable Time; however, ſhe at 
laſt ſpoke, but was permitted only to ſay, that ſuch 
unmerited Goodneſs was without Example. Mr. 
Gibbons inſiſted, that ſhe would never mention it; 
£ for, I don't think,” ſaid he, that there is any 
Thing in it that can render this ſuch an extraor- 
* dinary Obligation, ſince, if I knew any one who 

I thought would make a better Uſe of what I 
© ſhall leave, I ſhould certainly conſtitute him my 
e . 1 

Mrs. Evans had not been in Town above three 
Weeks before ſne received a Letter without a 
Name, that informed her of the Cruelty of Mrs. 
Judy to Betty Barnes : This Letter ſhe ſent to the 
Lady Benſen, incloſed in one from herſelf, which 
acquainted her Lady ſhip, that her Son was gone 
his Voyage, and that ſne was returning to her 

Charge. This Letter had been the joint Contriv- 
ance of all the inferior Servants, who, to prevent 
Diſcovery, had intruſted it to the Care of the 

young Fellow that lived with Jefepbßꝰ. 

But to return to the poor Girl. She was, as 
has been ſaid, the Dupe of the artful Judy; who, 

ro To SIA At 8 finding 
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finding that ſhe could not, by all the could ſay, | 
prejudice her Lady againſt her, ſtrove, by the 
moſt inſinuating Behaviour, to make her believe 
ſhe was her Friend; and ſeemed to vie with Mrs. 
Evans in kttle kind Offices to her. In this ſeem- 
ingly happy Situation ſhe remained iome I ime, 
- and began to throw off the Child, when there ar- 
rived a Relation of Lady Benſon : This was the 
young Officer that was in the Coach with the La- 
dy when ſhe firſt took Notice of Betty Barnes. He 
had not been to pay a Viſit to his Aunt fince that 
Time, and very probably her Ladyſhip owed this 
Mark of his Reſpect, more to ſome Intimations 
he had received of her threatening to exclude hjm 
out of her Will, than to any real Affection. | 

This Officer had a Perfon that was naturally 
far from diſagreeable ; but as he wanted that 
Greatneſs of Mind, which alone ought to be cal- 
led Courage, he, in attempting to hide the De- 
fed, aſſumed a Ferocity that made him appear 
more the Bully than the. Gentleman: While he 
was in Londen, he had found this the Way to gain 
| Submiſſion from Chairmen, Drawers, and Women 
cf the Town, and therefore he ſtill kept up a Be- 
haviour, which be fancied ſo much contributed to 
his Dignity ; and that he might render himſelf 
reſiſtibly terrible, he tried the almoſt Extent of his 
ſterile Genius in inventing new-coined Oaths and 
horrid Execrations, which he uttered without Con- 
nexion, or even the lame Excuſe of Paſſion ; be- 
lieving, that when he was abhorred by the harm- 
leſs Villagers as a perfect Demon, they ſtood in 

Awe of his ſuperlative Merit, asof a Heroof the firſt 
Rank. -He added to this, that common Defedt of 
little Minds, to ape the Failings of great Charac- 
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ters, eſteeming them Ornaments, when they are 


in Reality only Foils, that like Shades in a Pic- 
ture may, perhaps, ſometimes add a Beauty to the 


more ſtriking Parts of the Piece. He had heard, 
for to Books he had an unconquerable Averſion, ſo 
could not have. read it, that many of the Heroes 
of Antiquity were negligent in Dreſs, and, there- 
fore, that he might anſwer his own Idea of a great 


Man, he ſometimes needed the Remonſtrances of 
his Aunt ro be tolerably decent. An uncombed 


Wiz, a long Beard, and foul Linen were inſepa- 
rably connected, in his Opinion, with a Man of 
Bravery ; and he fcarce ever ſaw a Viſitant at his 


Aunt's, who had been complaiſant enough to be 


clean, but he pronounced, with the Addition of 


S'blood, Wounds, and Thunder, he was a Pol- 


troon and a Coward, Her Ladyſhip was ſome- 
times ready to reſent this Freedom of her Nephew 
to her Friends, but as ſhe had only a mean Opi- 
on of his IntelleQs, ſhe thought his Cenſures, as 
well as the Expletives that commonly ufhered 


them, were only for Want of being able to hold 


more pertinent Diſcourſe; and from hence it hap- 
pened, that on theſe Occaſions he had leſs of her 
Anger than her Pity. .- — 55 TY. 


He was a Man, in every other Reſpect, of very 
di ſſolute Principles; and by having been much in 
the Company of the loweſt Sort of lewd Women, 
had contrated a Habit of talking in æ Manner 
quite offenſive to Decency ; indeed Awe kept him 


on his Guard in the Company of his Aunt; but 
in the Hearing of Betty Barnes, he threw off all 
| Reſtraint : He often aſſailed her Ear in a Lan- 
guage to which ſhe was intirely a Stranger, and 
the poor Girl would on: ta: W 
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umph that none but the Poſſe ſſor of a mean, low, 


ſcenities. | - 


on between them, and ſhe no longer looked on 
Him as the Nephew of her Benefactor, nor paid 


and the haſty Expreſſions of affronted Purity, 
play her Eloquence, in expatiating on the Pride 


of ſuch low-born Wretches, and inſinuating to 


would be conſiſtent with his Intereſt. * But, for 
my Part,“ ſhe continued with a Shrug,* I muſt 


there has been a Man here that pretends that 
Woman who nurſed her told my Lady, that ſhe 


I fay nothing, it is no Buſineſs of mine to make 
© myſelf Enemies; but I know what I know, if I. 


of what he ſaid, when it could hardly be called by 
ſo ſoft an Epithet as a double Entendre. He 
thought, no Doubt, that this was a Proof of his 
Wit, and pleaſed himſelf in an unmanly Triumph 
over. the, Ignorance of a perfect Child: A Tri- 


groveling Soul could be capable of enjoying; 
ſince a Libertine, of the leaſt Refinement, always 
avoids ſhocking the Ears of the chaſte with Ob- 


This Behaviour ſoon threw down all Diſtincti- 


him Reſpect as ſuch ; but boldly refuſed to attend 
his Commands, except they were to be executed 
in the Preſence of her Miftreſs. his Step, which 
was the natural Reſult of her own Reflections, 


gave the penetrating Judy an Opportunity to diſ- 


the Nephew, that ſhe much feared the Girl would 
have a greater Share in his Aunt's Will than 


© hold my Tongue, for my Lady is ſo wrapt up in 
© her and Mrs. Evans, that I had like to have loft 
© my Place ſome Time ago, only for endeavour- 
© ing to make the Creature know herſelf; and 


© ſheisno Baftard, when you know, Sir, that the 


© received her from the Pariſh as ſuch. However, 


n 
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© was in ſomefolk's Place, I would not-ſuffer &er 


an imper tinent Slut in England to affront me, If 


6. ] was any Thing but a Servant, I warrant I'd 
© ſoon rid the Houſe of all that I thought would 
* hurt my Intereſt ; indeed, fuch as had ſhewn 
© themſelves my Friends, I ſhould think had a 
Right to my Favour; for, you know, tho? one 


© vice.” | 


can't ſpeak, a ſeaſonable Letter may be of Ser- 


This a little awakened the Gentleman from the- 


Revery into which he had been: thrown by the 


Hint relating to his Aunt's Will, and in which he 
had loſt a good Part of what ſhe had been ſaying ;. 
for Souls like his are alive to nothing but what con- 
cerns themſelves, their Paſſions-. and their Vices; 
but on her intimating that ſhe was the Author of 
the Letter he had received; he pulled it out of his 


Pocket, and told her if he had known ſooner who 
he was obliged:to. for it; he ſhould. have acknow- 


ledged the Favour ;. but, ſays he; I muſt © 


trouble you to explain ſomething, that for my 


© Life I can't find out, who it is you mean, when 
you 5 there is one who has long been my 


Friend, out of Inclination as well as a Senſe of 
© Duty :-I had a Notion it was my Lady's hand- 
*© ſome Houſe-keeper ; but ſhe, as well as the 


© little Chit, gives herſelf Airs, becauſe I. ap- 
© pealed to her as a Woman of Experience, and | 


* told her, ſhe ſhould inſtruct the Wench how to 
_ © anſwer. a Gentleman with ſomething better than 


_ © Bluſhes and Curteſies. Mrs. Judy was now at 
a ſtrange Loſs how to behave, and could only ſay, 


Saure, Sir, you muſt be miſtaken; I don't think 
* ſuch a Thing eſcaped me; I would not for the 
World be guilty of being forward.“ This was 
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Manner; the Lady Ben/on having no Deſign of 


-* f 


mi Hier of 
too plain for him to miſtake the Senſe; but as the 
Form of this meagre Maid was by no Means fit 
to inſpire a Paſſion in the Heart of a Man of thir- 
ty-five, he wiſely replied, that he ſuppoſed he had 


read it wrong, but was far from having entertain- 


ed ſuch a Thought. As this Letter is an Origi- 
nal, I ſhall give it my Readers, wrote from a 
Copy that a Friend of the Gentleman took from 
the very Letter, which he careleſsly pulled out 
at a Tavern when in Liquor, and which was 
tranſcribed whilſt he ſlept, | | 


e Dere Sur, 


* 1 that you air in gud helth, this 
4 


cumes to let you no, that I wiſh you wuld 
© cum down into the contry for my ladee, yur 
© ant taukes of makin a nu will, and i much fere 
© me, you have loſt her favour by not cuming to 
© ſee her in ſo long a time, and ſhe has got fume 
© foukes about her that taks upon em as thouf 
© they ware ſure of being pervided for; but i be- 
© leve if you cum, fume how or other we ma 


© contrieu to get the better of all that wuld hurt 


© yur interuſt and i aſſure you, Sur, i ſhall in- 
© devor all in my pour to ſarve you, and let me 
© tell you, that thare is won hear who out of in- 
© clinaſhion as well as a ſens of duty is long your 
«* frend ; but if you cume you muſt not menſhon 


that you no any thing of her ladeſhip's being 
angri. So no moor at preſent from yur. 


© umbel ſarvaut unnoun. 


This Letter was entirely the Work of Mrs. 
— fruitfal Brain, both as to the Matter and 


altering 


altering her Will, nor had ever expreſſed any 
Diflike to her Nephew; ſhe had once, indeed, 
ſaid to Mrs. Evans, in tbe Hearing of her Maid, 
who had made a full Stop without the Door of the 
Room where ſhe heard her Miſtreſs's Tongue, 
that ſhe would do ſomething for the Girl, if ſhe 
| behaved well; and as the Cena I have been 


talking of, had in early Life given many Proofs of 


his not being inſenſible to what concerned himſelf, 

Judy thought no Perſon ſo proper to aſſiſt her in 
her Deſigns of removing Betty Barnes from the 
Houſe and Protection of her good Lady: Yet, 


as ſhe knew he had no great Affection for his 


Aunt, on Account of ſome warm Remonſtrances 
ſhe had made to him, on his attempting, when he 


was laſt in the Country, to corrupt the Honeſty of 


a poor labouring Man, by offering him a Bribe to 
betray to him the Chaſtity of his only Daughter ; 
and that he, had been offended at her Ladyſhip's 
refufing to ruin the Fellow, who had given his 
Worſhip a good Drubbing, when he expected the 
Indulgence of his moſt favourite Appetite ; ſhe, 


leſt he ſhould flight her Admonitions, thought it 
neceſſary to alarm his Fears, by ſomething conſi- 


derable. 


After this, Judy frequently threw herſelf in the 
Captain's Way, and as ſne had her wicked Scheme 
much at Heart, loſt no Opportunity that offered 
to excite in his Mind, already enough enflamed, 
the moſt cruel Reſentment againſt poor Betty 


Barnes, who, as much as poſſible, kept out of his 
Sitzt; yet, in Spite of all her Endeavours, they 


could hit upon no Scheme that had the leaſt Pro- 


bability of Succeſs, while ſhe was guarded by the 


| Vigilance of Mrs. Evans, who, unhappily fer the 
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poor Child, received a ſecond Summons to London, 
from a Hand little expected. 


CHAP. . 


The Lady 8 ruded of Betty 1 from 
the unfair Repreſentations o ber Fe s N. e- 
how and Mrs. Jud y. 


HE Abſence of Mrs. Evans 1 to Mrs. 
Fudy the moſt happy Event, as it promiſed 
her the Accompliſhment of her Wiſhes ; ſhe had 
not been gone above two Days, before, by hen 
Advice, the Captain, as they called him, though 
he was only a Lieutenant on Half-pay, complain- 
ed of Betty. Barnes's Want of Reſpe&, and that 
ſhe behaved as if fhe thought him her Equal. 
This was far from being pleaſing to her Miſtreſs, 
as ſhe had a very different Idea of what he meant, 
than he intended ſhe ſhould. *© How, Nephew, 
as if ſhe thought you. her Equal | then I am afraid 
you have been yourſelf to blame; for, I am con- 
fident, it muſt have been ſome undue Condeſcen- 
ſion on your Side, that has encouraged her to for- 
get herſelf.” “ Yes, yes, Madam,” he returned,. 
' to be ſure, I am always in the Wrong ; but if 
my Father had lived, I ſhould not have been in- 
ſuſted in this Houſe.” „ „ am ſorry, Sir, that 
you ſhould meet with any Thing that offends you 
now; replied his Aunt, a little ruffled by the 
Reflection; 3; © and I am far from meaning you 
any Inſult, but 1 ſhall be accountable to none, 
who, I admit or. continue in my Family., If the, 
Girl is to blame, I ſhall talk to her.“ Indeed, 


Madam,“ cried: the Waiting-maid, who came in= | 


to the Room by De ſign 3 I don t love to make. 
5 Miſchief, 
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bo Miſchief, but I have often wondered at the Cap- 

tain's Patience ; for the Girl {not of her own 
Head, I dare ſay) refuſes to bring him what he 
calls for, and always ſends a Servant to wait on 
him; and once, I think, Sir, ſne told you, that 
ſhe was ſure her Lady would not be diſpleaſed, if 
you told her of her refuſing to wait on you. 

This was ſtrialy true, for the Girl had ſaid the 
very Words; but had added, if ſhe was told 

in what Manner he had behaved to her: * 
This the conſgientious Judy ſuppreſſed; as it 
perhaps would have offended the Captain, had me 
mentioned it; or rather as it might have led to 
Explanations. that would have ee her Scheme 


abortive. 
The Lady Benſon, though ſhe 4 her Ne- 


phew was far from being une xceptionable as to 


his Morals, did not imagine him capable of ſo mean 
an Action, as conniving with a Servant to ruin a 
poor friendleſs Child, who had never injured him; 
and the Behaviour of her own Maid, ſince the 
Time of the former's coming, had been ſo kind to 
the Girl, that ſhe began to think her Houſe-keep- 
er a little to blame, and that. Betty Barnes was ſil- 
ly enough to faney herſelf entitled to ſome Dii- 
tinctions, becauſe ſhe :was not put to the labori- 
ous Offices of the Family. 8 
Thus perſuaded, ſhe, the firſt Time the Girl | 
came in her Sight, aſked her with an Air of 
Sternneſs, the Reaſon of her not attending the Com- 
mands of her Nephew ; Sure you can't think 
yourſelf above ſerving any Relation of mine ; can 
you? I am informed you ſay, I ſhould not be 
angry at your behaving 5 a Manner ſo unbecom- 
| But you will find vourfelf- miſtaken ; for 
rough I alk be a Friend to you while you con- 
"T7 rinue- 
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tinue to deſerve it, I ſhall withdraw my Favour as 
| ſoon as I perceive it is made an ill Uſe of.” As 
this was uttered in an Accent that convinced her 
that her Ladyſhip was much out. of Humour, the 


poor Creature was ſo affected, that ſhe was un- 


able to vindicate herſelf. ; and could only ſob. out, 
„Indeed, Madam, If I could tell your La- 
dyſhip, you would not, I am ſure you would not, 
be fo angry; but I ſee my Ruin is deſigned, 
and I have no Friend to plead for me now.“ The 
inveterate Judy heard what paſſed ; for ſhe had 


ſeen Betty go in to her Miſtreſs, had followed her, 


and now thought it high Time to put an End to 
the Conference, leſt it ſhould go far enough to re- 
move her Lady's Diſpleaſure, which appeared great- 
er than her Hopes ; ſhe, therefore, ſent. the Cap- 
tain, who was in an adjoining Room, to interrupt 


them; by telling him, that Betty would, if he let 


her go on,, make her own. Party. good at his Ex- 
Pence ; however, ſhe adviſed him to take no No- 


| . tice: that he knew what had paſſed, This Advice 


he complied with, and on his appearing, the Girl 

immediately withdrew _ „ 

Ti” CHART „ 

5 Betty Barnes in the utmoſt Danger from a Viltain.; 
 awith her Eſcape and Flight from the. Heuſe of the 

Lady Benſon. 3 3 3 155 | 5 


 QUEVERAL Days paſſed before the poor Girl 
5 8 had Orders from her Miſtreſs to attend her, and 
ſhe was ſo ſtruck by this Mark of her Anger, that 
ſne could neither eat nor ſleep, Inithis. Situation 
ſhe frequently went into the Orchard, which ad- 


joined to the Kitchen Garden, to give free Scape, 


we.ithout Witneſſes to her Tears; the Suppreſſion 
of which almoſt choaked her. This was Gs 
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by Judy, who thought of a moſt deteſtable Method 
of improving this trifling Incident to her utter 
Ruin. She communicated her Obſervations to 

the Captain, and told him, this was the Time, if 

ever, to get rid of her; for if,“ ſays ſhe, © you 


let her talk for herſelf, ſhe is fuch an artful Witch, 


ſhe will be too many for us both. TI ſee my Lady 
begins to reſent, becauſe one of the Maids told her 
| ſhe was always crying; and when Mrs. Evans 
comes Home, we ſhall have a whole Budget full 
of Complaints, and my Lady will believe her be- 
fore any Body. If we could. hit on ſome Contri- 
vance to make her Lady ſnip believe: ſhe told her 
a known Falſehood, I dare ſay her Buſineſs would 
be done in this Family.” Ah, but I can*t:contrive, 
for my Part'', replied the Nephew ;. ** beſides, 
Mrs. Judy, the Girl is a good pretty Girl, and it 
would be a Pity to ruin her, except it was for 
ſome End.“ I his Anſwer put a Stop to the 
Converſation for that Time; for, vile as ſhe was, 
- ſhe could not help feeling ſome Remorſe. The 
next Day ſhe was long in private with the Captain, 
and the Subject of their Converſation will be ſeen 
JJ TEE. 
In the Afternoon the Captain, as he affected to 
be called, was ſeized with a violent Pain in his 
Head; which, he ſent Mrs, Judy to tell her Miſ- 
treſs, he feared was the Fore- runner of a Fever. 
The good Lady immediately ordered a Meſſenger 
to be ſent. to the next Market Town, for a Phy- 
ſician; but this Order was countermanded by the 
Captain himſelf, who ſaid he had ſome faint Hopes 
of being better by next Morning, for he was ex- 
ceeding 87 and deſired that he might not be 
diſturbed. We ſhall leave bim to his Repoſe, and 
| follow. Betty Barnes, who will ſoonibe im  Condi- 
tion, that deſerves our Pit: 118 3 ER on 
VC | dne 
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dhe had retired to the Orchard to indulge her 


MNelanchqly, juſt before the Captain went to his 
Chamber, and was, therefore, unacquainted with 


his ſudden Indiſpoſition. She was ſitting on the 
Stump of a Tree, that often ſerved her for a Seat, 


and had in her Hand her Father's Letter, which 


ſne was weeping over; when a Man ruſhed from 
behind ſome T'rees that were near where ſhe ſat, 
and, with the greateſt Rudeneſs, raviſhed a Kiſs | ; 
by mere Force. This Behaviour frighted her ve-- 


ry much, and ſhe was running towards the Place 


where ſhe entered, when the Wretch gave her to 
_ underſtand, that they ſhould not part ſo; You 


© ſhall have no more Cauſe to complain of Words, : 


my little Lady, for ſince you love telling of 
* 'Tales, I warrant I'll furniſh you with ſomething. 
F: 26 talk of? This Speech, and the Face of the. 
Man that uttered it, he in the Scuffle had dropt 


his Hat, gave her the moſt dreadful Apprehenſi- 


ons. She, in the utmoſt Terror, begged him to 


leave her; but he, far from liſtening to ber En- 


treaties, began to perſuade her to grant thoſe Fa- 


vours voluntarily, which he was determined, if 


ö ſhe refuſed, to uſe Force to obtain. 


Shocked at the Propoſal, which was made in 3 
Manner the moſt indecent, ſhe gave a loud Cry, 


and by a ſudden Effort ſprung from him, towards 


that Part of the Orchard fartheſt from 04 Houle : 


he followed, and had juſt overtaken her, crying 
out in a Tone of Triumph, © You are very kind, 


© I only want you out of Ear-ſhot ;* when an-in- 


viſible Hand threw a large Apple- at his Head, 
with ſo well directed an Aim, that his Nate goſh- 


| ed in a perfect Stream. 0H 20 1 {3p 


The Sight of his Elood, and the Noite of the 


Fruit that fell round him, made him ſtop his Pur- 


5 ad and turn to the Place from whence he was: 
} "402 © i. | ws * 
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aſſaulted, which the poor frighted creature did 
not fail to make the moſt of. ksbe, with nimble 
Footſteps, ran into the Garden by which the had 
entered; where ſhe found Judy, who ſeemed ex- 
tremely frightened at ſeeing her pale and out of 

Breath. She inſiſted on. knowing what. Had hap- 
pened, but firſt,“ ſays ſhe, you muſt take ſome- 
thing, come go with me, one Trouble never: 
comes alone, the Captain is this Afternoon ta- 
ken ill, and my Lady is quite uneaſy, I wiſh 
you would not be ſo much by yourſelf, I date 
ſay ſomething has frighted you; for F thought | 
I ieard yon ory out. I deſigned to bid the Gar- 
dener ſee what was the Matter as ſoon as he re- 
* turned from the other Garden, where I had 
ſent him. I was gathering ſome Sage, to make 
© the poor Captain Tea againſt he wakes.* | 

This incoherent: Stuff. was ſpoke with the great- 
eſt Volubility, while ſhe was aſcending the Stair- 
_ caſe; whither the poor Girlifollowed; almoſt with- 
out knowing what ſhe did. The Terror and Agi- 
tation ſhe had been in, had made her quite ſtu- 
pid; and-in Spite of what Mrs. Judy gave her, ſhe- 
had a fainting Fit, in which ſhe continued a con- 
ſiderable Time. ä 
When ſhe came to herſelf, ſhe recolle&ed all- 
that had paſſed, and ſaw Reaſon to think there 
was a Plot laid againſt her Innocence as well as 
her Peace. She debated: within herſelf, whether 
to acquaint her Lady with the Inſult ſhe had re- 
ceived, or to fly immediately from a Place where 
ſhe had every Thing to fear; however, leſt a pre- 

Ccipitate- Flight ſnould give her Enemies a Handle 

to traduce her Charactet, ſhe determined to beg 
to be admitted to her Ladyſhip's Preſence, © - 

While ſhe was. forming this Reſolution, the im- 
TT Waiting-maid was not idle; for as Betty 


arnes had, on her firſt coming out of the _—_— 
| | it, 
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FB which had been occaſioned by her extreme 
Terror, uttered in wild Incoherence, ſome Sen- 
tences that informed her of the Behaviour of her 
execrable Agent, ſhe found that all her Art would 
be neceſſary to keep her Miſtreſs. from believing 
what the Girl ſhould tell her; therefore as ſoon. 
as her Lady's Bell gave Notice that ſhe was awake, 
| ſhe, with many Signs of Affright, told her, that 
ſhe: believed Betty Barnes was out of her Senſes ; 
for ſhe did not know her, when ſhe firſt waked, and 
talked in a ſtrange Manner of the Captain, who, 
it ſhe had not been ſure was too ill to have any 
ſuch Wickedneſs in his Thoughts, ſhe ſhould have 
imagined had made ſome Attempts that were in- 
conſiſtent with Modeſty. * She ſays, Ma'am, that 
he was rude to her in the Orchard laſt Night, 
when you know he was in Bed ſoon after Din- 
ner, and I am ſure I muſt have ſeen him, if he 
went out; for-I was moſt Part of the Afternoon 
in the Back-kitchen; ; beſides, when I carried him 
ſome Tea in the Evening, I found him faſt aſleep, 
and every Thing in his Room exactly as I left it. 


Sb Icould wiſh, Ma'am, you had let the Girl come 


to you as vſual; ſor I can't help being a little 
afraid, that the poor Creature ren your Anger to 
Heart. ? 

As this was ſpoke in a Tone of Com aſſion, it 
kept the Lady from ſuſpeQing the Fraud, and as 
Joon as ſhe' was dreſſed, ſhe ordered Mrs Judy to 
| fend Betty Barnes to her. - 

On Sight of her, Lady, the Tears es afreſh, 
in Spite of all her Endeavours to ſuppreſs them; 
and as her Countenance bore ſome Traces of her 

laſt Night's: Affright, hey Ladyſhip was almoſt of 
Opinion, that her Woman was right in her Con- 
9 20 * IR ben the Reaſon of her 


Tears, 2 
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Tears, and why ſhe ſeemed in ſuch Terror; the 
or Creature, emboldened by the kind Manner in 
which her Miſtreſs ſpoke to her, replied, Ma- 
dam, if I could but gain Credit with your Lady- 
ſhip, you would not wonder at my being fright- 
ed; the Captain has ſworn to ruin me. He laſt 
Night followed me into the Orchard, and almoſt 
frighted me to Death.” —* Laſt Night! followed 
you into the Orchard ! The Girl dreams; why he 
was very ill A-bed,”” returned the Lady. Oh, 
Madam, indeed, it is true,” replied the Gul 
weeping, ** I am ſureit was him; foi I plainly faw 
his Face while I was ſtruggling to get away from 
him, and he told me I ſhould have no Cauſe to 
complain of Words, for he would furnifh me with 
ſomething totellof.” © Why, Inever heard that you 
made any Complaint of my Nephew,” returned 
her Ladyſhip. I am afraid, Child, you have 
more Cunning than Good-fenſe ; for, if you think 
to excuſe your ill Manners to my Relation by im- 
poſing a Story on me, you are deceived, I am 
ſure he was not out of his Chamber after he went 
to it, which was juſt as we had done Dinner; and 
how any Body elſe could be in the Orchard that 
would dare to uſe you ill, I can't think?” “? 
The Girl ſtill inſiſted, as ſhe well might, that 
it was no other than the Captain; and on her 
Lady's ſaying, that ſhe believed ſhe had loſt her 
Sen ſes, ſhe anſwered with great Earneſtneſs, If 


I was in any other Circumſtances I ſhould be be- 


lieved ; but, poor as I am, I ſcorn a Lie, and I 
think I ought to gain Credit, as your-Ladyſhip 
has never caught me in a Falſhood, But tho? I 
am thought mad, I ſhould be much more fo, if I 
did not venture Beggary and Starving, rather 
than ſtay in a Place where I have 3 
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where there are ſuch deep Plots laid for my Inno- 
cence. I hope, Madam, your Ladyſhip will one 
Day be convinced, that I have not endeavoured to 
impoſe upon you; but if net, there is a juſt God 
that will revenge the Cauſe of the 'Qpprefied and: 
H elpleſs. ?“ 
As this was a Sort of dana to leave the 
Houſe, and was ſpoke in an Accent that ſhewed a 
good Deal of Reſentment, her Lady was much 
offended; ſhe told her, that if ſhe had Truh- on 
her Side, "the would not ſuffer her to talk to her 
with ſo much Aſſurance ; and, had ſhe not been 
- ſure before that ſhe told her a F alſhood, the ſaucy 
Manner in which ſhe vindicated herſelf, would 
have made her miſtruſt it. 

This Anſwer, and her being ordered. to nave 
the Room, made poor Betty. Barnes not far 
from the Condition in "whack ſhe had been e 
ſented by the cruel Fuay. 

When ſhe was alone, ſhe gave a Loſe to her 
_ Sighs and Tears, and made the moſt bitter Com- 
plaints; but, alas ! this was but a poor Conſola- 
tion ; ſhe ſaw plainly, that if ſhe ſtayed in the 


Houſe | ſhe. ſhould be coninually expoſed to- 5 


the Brutality of the odious Captain; and as ſne 
greatly ſuſpected Mrs. Judy, notwithſtanding her 
ſeeming Friendſhip, ſhe knew that he might 

at any Time have the Opportunity of perpetra- 
ting his vile Deſigns, as there was a Door in his 
Apartment that opened into a Cloſet in the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Waiting-maid, and which had a 
Communication with- the Room. where they lay. 
Oh | how did ſhe regret her abſent Friend | * If 
Mrs. Evans were here,” ſhe burſt out aloud, loſt. 
in her Emotion, ** I ſhould not be thus diſtreſſed, 
ſhe would 228 . with * Lady, tho I 
can't: 


4 
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can't : however, I will rely on Providence, and 
not for Fear of Want, expoſe myſelf to what I 
dread worſe than Death.” Then ſhe recollected 
that ſhe had no Friend to go to, for honeſt Foſepb 
the Farmer, had juſt before Mrs. Evans went to 
London, called on her in his Way to that Place, 
where he was going to get of Mrs. Seward, who 
was now a Widow, the Leaſe of another Farm 
which adjoined to his own, ard was at that Time 
without a Tenant, Mrs. Evans, as ſhe went in a 
Hurry, and hardly knew herſelf what Part of the 
Town ſhe would reſide in while ſhe ſtaid, it was 
not. in the leaſt probable ſhe ſhould find. As ſhe 
revolved theſe Things in her Mind, her Reſolution 
flagged ; but when the Cloſet and the Captain re- 
curred to her Thoughts, ſhe forgot every Difficul- 
ty, and determined to ſet out that very Night, 

as ſoon as ſhe could do it without Obſervation. | 
She had very little Money; for Mrs. Evans, ' 
by her Lady's Order, bought her every Neceſſary, 
and her wearing Apparel, tho' decent, was of a 
ſmall Value; for the Lady Benſon had no Deſign 
of rendering her uſeleſs, by raiſing her Vanity: 
Theſe ſhe. packed up, at leaſt as many as ſhe 
thought ſhe was able to carry to the next Town, 
from whence a Waggon ſet out every Week for 
London. The good-natured Joſepbh, who was now 
returned to a Senſe of Humanity, had, when he 

called, given her Half a Guinea; and Mrs. Evans, 
that ſne might not have Occaſion to be beholden to 
Judy, and as ſhe herſelf knew not how long ſhe 
might ſtay, had given her a Guinea, to lay out 
in any little Thing ſhe might want. With this 
trifling Sum ſhe ſet out, while the Waiting-maid 
was attending her Lady in her Dreſſing-room, 
and the Reſt of the Servants were at Supper in the 
+: e | N Kitchen, 
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3 E left the Captain juſt going to ſive the 
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Kitchen, from whom ſhe had excuſed herſelf by 
complaining that ſhe was not well. We ſhall now 
leave her purſuing her Walk by the Light of the 
Moon, which ſhone very bright, and return to 


the Captain who had not been out of his Chamber 


the whole Day. 
CHAP. XI. 


| 4 far ther Account 4 the intended Raviſher and bis 
2, 


childiſh Antagon with the ridiculous Misfor- 
tunes that befel the bluſtering Captain, and the 
chaſte Conſolations of the ſage Judy. e 


poor Girl as the Victim of his Luft, 


When he was prevented by a Blow on the Noſe, 


which gave him much Pain and Fear; for tho? a 
Gentleman of the Navy, he was a moſt egregious 
Coward ; which my Readers will ſcarcely wonder 
at, when they conſider by what Means Pofts of 
Honour and Profit are frequently obtained: but 
when he turned and beheld the diminutive Size of 
his Adverſary, who was only a Boy of about thir- 


teen, he felt too much Rage to be at that Time 


capable of any other Paſſion ; and forgetting his 
Reaſons for not being heard, he uttered many Ex- 
ecrations, and threatened the Boy, who was out 
of his Reach, with the ſevereſt Puniſhment. | 
This was only laughed at by the young Urchin, 


who pelted him with Fruit all the Time he was 


bluſtering and curſing. He had got to his Aſſiſt- 

ance another Lad, who had been before holding the 

Ladder by which his Companion was to deſ- 

end from the Wall, when he had finiſhed his 

Depredations on the Apple-trees, and who ſeemed 
y > 2 | to 
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to have ſomething a ſtronger Arm, and more of- 


fenſive Weapons; for he had brought with him a 
Pocket full of Stones, which he had picked up in 
the Road, on the Boy's telling him in a Whiſper, 
as he ſtood almoſt at the Top of the Ladder, that 
the Gentleman that his Aunt: was ſo frighted at 
was running after Betty Barnes, 
A violent Blow with a Stone on his Shoulder, 
which, if it had fell on a Place more ſuſceptible of 
Injury, might have been equal in its Effects to a 
Sword or a Piſtol, at laſt convinced the Cap- 


tain, that it was not his Buſineſs to be brawling 
there, when he was thought to be too ill to be out 


of his Bed; but to retire with a good Grace, he 
kept retreating backwards, clinching his Fiſt at 
his Adverſaries in a threatning Manner, till coming 
to the Stump of the Tree which had frequently 
ſerved the poor Girl for a Seat, he fell over it, to 
the great Delight of the Boys, who by the Emi- 
nence of their Station beheld him, though at a 


 - conſiderable Diſtance. When he found himſelf 


falling, he eagerly caught hold of the firſt Thing 
that ſtood in his Way, which happened to be a 
large Gooſeberry-buſh, whoſe prickly Thorns 
made him in bis Heart curſe Mrs. Judy and ali her 
Schemes. He, however, got into his Chamber 
without being diſcovered, by going through the 


Room where the Girl ay ſenſeleſs, and then into 


the above-mentioned Cloſet, This Mrs. Judy had 
provided for, by drawing the Curtains round the 


Bed, which was to be the Signal for him to enter. It 
was by this Stratagem that the Lady was de- 


_ ceived ; for ſhe had fat reading in her Dreſſing- 


room the whole Afternoon, and, as it faced the 
Captain's Chamber, ſhe muſt have heard the Door' 


open, if he had come out or entered that m—_— 
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and the cunning Fudy took Care to go in and out 
pony always bringing Word that he till 
ept Fe 
"He had hardly got into Bed, before ſhe follow. 
ed and expoſtulated warmly with him on his go- 
ing beyond her Inſtructions. I can't think,” fhe 
cried, © how you can hope for Succeſs in any 
7 hing while pow give Way to your Paſſions ; 
you ſhould only have frightened her enough to 
have ſet her a talking, and I would have im- 
proved it to your Advantage; then if we had 
© been detected, it might have been no great 
© Matter; but now, if ſhe is believed, it will 
2 certainly be our Ruin.” And ſhe certainly will 
be believed, he replied in a ſnappifh Manner, 
for who the Devil do you think will be Fool e- 
nough to be perſuaded, that I have almoſt 
Eknocked my Noſe off againſt the Bed-poſt; and 
the e Thorns in my Hands too---if I go a 
< poaching again for Maiden heads I'll be curſt. 
5 4 would I was ſafe in Town, tho' it was in a 
Spunging-houſe.“ Mrs. Judy, offended, I ſup- 
ſe, that he ſhould take the Devil's Name in 
Vain, when he ſtood in ſo much Need of his Aſ- 
ſiſtance, reproved him for his prophane Way 
of talking, and when ſhe had ſo done, left him. 
In Reality ſhe was by no Means pleaſed at his 
having carried Matters ſo far; for tho? ſhe could, 
to ſerve a favourite Scheme, permit him to talk 
looſely to the Girl, or perhaps to have kiſſed and 
tumbled her a little, yet ſhe would herſelf have 


taken her Place, rather than the ſhould have been 


ſo extremely terrified; for as ſhe Had been about 
thitty Vears besorg engaged in a Scene of the like 
| Kind, which Was attended with no worſe Effects 


than 10 been n by an . Matron, 
my whoſe 


( 
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whoſe Aſſiſtance ſhe would now be in no Danger 
of wanting, ſhe had no ſuch violent Apprehenſi- 
ens. e | 
The next Morning his Hand was extremely 
ſwelled, which he had the Addreſs to make paſs 
for the Gout, depending on the Care of the vir- 
tuous Judy to pick out the Thorns ; but alas! his 
Noſe could by no Means be ſuppoſed to be affect- 
ed by the ſame Diſtemper, and that was a good 
Deal increaſed in Bulk ; had the Deception been 
deſigned for a Woman of leſs Virtue than the La- 
dy Benſon, perhaps he might have found out a 
Diſeaſe for that tco; however, he concluded to 
keep his Bed till it ſhould be better, and made the 
Gout a Pretence to avoid ſending for a Doctor, 
ſaying, it was the Cure of all Diſeaſes. | 
The kind Waiting-maid attended. him great 
Part of the Day, and by her Care his Hand grew - 
eaſy; for. ſhe had drawn out the Thorns and 
anointed it with ſome emollient Ointment; the 
Anger that her Lady had ſhewn to poor Betty 
Barnes had gained her ſuch a Fluſh of Joy, that 
it had a little relaxed the ſtiff Severity of her Fea- 
tures, and the Sight and Touch of a handſome 
Fellow in Bed had raiſed-a Colour in her Cheeks, 
that might almoſt be called a Blufb. This Alte- 
ration in her Perſon far the better, did not eſcape” 
the 'Obſervation of her Patient, and as his De- 
baucheries had almoſt diſſipated the Fortune he 
was born to, and his Pay was but a narrow Sup- 
port, he, out of a Motive of Frugality, determin- 
d to quit himſelf of his Obligations to Nc. Judy 
by paying her in a Coin that, by ſome diſtant 
Hints, he fancied would be full as acceptabie, as 
Specie. cie. In Conſequence of this Reſolution, he, 


treated 
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treated her in a Manner that Jincreaſed her 


Aſſiduity and Care. 

In the Evening, when ſhe had Kniſhed her At- 
tendance on her Miſtreſs, ſhe was going to the 
Captain's Chamber to bid him Good-night, or 


perhaps to indulge the Pleaſure of hearing herſelf 


talked to, in a Manner quite different from that to 


vrhich ſhe had long been accuſtomed; but as ſhe 
did not chuſe to have Witneſſes of her Conduct, 


ſhe went through her own Room, and was great- 


ly ſurprized at finding Betty Barnes not there; 
however, ſhe took no Notice of it to the Captain, 
who full of his ſaving Project was in high Spirits; 
and I am not quite ſure, but the charitable Judy 


did, that ne all in her Power to conſole 


him for the Diſappointment he met with the pre- 


ceding Day, ſince ſhe did not return to her own 
Bed till near Morning. She had taken Care to 


bolt the outward Door of her Room, ſo that if q 
the Girl had ſtill been in the Houſe, ſhe had only 


to pretend that ſhe was faſt aſleep, if ſhe did not 


happen to hear her; OY ſhe had ee of 


| Woe antes. 
CHAP xl. 


. 
Benſon ſome Light into the Affairs of the — 
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Girl; and on their anfwering i in the Negative, ſhe 
Hounterfeitad the greateſt Concern. The Lord 


2 * forbid,” ſhe cried with her Eye-balls ſtretched 
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upwards to the utmoſt Extent of their Lids, © that 

© the poor Wretch, ſtruck with Remorſe for her 

© Falſchood, has not done herſelf ſome Miſchief, 

My Mind miſgives me, that ſomething has hap- 

* pened to her. Fave any of you been in the 
Orchard To-day ? but to be ſure ſhe would not 
© go there; for I verily believe ſhe ſaw ſomething 
that frightened her. For my Share, I wiſh the 
© Captain does well----tho' I've not much Notion 
© of Spirits.“ Nor T neither, faid the Brother 
of Jaſeph's Servant, who was juſt come into the 
Kitchen; but I am plaguily afraid, we ſhall find 
* that her Fright proceeded from the Fleſh.* As 
this Reply was accompanied with a Look that ex- 
preſſed the Speaker big with ſome Diſcovery, it 
gave Judy great Uneaſineſs, and ſhe tried to worm 
from him the Secret; but he only told her, that 
Time would ſhew who were the Liars. 

At her Ladyſhip's 'Fime of Riſing, ſhe was in- 
formed by Her Waiting-maid, that the Girl was 
miſſing. This humane I ady felt a good Deal of 
Anxiety, leſt ſome Accident had befallen her, and 
enquired if ſhe did not go to Bed the Night before, 
Oh yes, to be fure, Wame,” ſhe was anſwered 
by the Maid, but I miſſed her early this Morn- 
ing.“ She then gave Orders that they ſhould | 
make the ſtricteſt Enquiry after her in the Vil 
lage. This Mrs. Judy would have evaded, by 
ſaying that ſhe had no Place to go to, nor was ac- 
quainted with any one out of the Houſe; for ſhe 
began to fear ſome Diſcovery would follow ſuch 
an Enquiry; yet, as the Lady was peremptory 
- her Commands, ſhe was obliged. to obey 
them. 5 © — . 

The Servants, who all loved the Girl as much 
as they deteſted Mrs. Judy and her new Lover, 
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the latter of whom had never opened their Hearts 
by the Extenſion of his Purſe- Strings, had been 
beforehand with her Ladyſhip's Commands, and 
the young Fellow who 3 talked to Mrs. Judy in 
the Morning, came to his Lady with a Meſſage 
from Geffer Truelock, who had told him, If fo 4 : 
that he could be ſuffered to ſpeak to her Lady- 
© ſhip, he thought, as how, he could tell her = 
RB” ip ſomething about her Ladyſhip's little 
Maid; thoff he was afraid, ſhe would be angry 
Cit him, when he told her Honour as how he 
came to know about it.“ This Speech Thomas 
delivered almoſt verbatim to his Lady, who im- 
mediately had the old Countryman called in. 
He, after many aukward Scrapes, faid that he 
. heped her good Ladyſhip would not blame him 
for what he could not help ; for if he had not pro- 
miſed the Buoy not to beat him, before he would 
tell him any Thing, he would have thraſhed him 


till he could not feel him; © but you know my 


© Lady,” added he, © that I muſt not be worſe than 
- I wy- Word, thoff I was woundy angry, that I 


Was.“ This prolix Beginning put her Lady- 


ſhip's Patience to the. Stretch, who cried, © On to 
your Story, honeſt Man, and talk of beating the 5 
© Lad afterwards, when 1 know what he bas done 
. © to deſerve it.” This was anſwered with, Ah 
© good your Honour, pardon an old Man; for if 
II munnot tell it mine own Way, I mun hold my 
Tongue; for I have been ſo long uſed to make 

© the moſtI can of a Story, that I cannot for my 
Life ſhorten it.“ He was bid to proceed in his 
own Manner with a Smile that gave him Courage, 


and he then went on: 
Let me----let me ſee, 3 did I. leave 


N off. Oh, about e the Raſcal, my 
1 Grandſon, 


N 
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Grandſon, who the Day before Yeſterday, with 
another Boy, a Neighbour's Child, who, in- 


'© deed, is but a Child to him, inſtead of going to 


© School, where he was ſent ; for I would fain have 
© him ſomething of a Scholard methinks, thouf 
«© his old Grandfather can't read, was ſtealing your 
«£ Ladyſhip's Apples: When----now for what I 
came about, the poor Girl whom Mr. Thomas 
« ſays can't be found, came running to that Part 
c of the Orchard, where my unlucky Rogue and 
« his Play-fellow were robbing the Trees; ſhe had 
© her Cap almoſt off, and was begging the Gen- 


« tleman that followed her, to let her alone; but 


ohe ſwore, the Buoy ſays, enough to fright one, 
© that he'd give her ſomething to chatter about, 
* fince ſhe loved talking, and that all he wanted 


© was to get her out of Hearing. Juſt as he was 
going to lay Hold of her, Bob Perkins, the other 


© Lad, threw ſome of the biggeſt of the Apples at 
© him, one of which hit him juſt acroſs the Noſe, 
© with ſuch a ſwinging Whap, that it bled as if he 
© had been ſtuck; he then let the young Woman 
© run away without minding her, and fell a curſ- 
ing and ſwearing at the Buoys; for they were 
* both there, like an Emperor ; called them, my 
* Buoy ſays, Sons of Whores---I aſk your Honour's 


Pardon for making Uſe of ſuch Words before 


* you; but I muſt ſay what I can to excuſe my 
| © Buoy, who on hearing himſelf called. a Baſtard 
_ © pelted him with Stones, till he tumbled over 
* ſomething that was in his Way; for he walked 


* backwards towards the Houſe ; fo they being 
© affraid, that he would call ſome of the Servants - 


* that might know them, made the beſt of their 
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they nad beſtowed all that they had pulled © on the 


© Gentleman, who, maybap, was not well plea- 


© ſed with their Kindneſs.” * What Sort of a Man 


vas he ?? aſked the Lady Benſon, almoſt con- 


vinced that ſhe had wronged the poor Girl. 


Why look you there now,” returned Goffer True- 


lock, I thought ſo. Now if I tell your Lady- 
8 ſhip, you'll think I ſpeak out of Spite, becauſe 


of my own Girl, who I thenk God is honeſt, 
© thoff his Honour would fain have had her been 


© naught. So l'll ſay Nothing; but if I had eber 


a Couſen in my Houſe with a broken Noſe, I 
warrant I'd ſmell him out; beſides, there's one 
of your Ladyſhip's Men ſays that he has found 
0 ſomething in the Orchard, which he is ſure he 
* ſaw in your Ladyſhip's Hand but the Day be- 
© fore Yeſterday.” 

On this the 'young Fellow, who had in the 
Morning raiſed the Fears of Mrs. Fudy, was 
called up, and produced a ſmall Perſpective, which 
Be told his Miſtreſs he found in the Orchard. 


a W «a 


This ſhe knew at firſt Sight; for it had belonged 
to her Spouſe, and ſhe had lent it to the Captain 


as they were taking an airing together the Morn- 
ing before he was taken ill, that he might take 


a better View of a fine Seat which ſtood at ſome 
Diſtance, and as he had expreſſed his Wiſh of 


having brought one with him, ſhe told him he 
might keep it while he ſtayed. 

Her Ladyſhip, aſter having ordered that the 
old Man ſhould be regaled in theKitchen, went to 
her Nephew's Chamber; but found the Door 
faſtened on the Inſide, and on her ſpeaking a little 


louder than ordinary, heard, or fancied ſhe heard, 
«fa Buftle. She then bid bim open the Door; but 
e OE”, that be Was.-in Bed, and bad not been 


vp. 
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up fince ſhe left him, which was ſome Hours be- 
fore. On this, ſhe aſked for her Woman, who 
had not been ſeen ſince the Arrival of Gaffer True- 
hck ; and he ſaid, ſhe had not been with him for 
ſome Time. 

Her finding the Door faſtened, and her want- 
ing to ſee the Captain, that ſhe. might have her 
Fears removed or confirmed, made her immedi- 
ately go round to the Cloſet chat had given Betty 
Barnes ſo many Apprehenſions; there ſne found 
Judy, who was juſt coming into her own Room, 
with the Key of the other Door in her Hand. She 
ſhewed too much Confuſion in her Dreſs and 
Countenance, not to be taken Notice of; for ſhe 
was without a Handkerchief, and her Head-Dreſs 
a good Deal diſcompoſed. The Lady could not 
now help entertaining Suſpicions, a little injurious | 
to that immaculate Virtue her Waiting-maid would 
de thought to poſſeſs ; but on her ſnatching the 
Key out of her Hand, which ſhe did without 
ſpeaking a Word, and going into her Nephew's 
Room, ſhe ſaw enough to confirm her Suſpicions; 
for the unlucky fair one had in her Hurry and AF- 
fright, at hearing her Lady's Voice, taken one of 
her Lover's Shoes, and left her own in it's Place; 
which now ſtood full in the View of her Miſtreſs, 
and her Handkerchief unfortunately -hung half 
down at the Side of the Bed, from n the Coun- 
terpain. This, as the Lady herſelf had once 
been it's Owner, could not be miftaken ; ſhe then, 
with a Look animated with Rage, addreſſed the 
Captain, whoſe Face bore plainly enough the 
Mark of the. Villain her Ladyſhip ſought for, 
and which ſhe diſcovered as Toon as ſhe threw 
beck the Curtains. 
| | 5 3 | * 1 deſire; 
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I deſire, Sir,” ſaid ſhe, in the moſt reſolute 
Tone, that you would riſe and leave a Houſe 


that ſhall never more be open for your Entertain- 
ment. Your Practices on a poor innocent Girl, 


are ſuch a Proof of Baſeneſs, that in my Opinion, 
you deſerve to be drove from human Society; but 
out of Reſpect to the Memory of my Brother, I 
ſhall not expoſe you. Go then, and by a different 
Conduct retrieve your Character; for I aſſure 
you, you. ſhall never enjoy a, Shilling of mine, 
except your future Behaviour convinces me, that 
it will not be thrown away on the moſt ſhameful 
Debaucheries. Muſt my Houſe be the Scene, and 
my Servant the Partner, of your Vices z but the 
focliſh ſhameleſs Woman, who Has at theſe Years 
given Way to Crimes, that I believe ſhe eſcaped 
when young, will find Reaſon enough to repent her 
Folly for this is the laſt Day ſhe ſhall continue 
in my Family, tho' you, Sir, who ſeduced her, 
have the moſt Guilt,” The Captain, ſtruck 
with theſolemn Manner in which his Aunt ſpoke, 
and not a little affected at her Threats, for the 
State of his Finances was not, as has been already 
obſerved, in the moſt defirable Condition, had 
Preſerved a profound Silence; but on her accuſing 
bim as the Seducer of her Woman, he replied, 
* Nay, Madam, don't lay more on me than 
I deſerve; for your Maid has no Need of a 
|  Tempter, and I am ſure I ſhould not have 
\ thought of following the Girl, if I had not 
been ſet on.” * Why, who ſet you on ?“ re- 
turned the Lady. They that ſent me Word, 
that you were going to diſinherit me,” he replied, 
and I like a Fool muſt enter into their nonſenſi- 
cal Schemes to make you do ſo. in Earneſt.” ** 1 
thr't believe, anſwerd the Lady, · that you had 
any ſuch Information; nor can 1 think any mo 
Phe ues | EE TL. who 


Who is not quite abandoned, could be vile enough 
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to propoſe to you ſo deteſtable a Scheme, as 
deſtroying b Voice the Innocence of a perfect 
Child.“ „ Why, n—o, I can't ſay I was bid to 
raviſh her, but ſhe was a good pretty Girl; fo 
Faith, I thought I might as, well pleaſe myſelf, as 
_ Folks ; tho' methinks I am, glad ſhe eſcaped 
I know I am a very ſad Dog, and I think 1 
never made a more ridiculous Figure than at pre- 
ſent ; for I have got Nothing by my fine Exploits, 
but . battered Face ard a withered Abigail that's 
grey enough to be Cotemporary with Methufalem.” 
By this Harangue, my Readers may ſee that the 
Ardour of his Paſſion © was ſomething abated, and 
. that he did not ſcruple to betray to his Aunt, the 
pious Virgin Mrs. Judy; but her Ladyſhip was in 
no Humour to be diverted by this diſſembled Plea- 
fantry ; ſhe therefore left him, wiſhing him as ſhe - 
went out of the Room, a good Journey and more 
| Senſe and Honeſty, This laſt Word-ſtung him to 
the Quick; for he was in his own Opinion, 
and that of his Companions a mighty honeſt Fel- 
pow, one who was no Body's Foe but his own; 
| tho' he would get in any Man's Debt that would 
truſt him, and in Return for the Obligation, cor- 
rupt the Chaſtity ef his Wife or Daughter. I 
dare ſay, gentle Reader, if thou haſt been long in 
the World, thou haſt met with ſome of this 
Stamp z but to have done with digreſſing. | 
The Lady ſent for her Woman, who endea- 
voured to ſoften her Miſtreſs with many hypocri- 
tical Tears; but ſhe, without entering in to any | 
Diſcourſe with her, paid her her Wages, and inſiſt- 
ed on her ſtaying no longer in the Houſe than was 
neceſſary to pack up what belonged to her. . In 
vain ſhe pleaded. her having been many Years a 
E 4 faithful 


% es AS 1 Ls 2 — 


- 5 % 4 — q 
LR EE oh tn gs Wes ” 3 wes 8 _ R , " + ha of 
OSA TY WI IR. 0 RS > "oo RE 5 - — — : 
n _— ' 3 2 : G , — ＋ 
8 * * C1 1 + a F 5 5 * 
7 4 2 on * 2 2 S* 3 NN. 1 
* * 0 ” 
= g — 1 A. « 2 * * 


_ WP r 


. — * n : 
+ r GLAD re. „ n — — 
4 — » + 8 8 e een tex 
* * F De es es. 


— 2 


80 The HIS ToR v, &c. Fu 
faithful Servant ; for every Thing ſhe had faid to 
her Lady, to the Prejudice of Betty Barnes, roſe 


in her Mind, and ſteeled her Heart againſt all her 
Supplications. The Captain and ſhe left the Houſe 
together, to the great Satisfaction of the Servants, 
who were making ſome Preparations of Feſtivity 
on ſo joyful an Occaſion, even in their Sight. 


But it is now Time to return to the poor Girl, 


who was .the innocent Cauſe of all this Diſtur- 
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Betty Barnes 2ts out on ber Journey. 4 Piece * 
low Convenſatian; female nn, , and na- 


—  trimonial Squabling. | 
| BETTY BAR NES ſet out with DS, Reſo- 


lution for the Town where ſne hoped to find 
the London Waggon; the Joy. ſhe. felt at her Ef- - 
cape, for a long Time, kept up her Spirits; but 


the Length of the Way, and the Weight of her 
Bundle, which began to grow not a little trouble- 


ſome, added to the Silence of the Night and her 
being alone, at laſt threw. a Damp over the Satis- 


faction ſhe had felt, and gave her ſome Fears 
whichalmoſt ſtaggered her Heroiſm. The Step ſbe 


had taken now appeared a much more dreadful Re- 


9 dne had at firſt 3 it; but recollect- 
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ing that nothing human was fo dreadful as her 
Lady's Nephew, ſhe ſummoned all her Reſo- 
lution, and recommending herſelf to the Protection 
of Heaven, ſhe boldly went on; and at laſt compleat- 
ed her noQurnal Walk, without any Accident. 
On Betty's Arrival at the Inn, ſhe made ſome 
Enquiries after the Waggon, but had the Misfor- 
tune to find that it was ſet out the Day before. 
However, as this Diſappointment was attended 
with little more Inconvenience than was naturally 
occaſioned by a Delay which helped to diſſipate. 
the trifling Sum ſhe had in her Pocket, the bore it 
with Patience, and in two Days mounted a cover- 
ed Cart. This joulting Vehicle was not half ſo 
troubleſome to our young Traveller as the inſa- 
tiable Curioſity of her Companions, who were on- 
ly three in Number, The firſt a Woman of 
about fifty, who, in order to draw from her 
ſome Account of herſelf, was extremely commu- 
nicative : © I am,” ſaid ſhe, with a Look of 
great Importance, God be thanked, able to pay 
for a Place in the Stage-Coach that ſets out To- 
morrow ; but as I have a Parcel of valuable 
Goods, i think it moſt prudent to keep with them 
myſelf. I ſuppoſe you are going to London, to 
Service. Nay, *tis the beſt Thing a young Wo- 
man can do; there's nothing like it; one learns. 
nothing at Home, tho', perhaps, one works as 
hard as if one was with Strangers. Yet 'tis no- 
thing thought on.“? 5 
Betty Barnes made no Anſwer to this W of 

nothing. which occaſioned one, who ſeemed to be 
as much a ſecond-hand Thing as her Clothes, to 
reſume the Converſation. ©* What you ſay, Ma- 


dam, is very true; but_when'one firſt parts from 


one's Friends, one can't help being a little dull: 
1 L remember, 


BE TTT BARNES. 8g 
remember, when I firſt went into the World 
myſelf, I thought I ſhould have broke my Heart, 


tho? I. had a very good Place; for my Miſtreſs 
was a fine Lady, and loved. Company, and my 


Maſter, poor Man, was horridly jealous, and I 1 


believe not without Cauſe; however, 'tis un- 


known the Stays, Gowns, and good Things I got 


while I lived there ; for as ſure as ever the Colo- 


nel came, fo ſure my Lady gave me ſomething. 


Not that 1 ever ſaw in my Life, any Thing paſs 
between them that could be called bad ; tho? to 
ſay the Truth, I commonly found the Door locked 
if 1 went to it without calling; but thoſe that 


would live in the World muſt hear, and ow and + 


lay nothing.” 


That won't be you, 1 am ſure,” was grum- 
bled out from the other End of the Cart, where 


an.elderly Man lay as if he had been afleep ; for, 


* damme you talk as faſt as a Magpye, tho? there's 
© ſuch a Noiſe and a Duſt that you can neither 


hear nor ſee, The poor Girl, if the has a Grain of 
5 Modeſty, muſt be frighted out of her Wits, to 


hear you call that a good Place, where you ſtood | 


Pimp and held the Door. Where, in the De- 


* vils Name, is a bad Place, if that is a good 


© one.” * I ſtand Pint. I hold the Door! you 


are a ſorry Fellow to fay any ſuch Thing to me, 


© who. have been in the beſt of Families. © Beſt 
F of Families, quotha,* reſumed the Man, why I 
© never heard you talk of a Miſtreſs in my Life, 

*.who was not a Whore, a. Drunkard, or half- 


* ſtarved her Servants; but if People were to - 


judge of the World by what Servants ſay, we 
* ſhould have Reaſon, enough to fear that we 


* ſhould be deſtroyed by ſome dreadful Plague, if 
there could be a Woeſe than ſuch damned 
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0 Wives. And pray, Sir, who taught you 
© to talk againſt Servants ;* was uttered in 
your Paſſion ; if it had not been for the Mo- 

* ney that I ſaved in Service, I don't know where 
vou would have been by now ; but you are juſt for 

© all the World ſuch a Huſband as a Lady had that 
© I lived with about ſeven Years ago.“ I wiſh,” 


- cried the Man, you would hold owe Clack, 


© and let me take my Nap out.“ On this ſhe 


, was ſilent, except ſome inarticulate Mutterings, 
| that portended future Bickerings. 


his matrimonial Squabble had removed the 


"Curioſity of the good Woman who ſpoke firſt,” 


from our Traveller, to ſearch into the Affairs of 


her other Companions, as they ſeemed to afford 
more Matter for Speculation : And when the Man, 


by his ſnoring, informed them that he was faſt 
aſleep, ſhe thifted nearer his Wife, and in a. Half 
Whiſper, ſaid, * F think, Madam, your Huſband 
is a little touchy; ; pray, how long have you 
been married to him ?? © Almoſt a Year,” was an- 
ſwered ; when a deep Cart-rut gave them ſuch a 


Jumble, that the Women, who were juſt enter- 


ing into cloſe Confab, ſtruck their Heads together 
with a violent Force, « and both together gave a 


loud Scream. 
The Man, who was ncked' by the Noiſe, | 


| imagined that his Wife had quarrelled with the 


other Woman; and cried, *What the Plague, can't 
you be at Peace one Bay; ; muſt you be always 


| © ſhewing your damned T emper ? PII lay my 


Life, you have been peeping and peering into 
other Folk's Concerns ; but I am glad the Gen- 
tlewoman has given you your own.” . 
This Scene, in Spite of the melancholy Situa- 

tion of her Affairs, made Betty Barnes go a little 
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beyond a Smile, which greatly offended the ent- 
ed Wife; and ſhe took Occaſion to mention, that 
forward Wenches, that fleered in the Faces of 
Men, never came to Good. 

By the Time they had ſettled the Hampers on 
which they fat, which had been turned Upſide 
down by the Joult, they were come to the Place 


where they were to lie, and a Man came to give 


them his Aſſiſtance to alight ; but when he ſaw 


only two Women, for the Girl was ſtooping down 


\to pick up a Handkerchief ſhe had dropped in the 
late Confuſion, he walked flowly back, ſaying, 
The old Trots might get out themſelves for him, 
an they would. On this, he was hailed by the 
Man in the Cart, who cried, © What, old Com- 
* rade, run away from a pretty Girl! you would 


not have done ſo twenty Vears ago, when you 


and I were young.“ At this he turned, and 

Betty Barnes had no need to aſk his Aſſiſtan ce, for he 
immediately removed the Bar, and lifted her on 
the Ground, ſaying, © My pretty Miſtreſs, you are 
* as light as a Feather, I did not care if you would 


© Tet me make you alittle heavier.” 


As the Meaning of this Speech was not under- 
ſtood, it made no Alteration in the Colour of our 
Traveller, who was at this Time extremely pale; 
for the Motion of the Cart had made her ſick. She 
was unable to eat what was provided; ſo after 
having paid her Ten-pence for a Meſs of Water: 
gruel, Tetired. to a Bed that was many Degrees 
harder than Down, and which was covered with 


Sheets, that by their Colour ſeemed to have 


been ſome Time ſince they went thro? the Hands 


of the Laundreſs; but ſhe was convinced that they 
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As our young Traveller was pretty much fa- 
tigued, ſhe gave but a flight Attention to the In- 
conveniencies of her Lodging, and preſently fell 
afleep ; in which ſhe would have probably conti- 
nued till Morning, had ſhe not been ſuddenly 
awakened by the Entrance of ſeveral Men into 
her Chamber. This, at firſt, gave her inexpreſ- 
ſible Sur prize and Terror, but-ſhe had hardly hid 
her Face under the Bed- clothes, when her Unea- 
ſineſs began gradually to vaniſh, at finding that the 
Men were quietly gone into another Room; to 
which there was probably, no other Paſſage than 
through that in which ſhe lay; and this ſhe ima- 
gined to be the Caſe, from ſeeing one of the Maids 
come back thro*-her Room with a Warming-Pan ; 
however, ſhe earneſtly longed for Morning. The 
Terror ſhe had lately been in, kept her for ſome _ 
Time awake; when revolving in her Mind the 


Step ſhe had taken, ſhe could not help falling into 


ſome Reflections, which had before never entered 
her Thoughts. The Fright of the good Lady 
| Benſon, occaſioned by her Flight, now gave her 
great Uneaſineſs. She recolleQed many of the 
Obligations ſhe had received from her; and theſe . 


Reflections, in one and the ſame Moment, gave 


her an Idea of that Lady's Uneaſineſs, and awak- 
ened all her Gratitude, . She then reflected on the 
invidious Turn the. artful . Judy would probably 
give to her Flight; that ſhe might endeavour to 
blaſt her Character, and to make the only Step 
me could take to preſerve her Virtue, appear as a 
Proof that ſhe had no Virtue to preſerve. * My 
© Enemy will now triumph,” ſaid ſhe to herſelf; . 
© ſhe will have an Opportunity of throwing all her 


' © Guilt upon me; and being ſenſible that I cannot 


* yindicate myſelf, will make that good Lady hate 
Hy Ns „ 
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© me; ſhe who has been ſo much my Friend, and 
«© whom I ought for ever to love, will hate me, 


and rejoice that I have left her Houſe” This 


Thought coſt her ſome Tears; but the Hopes 
that the Lady Benſon would at laſt do her Juſtice, 
and that at the worſt ſhe ſhould be able to vindi- 


cate her Conduct to Mrs, Evans, whom ſhe did 


not doubt but ſhe ſhould find in London, at length 
_ compoſed her Mind, and pepared the Way tor 


the Approach of Sleep, which nn after lock- 


ed "0M all her Senſes. ; 
CHAP: 8 


Betty Barnes meets with: more agreeable Company. 
Some Particulars relating to the Captain and Mrs. 


Judy ; and the Behaviour of the latter at the os : 


after Betty bad 1 it. 


T* Sun no ſooner 1 to el e the | 


Walls of Betty's Chamber, and to render vi- 


ſible. the many ſable Characters that adorned the 
Cieling, than our fair Traveller, awaked by the 


Noiſe of the Waggoner's preparing for that Day's 


Journey, ſtarted from her Bed, and to avoid be- 

ing ſeen by thoſe who had given her ſuch Diſturb= 
ance in the Night, when they ſhould return 
through her Room, reſolved to leave it-as ſoon as 


poſſible: but ſhe was hardly dreſſed, when going 
to the Window, to her great Surprize, ſhe ſaw 
her Perſecutor the Captain, ſtanding in the Inn 


Vard; he was booted, had his Whip in his Hand, 


'and wasſwearing that the- Wine he had drank the 
Night before was not good, becauſeit had made 
him drunk, - tho? he had not had above two Bot- 

u . . now 1 think of it,” n he, I cer 
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| © theſe two Months, been forced to live a damned 
8 ſober Life with a preciſe A 7 

This Sight renewed all her Terror: ſhe trem- 
bled with the Apprehenſions of her Danger, and 
was in the moſt dreadful Situation, when ſhe was 
"relieved from her Fright by hearing him call the 
Hoſtler, and order him to bring his Horſe, which 
he preſently mounted, and rode AWAY. His going 

away was an Event as agreeable as unexpected, 
and her Fears heing- removed, ſhe went down to 
attend a Waggon which was in the Yard loading 
for London, and by going in which ſhe hoped to 

- exchange her Company. 

While ſhe was waiting in the Kitchen, her At- 
tention was engaged by two of the Maids who 
came in laughing, and highly diverted at ſome- 
. that had happened to a Woman who had 
been made fuddled the Night before by a Gentle- 
man who came wiih her; I'll warrant,” ſaid one 
of the Girls, © ſhe will be fine and ſick when ſhe 
© wakes. Ican't help laughing, to think how ſhe 
«© will ſtare, when I tell her the Meſſage the 
Gentleman left with me.“ Why, good now, 
© Nanny, what was it?“ replied the other, I 5 
© thought he was ſaying ſomething about your- 
* ſelf, you ſimpered ſq at him.“ © Why, he did ſay 
41 was a pretty Girl, and had a roguifh Eye. 
But 'tis neither he e nor there for that, you 
* know,----He bid me tell her he was going to 

London, where, if the Dice befriended him, he 
6 ene wait for her: but that ſhe: need not hur- 
ry herſelf in following him, as he believed the 

c 7 ak ſhe had made him might, with good 
© Management, .laſt him a- Month. But that he 
© had no great Inclination to be put in Mind of his 


6 © Mortatity. by? being married to a Death's 1 
* _ | 
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Thie, Ithink, i is juſt what hetold me ; forhe gave 
me a Shilling to learn it by Heart. I can'ti imagine 
© where he picked the Woman up; ſhe is horrid- 
ly ugly, and old enough to be his Mother. He 
„called her Mrs. Judy, and - talked of her I. ady. 
+ Sure ſhe is not his Mother's Maid, and was going 
to run away with him, pretty little Creature ! 
| It was no Wonder that Betty Barnes gave a ſtrict 
Attention to this Dialogue, which was interrupt- 
ed by ſome of the Paſſengers, who wanted ta 
give the cuſtomary Perquiſites to the Chamber- 
. maids; 3 ſhe now flattered herſelf, that the Lady 
Benſon was convinced of her Innocence; : ſhe found 
that ſhe had no longer an Enemy in her Houſe, 
and was heſitating whether ſhe *. 
vhen the RecolleQion of Fudy's being ſtill in the 
Inn awakened her Fears, and put a Stop to every 
other Reflection. At this Inſtant ſhe was hurried 
to take her Place, which was a Summons ſhe rea- 


dily obeyed, as ſhe now wanted only to be out of 


the Inn, from a Dread of meeting with the cruel, 
the implacable Waiting-maid. 

When ſhe eame to the Waggon, ſhe found the 
two Women that came with her the Day before, 


one of whom was diſputing with a treſh Paſſenger 


for a Place at the Front; ifit is proper to call it 
fo, as it is at the afl. She grounded her Pre- 
tenſions on having had it the Day before in the 


Cart, and as the Waggon belonged to the fame 


5 Man, ſhe expected it, as the oldeſt Paſſenger. 
The other Perſon, who had a young Child, ſaid, 
if ſhe had no Air ſhe ſhould be ill, and unable to 
nurſe her Boy, I can't help that, ” was replied : 

* I wonder Fames would take a Child, when he 


* knew I was to go with him, TI told him before 


it was my Averſion to travel with Childrer; 


But 


uld not return, 
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© But I am right enough ſerved for not going in 
© the Coach.“ Madam,” anſwered the other 
"Woman, © I don't like Children to travel with 
© perhaps better than you; but as I can't conve- 
© niently knock mine on the Head, I muſt take 
him with me: Beſides, as I pay for my Place, 
* I think I have as good a Right to it as another.“ 
© You pay for your Place, ay; but I ſend Goods 
© every Week; and if James Jumble don't ſhew 
me more Reſpect than common Travellers, I 
N can aſſure him, I ſhall employ the new Wag⸗ 
* gon,” was ſpoke with great Dignity. The 
Words, common Travellers, exaſperated the 
young Woman, who before ſeemed a little incli- 
ned to reſign her Place, and ſhe replied : I be- 
: „ lieve I have been as little uſed to travelling as 
© you, who, I dare ſay, han't feen much by the 
Quantity of your Manners. But fince you are 
* ſo much of the Gentlewoman, there will a 
© Coach go threugh this Town by and by, .and 1. 
* wiſh you would go in that; for I took this 
© Place, and I'll keep it in Spite of any Body.“ 
The Woman of Importance, finding it in vain 
to conteſt, ſat down, and they went rumbling on 
till near Noon, when 2 well dreſſed Woman, 
Who rode a ſingle Horſe, ſtopped at the Side of 
the Waggon, and aſked if there was Room. Bet- 
iy Barnes, who had ſcarce ſpoke all the Morning, 
anſwered, that there was; and the Woman having 
ordered a young Man who was with her to take 
Care of the Horſe the rode, entered, and with- 
out Heſitation ſeated herſelf next Betty Barnes, 


Y who, from her Looks, flattered herſelf thai ſhe 


© ſhould be happy in a Fellow-T raveller. -—+ | 
This new Paſſenger was a thick ſhort. Woman, 


* a brown 888 turned of forty ; but 
there 


BETTY BARNES. gr 
there was ſuch a Mixture of Senſibility and 


Swieetneſs in her Countenance, that pleaſed be- 


yond the moſt regular Beauty, and it was impoſe 


ſible to ſee her without thinking her Face the 


— 


lively Index of a good Heart. | 
She had hardly ſeated herſelf before the Tradef. 
woman took Notice, in order, I ſuppoſe, to begin 
a Converſation, in which the might indulge her 

own Vanity, that ſhe wondered a Perſon of her 


Appearance ſhould chuſe a Waggon. Why, 


| ſhereplied with a Smile, I have no other Reaſon 


than becauſe I like i it; the ceremonious Non- 


© ſenſe in a Coach is, to me, as inſupportable as 
© the loul loul of a Waggon; and I like to hear 
* ſuch a neat e as this talk, as well as 


* the fineſt Lady, and have often found that 
© they ſpeak as much to the Purpoſe. Beſides, 


© I have a Mind to be ſaving; *tis a hundred to 


one if I ſhan't have more Satisfaction by then 


N 1 reach Town, in beſtowing the Money a 
© Seat in the Coach would have coſt on ſome Bo- 


* dy that wants it, than I ſhould have received 


* from what is called the beſt of Company, tho? 


© it is often the worſt.” 
This Diſplay*of a benevolent Diſpoſition made 


our young Traveller extremely pleaſant with her 
Companion, and ſhe began to reſume her natural 


Sprightlineſs, which her new Companion encou- 
raged by ſeveral Expreſſions of Good-will that 


flowed from her Humanity, as ſhe thought the 
poor Girl looked deje cted. 


The Wife of the touchy Gentleman, who: had 
talked fo freely of Servants, was quite chap-fallen, 


and had not uttered a Word all Day; for ber 


Spouſe had promiſed to follow immediately and 


=_—_ diſappointed her, and as he was not * 
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able for conjugal Fidelity any more than for Sweet- 
[neſs of Temper, his haſte Helpmate began to 


fear ſome unwarrantable Engagement. 

The Woman of Conſequence, who was fo good 
a Cuſtomer to the Carrier, was nettled that the 
new Traveller, whom we ſhall call Mrs. Robin- 
ſon, would not give her an Opportunity to talk 


_ of. herſelf, ſo remained filept; while the Woman 
Who had the Child ſeemed to be in continual Fear, 


leſt her Boy, as ſhe ſat next to Mrs. Robinſon, ſhould 


give her ſome Offence : But ſhe, with great Affa- 


bility, put her out of her Pain, by telling her that 
ſhe was exceſſively fond of Children, and actually 
ſnared with her in the Fatigue of attending him; 
ſaying, at the ſame Time, that they who would 


not ſuffer a ſmall Inconvenience to relieve a Fellow- 


creature from a greater, in her Opinion, deſerved 
to change Places with them they refuſed to aſſiſt. 
In this Situation they continued till near Night, 


| when the jealous Wife could no longer conceal her 
-Uneaſineſs, but broke out into ſeveral Expreflions - 


of Anger, as, Sure no Woman alive has ſuch an 
© unaccountable Man to deal with as I have J 
© he minds his Word no more than a Broomaſtick, 


_ © If he has got ſome Body that will hold him in 


© Talk, he never thinks how Time goes, for his 


Part: I am ſure if I was like him, Things would 


© ſoon be at Sixes and Sevens.” * What, do you 
expect your Huſband to over take-you ?? was 
aſked by Mrs. Robinſon, * Where did you leave 
* him?” At the Inn we ſet out from in the 
Morning, was replied, * where he met with an 
© old Comrade who had ſerved in the ſame Regi- 


ment; for my Huſband has been a Soldier, and 


.* ſome of the Money I have worked hard for went 


— 
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e no Gratitude in them. I can remember when I 


© was a Servant, I lived a little while with a Lady 


© who had married her Father's Footman, and had 
© brought him a vaſt Fortune; when, would you 
«© believe it? inflead of making her the beſt of Huſ- 


© bands, he lay with her Maid.“ I don't won- 
der at that, returned Mrs, Robinſon ; but I 


© hope they kept more than one, or elſe it was 
not while you lived there,” ſhe cried with a ſa- 
tyrical Smile, that a little diſconcerted the Perſon 


it was directed to: But don't be uneaſy,” con- 


tinued ſhe, © I fancy JI can give you ſome Account 
of your Spouſe. Is he not a very black Man ?? 
She was anſwered, he was; and then Mrs. Robinſon 
went on, If it is the ſame, I think you have no 


| © need to fear being ſerved as your Miſtreſs was; 


for I left him with a Woman'—The Thoughts 
of his being with a Woman had quite obliterated 
the firſt Part of the Sentence from the Memory of 
the loving Wife, and ſhe was too much affected to 


let it be compleated, and therefore interrupt- -. 


ing Mrs. Robinſon, cried out in a loud Key, and 
with great Volubility, Oh! I thoughtſo! a 


. wicked Wretch ! was it for this that I gave him 


Money to pay his Debts, and made a Man of 
© him? If I was near the dirty Drab, I'd tear her 
* naſty Eyes out. Waggoner, Waggoner, let me 
* out; I won't go a Step further, till I am reveng- 


ed on the Sirumpet. I dare ſay it is the. Maid at 


the Inn, who was fleering and grinning at the 
Gentleman that went away in the Morning, I 


*%® 


heard my vile Rogue of a Huſband whiſper ſome- 


* thing to her, juſt after he went out.” © Pray be 
* eaſy, Madam,” ſaid Mrs. Robinſon, * for I am 
* ſure you wrong the Gentleman as well as the 


*%*. 
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© Girl for the Perſon I left him with was as old 
Das himſelf, On a Man's telling him he could 


K A aA GAA 6G AR OA, A aA 6A 


' furniſh him with a Horſe, that was to be re- 


turned to the Inn where we are to lie To-night, 


© he had ſome Time on his Hands, and therefore 
© ſtaid to hear her Story.“ This a little compoſed 


ber Fury, and Mrs, Robinſon proceeded; * I be- 


© lieve, if I had not heard it before, I ſhould have 
* diſcovered as much Curioſity as your Huſband ; 
© for in my whole Life I never ſaw a more extra- 
ordinary Figure, | : 7 

- © I had juſt ſtopped at the Golden Lion, and was 


drinking a Glaſs of Wine in the Kitchen, when 


* a ſhrill Voice called from above Stairs, © Sweet- 


Heart, Chamber-maid, young Woman,” in the 
' © ſame Breath, and two Girls ran tittering towards 


© the Stairs, which they ſeemed in no great Haſte 
to aſcend, but ſtood contending who ſhould go up. 
At laſt their Conſultation was interrupted by a 
long meagre Figure, who, ſtaring wildly, de- 
manded what was become of the Captain, and who 
had had the Impudence to take away her Gown 
and her Garter ? Her Cap was the wrong Side 
outward, and almoſt covered with a Paſte of 
Powder and Pomatum. She had, by Way of 
Binder, a Garter round her Head, on which was 
wrote, or rather wove, the Word Rosx, which 
made the Landlord fay, as foon as he ſaw it, 
which was preſently after ſne came down, Ods 
Bobs ! Wife, ſure this Gentlewoman muſt. be 
woundy apt to forget herſelf, that ſhe is forced 
to carry her Name on her Head. This arch 
Speech raiſed a general Laugh at the Expence 
of the poor Woman, who ſtood with an Apron 

round her Shoulders, raving for her S 1 
. ET | Gown 


\ 
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. Goon, and her Garter. One of the Girls, after 
* many Burſts of Laughter, for which ſhe was re- 
proved by her Miſtreſs, tho' ſhe, like poor Teague 
in the Committee, could hardly keep her own 

Mouth from going to one Side and t'other, told 


© her, if the Captain was the Gentleman who 


* came with her, he had ordered her to tell her, 
© that he was gone to Landon; ; but that ſhe need 
© not hurry herſelf to follow him, for that he 
had no Deſign df being put in Mind of dying, 
by being married to a Death's Head. 
She would ſcarce permit the Girl to deliver 
her Meſſage ; for ſo boiſterous was her Rage, 
that ſhe. overturned the Table near which ſhe 
had ſat down, and haſtily ran up to the Room 
- * ſhe had left, crying, ſhe was undone and robbed; 
© ſhe would have them taken up for Thieves if ſhe 


© did not find her Gown. This Behaviour not a 


-* little exaſperated the Inn-keeper's Wife, who 


| © ſtood up for the Honour of her Houſe, and fol- 


_ © lowing her up Stairs, ſaid, that no one loſt any 


Thing in her Houſe. But the ſuppoſed, ſhe 


© had put her Gown ſomewhere as well as her 
© Garter, which, if ſhe had not drank too much, 
\ © ſhe would have remembered was on her Head; 

© and if ſhe had loſt any Money, ſhe ſuppoſed the 


Gentleman had payed himſelf ; for young briſk 


© Fellows were not uſed to keep Company with 
. * old Women for nothing; and that-ſhe did not 


care how ſoon ſhe went out of her Houſe, for if | 


. = had known ſhe had not been the "Man's 
Wife, ſhe ſhould have had another gueſs Room ; 3 
© for ſhe hated a Whore in her Heart. 


© The Woman,“ continued Mrs. Robinſon, her- 
© ing now found her e came down into the 


0 Kitchen, 5 
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Kitchen, and, with many Tears, lamented the 
Loſs of her Money and Lover; to whom, ſhe 
ſaid, ſhe had given forty Guineas the Night 


before, on his promiſing to marry her as ſoon 


as they came to London, to make her Amends 
for the Place ſhe had loſt on his Account; for, till 


I knew him, ſaid ſhe, I was always well thought 
on ; but I believe he makes Uſe of ſome Charm 
that bewitches me.” * Pſhaw, pſhaw, ſay a Sol- 


dier that ſtood by, if you have got Gold, I'll 


warrant other Folks can make Uſe of Charms as 
well as he: So don't ſtand crying about him; ; 
but make the beſt of a bad Market. 

© This rough Conſolation ſeemed to have ſome 
Effe ct on the Woman; for ſhe entered into a 


particular Converſation with the Soldier, and [ 
am much miſtaken if ſhe is not wormed out of 
ſome more Money before they part; for ſhe ſays 


ſhe muſt be forced'to ſtay for a Remittance from 


Londen, as ſhe has none about her but a little 
Silver; and I believe it is to that laudable De- 
fign that you owe the Abſence of your Huſband, 


who I left liſtening with great Complaiſanee to 


her Story, after I had ſeen Fun nn to che 


Soldier in the Yard.” | 
As no one in the Company was intereſted in the 


Affair at the Inn but Betty Barnes, they all freely 
gave their Sentiments concerning the poor forſaken 
Judy. The Woman in Trade ſaid the fooliſh 


Creature deſerved no Pity; Before I'd give m 


a « 


A a. „ „ 


Money to the beſt he that wears a Head, I'd ſee 
ow all hang'd. Iknow better what to do with 

; when I was firſt a Widow, the Men thought 
=. "make me a Fool; but 1 thank them for that : 


I put what Money I had in Trade, and know | 
how to make the moſt of every Penny which, 


* Iam 


— 
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6 Lew ſure, is more to the Purpoſe than' beſtow- 


© ing it on &*er a beggarly Fellow in England? 


Juſt as ſhe had done ſpeaking, the Fellow who 
drove came to the Waggon Tail, with a How 
do ye all do, my good Miſtreſſes, did no' ye 


wonder what made me lag ſo? I was drinking at 


yon Town with Robin Goodfellow, who gives you 
© 2 main good Word, Widow,* added he, ad- 


dreſſing himſelf to the Perſon who ſpoke laſt; © and 
© he ſays, he believes he ſhould have lived with 


you till now, if you had not unluckily catched 
him a courting Nell the Day after you was ſo 
© kind to him? _ 2 


As the laſt Words were accompanied with an 


arch Grin, and a Turn toward the Horſes, as. if 


to prevent a Reply, they did not fail of being ta- 


ken Notice of by the Soldier's Wife, who thought 
herſelf affronted by the Severity of the Widow's 
laſt Speech, and ſhe with great Aſperity ſaid, * So, 
Madam, tho' you won't part with your Money 
© to Fellows, you are not ſo ſparing of other Fa- 
* yours, it ſeems, When I was a Servant*'—As 


this was commonly, the Beginning of ſome tedious 
Story, Mrs. Robinſon, in order to prevent the De- 
tail, or, perhaps, to divert the Choler of the Win 
dow, which ſeemed juſt going to riſe, replied, © 1 


* wonder, Madam, now you are married, you 
* ſhould be always reminding the Company of your 


having been a Servant; for tho? this be a Stati- 
* on that one ought to be contented with when it 
is our Lot, yet ſurely it is not a Situation to be 


* boaſted of: but I don't know how it is, I hardly 
* ever was in Company with a Woman in my 
Life, who had been at Service, tho” ever ſo 
© Jong married, but the Perfections or Defects of 
the People ſhe had lived with became the Subject 
E . e 
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© of Converſations, It is very true, Madam, 


replied the Widow, pleaſed to have eſcaped the 


Remarks of the ſhrewd Mrs. Robinſon ; © but Peo- 
© ple never conſider how diſagreeable it is to have 


pe one's Ears ſtuffed with long Stories about Folks 
© that one knows nothing of.” 


Thus they went on, talking rather at, than to 
one another, till they came to the Inn where they 
were to put up. As Mrs. Robinſon knew a little 


more of the World than our young Traveller, ſhe 
took more Care of her Bed and Linen than ſhe had 
done the preceding Night, and inſiſted on ſeeing 
her Sheets aired in the Kitchen ; ; which the Girl 
had the Advantage of, as ſhe was her Bedfellow. 


Byt this Evening Betty had the Pain of ſeeing the 
good Qualities the had attributed to Mrs. Robinſon, 
and which ſhe really poſſeſſed, a little obſcured by 


| a too free Indulgence of the Bottle, which, tho? 


ſhe did not carry to any great Exceſs, took off that 
Reſtraint of Reaſon that her. Vivacity needed, and 
in this unbending of her Heart, ſhe uttered many 
Things that the moſt brilliant Wit could not plead 
an Excuſe for ; ſince they claſhed with that inva- 
riable Rule of Decency, which a modeſt Woman 
ought to obſerve, and which no Time of Life can 


warrant the Breach of. 


The Evening was pretty bo advanced befcre the 


1 Soldier came to his Wife, and then he was almoſt 


unable to ſpeak a plain Word ; "however he hick- 


up'd out, Why, Wife, don” t look ſo confounded 
© croſs ; you are bandſomer than her by the Half, 


© tho? there is Tom Jones as ſweet on her, as if ſhe | 
* was but fifteen. He is a fly Dog, and knows 


| | © which Side his Bread 1s buttered on. I'll be 


* hanged if he don't get a good Spell from her. 


To this bis Wife made no other Reply, than that 
be 


BETFY BARNES as 
he was a fine Judge of who was handſome to be 
ſure, in that Pickle ; and immediately retired with 
him, if one might take one's Information from the 
Sweetneſs of her Looks, to give him the Diſcipline 
of a Curtain-LeQure. : 


0 . E 2 

J I imagine my Readers will wonder that Betty 
* Barnes has had ſo little Share in the Converſation 
- of the two laſt Days, but the poor Girl was ſo ex- 
d ceeding ſick, that ſne could hardly hold up her 
g Head; and in ſuch a Circumſtance the moſt lo- 
l quacious, however mortified, are obliged to be ſi - 
5 . LL. 5 : 
e In the two following Days there was nothing re- 


markable, except the good Humour of the Man, 
who was perhaps pleaſed that his Comrade would 
ſoon- be in no Condition to reproach him for his 
Choice of a Wife, who was on the wrong Side of 


t 1 
0 Vears of Maturity, ſince he himſelf was labouring . | 
y with all his Might to perſuade the virtuous Fudy to — 
d become his Helpmate, after ſhe had told him ſhe 


had near two hundred Pounds out at Uſe. 
On the Morning of the fifth Day, the Girl was 
ſurpriſed at Mrs. Robinſon's aſking her, with great 
Kindneſs,” the Reaſon of her looking fo unealy ; 

1 am afraid,” ſaid ſhe, you have left your 


2 
ſt * Sweet-heart behind you; for I obſerved you ſe- 
K * veral Times Yeſterday ready to ſhed Tears, tho? 
ed ] was ready to die with laughing at the out of- 
lf, * the-Way Mortals we have got with us. Nay,” 
be ſays ſhe, on ſeeing the Tears in ber Eyes, I did 


not ſpeak to give you Pain, ſo don't cry; but if 


be * you have any Thing the Matter with you that I 
. can remove, tell me now; for I am quite weary 
at of my Company, and defign to go no longer in 


the Waggon than Today. You may remem- 
* ber what I ſaid would give me more Satisfaftion 


* 
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BB: TY than tbe beſt Company. The Girl bluſhed, 55 
but was unable to ſpeak, when Mrs. Robinſon pro- 
- ceeded ; 5 I fancy, Child, your Money runs ſhort 3 
© if it does, you ſhall be welcome to this half Gui- 

© nea. I wiſh, for your Sake, I may be miſtaken; 


© but I thought laſt Night when you changed a 


© Guinea, I heard you ſigh out ſoftly, Lord! what 


© vill become of me l' Betty Barnes, unable to re- 


ſtrain the guſhing Tears at this unexpected Relief, 
ſobbed out her Gratitude from a full Heart, and 


the good-natured Mrs. Robin/on felt, T am perſuad- 
ed, in that Moment, more. real Delight than was 


ever experienced by the moſt finiſhed Coquet, when 


in the Pride: of Beauty, and fluſhed with a new 


Conqueſt, tho? her Countenance, at the ſame 
Time, bore the ſtrongeſt Marks of Sympathy. | 


The Girl, a little relieved from her Anxiety by 


tbis Supply, reſumed the Courage to afk her 


Friend, if ſhe could help her to a Place. To this 
ſhe replied, that ſhe feared not, as moſt of her 
Acquaintance were out of Town, and that ſhe her- 


| ſelf ſhould ſtay no longer in London than juſt to reſt 
herſelf after her Fatigue: But I will do what 1 
* can, Have you any Body in Town that knows 
. 5 you, or will give you a Character?“ To this ſhe 
anſwered, that there was a Gentlewoman in Lon- 

don who had known her from her being a Child, 


+. 


but that ſhe did not know wiccre to find her, 


only that ſhe was acquainted with a, Merchant that 


jived in ſome Street that was not a great Way from 


the Strand, whoſe Name ſhe ſhould know if ſhe heard 


it ; but that ſhe could not for her Life recall it to 


her Memory. This Simplicity made Mrs. Robinſon 

- ſmile, and ſhe aſked her if ſhe knew'in what the . 

Merchant traded ? but this Queſtion puzzled her, 
and ſhe could only tell her that Mrs, Evans had ſaid | 


in 
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in her hearing, that he had a Part in ſeveral Ships, 
and had a Brother who was a Captain, and ex- 
tremely rich. Mrs. Robinſon told her, ſhe would 
not have her depend on finding her Friend, if ſhe. 
had no better Directions; but adviſed her to ſpeax 
to the Waggoner, to get him to tell what he knew = 
of her. Alas, Madam,” fays our Traveller, I 

„never ſaw him in my Life till I came to his 
Waggon.“ No] I thought you might belong 
. * to the ſame Toxn; and in the Country they 

are all Neighbours, tho' they live a Mile from 


| © each other; but if you have no one to ſpeak for 


* you, how do yon expect to get a Place? Fortho* 
* I. think, if I wanted a Servant myſelf, I could 
venture to take you from the little I have ſeen 
of you; yet we ought to be extremely careful 
© how we recommend any to the Service of our. 
© Friends upon the Strength of our own Opinion, 
_ © left they ſhould ſuffer for our Want of Judg- 
ment.“ EE 25 
Mrs. Robinſon began: to entertain ſome Doubts 
concerning our young Traveller, and ſhe juſtly 
concluded, that thoꝰ it might be poſſible for a coun- 
try Girl to know Nothing of the Manner in which 
People at London hire Servanits, yet that it was ex- 
tremely improbable that her Relations ſhould think 
of her getting a Place without a Recommendati- 
on. This Thought made her imagine that ſhe had 
come away from her Friends without their Know- 
ledge, and the Girl's burſting into Tears on her 
aſking her if ſhe had a Father and Mother alive, 
confirmed her in this Suſpicion ; but as ſhe had 


given her a ſmall Relief, her being more inquiſi- 


tive would have had the Appearance of Inſult, and 
as'ſhe feared ſhe ſhould hear ſomething that would 
leſſen the Satisfaction ſhe had received, in reflect- 
ing on the Goodneſs of Providence that had ena- 
Ns Oe: bled 
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-bled her to relieve her, ſhe, without ſaying any 
more, went down to Breakfaſt, where the poor 
Girl, ſtruck with the unuſual Severity of her Coun- 
tenance, had not the Courage to follow her. This 
Timidity was taken Notice of by Mrs. Robinſon, who 
had every Morning given her her Breakfaſt, and 
a little revived her good Opinion, as it was a Proof 
of her Senſibility; and as ſhe was conſcious of ſome 
Imperfections herſelf, ſhe, with great Humanity, 
called to her in her ufual Tone of Voice, telling 
her, if ſhe did not make Haſte the Waggon would 
go without her, in order that the other Paſſengers 
might not take Notice of her not coming along with 


* 


her. | 

5 V 

Which ſome Readers will think very little to | the | 
lp MW we 


' ſ/ THIS Day was ſpent pretty much like the 
former, only Mrs. Robinſon behaved with 
ſome Conſtraint, and ſeemed more thoughtful than 
common. When they arrived at the Inn, which 
was early in the Afternoon, they found a long 
Table ſpread with a great Quantity of coarſe Pro- 
viſions, which were provided to ſuit the Taſtes 
of the Gueſts, as they that Night expected no leſs 
than three Waggons. On this. Mrs. Robinſon 
aſked if ſhe could not have ſomething dreſſed for. 
herſelf; ſaying that ſhe could not eat her Supper 
at Tea-time. When this Meſſage was carried to 
the Miſtreſs of the Houſe, ſhe anſwered ſnapiſh- 
ly, © Marry come p. here's a Rout with Wag- 
gon Cuſtomers ; I ſuppoſe this is ſome decayed 
N SGSGentlewoman, 
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© Gentlewoman, that can't bring her Taſte to her. 


© Circumſtances, with her Tea-time at her Back- 
* fide, Does ſhe look, Bridget, as if ſhe could 
pay for any more than ordinary Trouble ?? 


This fine Speech was heard by Mrs. Robinſon ; 
for ſhe had followed the Maid to the Kitchen-door, 


in order to aſk what they had in the Houſe, when 


with an Air that moſt People would call haughty, 


and which ſhe never aſſumed but when ſhe was 


ill treated, ſhe aſked the Landlady what ſhe meant 


by ſuch a Behaviour ; © How ſhould your Maid 
© know what I am able to pay for ? however, you 


© need not give yourſelf any extraordinary 'Trou- 


ble on my Account; for, as there is another Inn 


© it is a Rule with me, never to lay out my Mo- 
ney with Folks that are above their Buſineſs.” 


s 

in the Town, I ſhan't ſtay in your Houſe : for 
6 

« 


© T.ord, Madam “ cricd the Woman, © you are 


very haſty ; z *tis a Sign you don't know what it 
is to keep an Inn, If I had known I had a real 
Gentlewoinah to ſerve, I ſhould be the laſt 


front; but it is ſo ſeldom that People any Thing 
like travel in a Waggon, that one is not aware 
of it, and we have ſo often Servant-girls who 


have enough to do with them.” Let them be 
what they will,” faid Mrs. Robinſon, if they 
pay for what they have, they have a Right to 
civil Uſage ; and if I was a Beggar, where I 
paid Pd have it. So), if you think it worth your 
while, kill me a Duck, and get it ready 'by nine 

o*Clock, or I'll go where I ſhall have Thanks 


oy 


« formy Cuſtom.” She then left the Kitchen and 
went into the Room where her Fellow-travellers 


were wing at the Impertinence of the Landlady : 
2 S- 1 


Woman in the World that would give an Af- 


give themſelves Airs of Lmportance, that we 
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Tor on hearing Mrs. Robinſon ſpeak loud, they could 
not reſtrain their Curioſity within the narrow 
Bounds of good Manners; but had ariſen from 

their Seats to liſten. * I wonder,” ſaid the Sol- 
dier's Wife, at the Aſſurance of ſuch mean 
_ © vulgar Creatures. Servant Girls! I'll affure 
- © her! as if becauſe People go out into the 
World, they muſt be trod under Foot by ſuch 
as ſhe, I'd. have her to know, there is many a 
Servant that would ſcorn to ſet themſelves on a 
Footing with the Miſtreſs of a paultry Inn. 
Mrs. Robinſon would not have been W dee 
to have heard a hearty Scold between the Woman 
of the Houſe and the quondam Waiting-maid; as 
it would have indulged her. Vein of Ridicule, which 
ſhe carried a little too far, ſince it ſometimes hap- 
pened, that her uncommon Spritelineſs abaſhed 
modeſt Merit, and- made it afraid to ſhew itſelf, 
She, therefore, anſwered with great good Hu- 
mour, that ſhe was quite right, and that it was 
very public-ſpirited in her to ſtand up for the Ho- 
. Nour of Servants now-fhe was out of the Number; 
©. tho? to ſay the Truth,” ſhe continued, I once 
' travelled with two young Sluts that were going to 
London from Nettinghamſbire to Service, who beha- 
ved with mote Haughtineſs than would become 
Perſons of Fortune. On our going out of the Wag- 
* gon, they called about them, as if they alone 
were People of Diſtinction, and all the Servants of 

the Houſe their Domeſtics; they could neither 
waſh in the ſame Baſon, or wipe with the ſame 
Towel; tho' perhaps they never before in their 
Lives had made Uſe of any other than the com- 
mon Jack-towel of a Kitchen; but I have obſerv- 
ed that thoſe, who, by their Station, are obliged 
Joh 1 5 to 
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to ſerve, take Care to revenge themſelves on For- 
tune ini their Turn, by commanding with the ut-. 
moſt Haughtineſs, we Ts „ 

The young Woman with the Child had, during 
the Journey, ſaid very little; for ſhe ſeemed in- 
tirely taken up with the Care of her Infant; but 
to Mrs. Robinſon's Remark on the Pride of Ser- 
vants, ſhe replied, ** I fancy, Madam, if theſe 
young Women had never been at Service, they 
would have behaved in much the ſame Manner ; 
for ſurely it can never be the Situation that can al- 
ter the natural Diſpoſition. A mean and ſordid 
Soul will produce mean Actions, tho”. it animates 
the Perſon of a Princeſs; and J believe a great 
Mind would ſcorn either aſſuming or cringing, 
tho? it inhabited the Body of a Scullion.““ L/ 
This Speech, which gave Mrs. Robinſon a 
much higher Idea of the Senſe of her wo ſpoke, - 
than ſhe had conceived from her Looks, was put 
an End to by the Arrival of a genteel Youth, 
who at that Inſtant alighted. in the Inn- yard juſt 
before the Window where the young Woman + 
ſat. She no ſooner beheld him than ſhe bluſhed 
as red as Scarlet, and almoſt in the ſame Inſtant 
changed white as her Handkerchief. This Alte- 
ration was ſeen by Mrs. Robinſon, who ſnatched the 
Child out of her Lap to prevent his falling; for 
his Mother, at that Inſtant, ſeemed to have 
quite forgot her Care. The young Gentleman 
had by this Time come to the Door of the Room, 
but the Eyes of the young Woman were ſtill 
fixed on the Place where ſhe had: ſeen him, till 
his Voice in aſking if there was not a Perſon who - 


had a Child there beſides that Gentlewoman, mean- - 


ing Mrs. Robinſon, rouſed her Attention, and ſhe, 
With eager Steps, ran towards him, Tying, © 1 is, 


m 
* : ? 
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I'm ſure it is him b The Youth received her with | 
the utmoſt Tranſport, and as ſoon as a Guſh of 
Joy would give him leave to-ſpeak, cried out in 
the tendereft Accent, © We meet, my dear Lydia, 
I hope, to part no more : For my. Father, my 

Dear, my Father has forgiven me, and it is by his 
Permiſſion I come to bring you Home ; but where 


is my Child, my Boy !” 


It was in vain that he aſked ; for the fond Wise 
was quite unable to anſwer, and perhaps at that 
Inſtant thought no more of her Child than if ſhe 

had never felt the Pangs of a Mother; for it is 
certain that conjugal Affection greatly ſurpaſſes. 
maternal 'T'enderneſs,. where the Paſſion of Love is 


carried to the Exceſs it ought ; ; notwithſtanding 5 


ſome Ladies make it a Merit in their Chaſtity, as 
Lord Townly ſays, not to be fond of their Huſ- 
| bands; and I have heard many Women ſay, 
they could not think what Sort of fond Creatures 
they muſt be, who could love any Mar better 
than their own Children ; but our Wife knew 
none of theſe Refinements, and it was not till 
Mrs. Robinſon preſented the Child to the Father, 
that he at all employed her Thoughts; ; and he 
was forced again to tell her of his Father's being 
reconciled, before ſhe heard it, ſo intirely was ſhe 
ingroſſed by the Delight of beholding him, who 
was to her, ſhe. faid, far beyond Father, Child, 
"Eaſe or Affluencte. 
On Mrs. Rebinſon's holding the Boy towards 
the Gentleman, his Mother, with great Precipi- 
tation, ſnatched him from her; ſaying, Ma- 
dam, you'll forgive me, but it muſt be in my 
Arms that he receives his Father's firſt Kiſs.“ 
The Father now in his Turn as eagerly ſnatched 


the Child from his WN and almoſt bie 
6. 5 im 


n * 20 
— 


* 


him by the Exceſs of his Tenderneſs, while the 
innocent Smiles of the Infant ſerved to render the 
Scene ſtill more affecting. DPS 
When the young Woman became a little calm- 
er, by her Happineſs being more familiar to her, ſhe 
made many Apologies for her being ſo unguarded 
before ſo much Company ; to which her Huſband 
replied, Why, my Dear, ſhould you think that 
| wants an Excuſe, that rendered me more happy 
5 at a Time when I thought it impoſſible that my 
Bliſs could admit of Increaſe.” * Indeed, Ma- 
dam,” ſaid; Mrs. Robinſon, “ your Behaviour needs 
no Excuſe; but Pm afraid mine will, when I 
tell you that I iwpatiently long to hear the Rea- 
ſon of your Separation, when you ſeem ſd perfeQ- 
ly fitted to make each other happy. If my Cu- 
riolity is not impertinent, I ſhould be extremely 
obliged if you would take Part of what I have or- 
dered far my Supper, which, with the Addition 
of what we ſhall find cold in the Houſe, will be 
enough; fot I know Lovers, ſuch as you, are no 
great Epicures: You are much above ſuch low 
Enjoyments,” ſhe added with a Smile; ** but as 
it will be ſome Time before I ſhall ſee Mr. Robin- 
fon, Pm forced to conſole myſelf with a good 
Supper, which I had much ado to get the Wo- 
man of the Houſe to dreſs for me; becauſe I 
came in the Waggon.“ The Gentleman looked 
at his Wife, as if for her Approbation or Diſlike 
of the Propoſal, and, was anſwered with a Smile 
of Aſſent, that made him accept the Invitation. 
They then adjourned to a ſmall Parlour ; that is, 
Mrs. Robinſon, the Gentleman and his Wite, and 
Betty Barnes, whom Mrs. Robinſon had, before the 
Arrival of the new Gueit, aſked - to ſave her 


| Stomach for a Part of her Supper; for tho? 8 | 
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hd entertained ſome Doubts about her, yet as the 
thought her in Diſtreſs, ſhe behaved to her with 


great Kindneſs, „„ 
As ſoon as the Ceremonial of ſeating themſelves 
was over, which, as they were People of good 
Senſe, was ſoon adjuſted, the young Woman told 
her Huſband, that ſhe was greatly obliged to Mrs. 
Robinſon for the Trouble ſhe had taken with her 
Child. If it had not been for your Kindneſs, 
Madam,“ faid ſhe, addreſſing herſelf to her, 
my Fatigue would have been inſupportable ; 
for this poor young Woman was fo ſick ſhe could 
de no Help, and the other Woman did Nothing 
but ſcold about the Child, and was too ill-natur'd 
to give me the leaſt Aſſiſtance, while her Compa- 
nion was fretting about her Huſband, who, ſhe 
ſaid, ſhe ſuppoſed would not come in the Wag- 
gon becauſe he abominated the ſqualling of Chil- 
dren, She hardly ſpoke all Day, and I began 
to have the moſt gloomy Notions of my Journey, 
when Providence ſent you to my Relief; for 1 
was ready to ſink under a violent Deptefſion of 
Irits, which I fooliſhly fancied the Forerunner 


ferved to render my preſent Happineſs more com- 
plete.” + This naturally led them to talk of their 
Affairs, and the Huſband afked his Wife, if ſhe 
had any ObjeQtion to his making the Gentlewo- 
man acquainted. with their Story. She replied, 
that ſhe only feared Mrs. Robinſon would think it 
ſcarcely worth her Attention, ſince it had but 
. . 5 
On Mrs. Robinſon's expreſſing her Deſire of 

hearing it, the young Man began what will be 
found in the next Chapter. i dir 


ok ſome heavy Misfortune, when perhaps it only 
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CHAP. IV. 3 


| is which the voung 2— s Huſbond te yells their Story, | 
and poor Betty _— kit the 7 Mrs. 
Nen 7 


LY Father, 8 by his ates 0 
Succeſs in Trade, has acquired a large 
Fortune; and as he has no other Son but myſelf, 
* he always uſed me with the greateſt Indulgence. 
'* There lived next Door to us, when I was but 
2 Boy, a Gentleman who had a Place in a pub- 
« lic fice ; ; he was the Father of my dear 


Wife, whom 1 no ſooner ſaw than I loved. As 


* this Gentleman had a numerous Family, and 
© no other Subſiftence than his Place; for he had 
© been in Trade, and had had the Misfortune t6 
* fail, he could do little more than live above Con- 
© tempt and Want. 

In this Situation they lived near thres Years ; „ 
5 in which Time I had the Happineſs to get a0. 
* quainted with the old Gentleman, when in or- 

der to introduce myſelf into the Company of 

© my dear Lydia, I offered to teach her and "hiek 

'© Siſter French, tho' then I myſelf had need of a 

Tutor: but Love i is an excellent School-maſter. 

I applied, with the greateſt Eagerneſs, the 

* Forenoon of every Day to ſtudy, thai 1 might 

be able in the Evening to keep Pace with the 

* Readineſs of my charming Scholar, whom I 

had whole Hours to myſelf ; for her Siſter grew . 

“ ſick of the Employ, but in Spite of all . . 

try ſhe would have been beforehand: with ber 

© Maſter, if I had not ſometimes endeavoured to dir 


F vert 3 7 0 in which my 5 


5 - Heart | 
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| © Heart found more Satisfaction, and which J often 


had the Happineſs to ſee diſconcerted my Scholar, 


in Spite of all her Endeavours to reſume her 


3M Leſſon. | 


3, $6 . mad laſted till he loft her Father, 

* who died ſuddenly, leaving his Affairs in the ut- 
* moſt Canfuſion. The Family were all diſper- 
'* fed, and the Children taken Care of by one 
4 Relation or other ; but my dear Girl. there, 
© choſe rather to ſubmit to go to Service, than to 
accept of the Invitation of a Couſin who reſided 


? a hundred. Miles frem Landon, to live in her. 


Family. This Refuſal my Heart told me the 
_ © Reaſon of, and, in ſuch Circuniſtanees, her be- 
ing a Servant added to, rather than diminiſhed, 
* her Value; but as my Father, tho“ a worthy 
Man, has the common Failing of the rich, 
who generally think that it is in any Man's 
Power to command Succeſs, had never much 
© liked his Neighbour, I. was obliged to behave 
a with great Circumſpection, leſt he ſhould ſuſ- 
* pet my. Attachment, and I fully determined 


never to marry without his Conſent, hoping 


| © that ſome lucky Accident would favour my 
Wiſhes and reconcile him io my Choice, 
© My Lydia had ſeveral Places, but the Delica- 
| * cy of her Conſtitution made her unfit for Service; 
| * and it was with inexpreſſible Pain that I ſome- 
* times beheld her ready to ſink under the Fatigue 
(chat I knew was cauſed by her Affection to me; 
c ſince her Siſter, who accepted of the Favour ſhe 
© refuſed, lived in Eaſe and Affluence. Theſe in- 
*; "tendering Ideas were too much for all my Reſo- 


1 *:lution,, and I thought, myſelf under uncommon 


Obligations; but not to keep you in Suſpence, 


I: 5 las, F ar of a Separation I» was privately marri rand 
an 


4 * 
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and contrived to have my Wife, come into our 
© own Houſe, without my ſeeming to have any "i 
Hand in it. Here ſhe gave me many Proofs of | it 
© her good Senſe and Affection, by her ſubmitting | h 
© to the Caprices of my Siſter with the greateſt 4 
Patience; who, in the Inſolenee of being a For- . 
tune, uſed her with much Haughtineſs; tho? they 
had in her Father's Life-time converſed as Equals, 
My Impatience at her Uſage was too great to be 
* kept within Bounds, and 1 aQually determined 
* to part with my Wife, rather than to ſee her ill 
- © trestedd. fp e eee Eg 
In Conſequence of this Reſolution, ſhe gave 
my Siſter Warning, who was extremety mortifi- 
ed at the Thought of lofing the only Servant who 
© had ever bore her Temper. She told me as a 
Subject of Complaint, that Lydia was going 
© away; I made her a very ſhort Anſwer, that of- 
© fended. her Pride, and in Return ſhe took Care 
to watch me cloſe; for ſhe ſaid, ſhe was fully 
5 perſuaded that there muſt be more than ordinary 
© betwixt us, or I would not take the Part of a 
Servant againſt my Siſter. In ſhort, ſhe one 
Day overheard me talk to my Wife in ſuch 
Terms of Endearment, as convinced her that 
there was the greateſt Intimacy betwixt us, and 
* ſhe brought up my Father, to make Uſe of her 
© own Words, to be Witneſs to the Virtue of his 
Son and the Modeſty of her Maid. My Father, 
©. who had no Notion. of my being married, diſ- 
charged my Wife as a Servant; while ſhe, out 
6. of Regard to me, bore all the Virulence of my 
© Sifter's Virtue, . which vented itſelf in a thouſand 
©, bitter. Reproaches, and ſhe: went from our Houſe 
to that of a Neighbour, where:ſhe had been ac- 
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© quainted; but the T ongue of Scandal had got 


before her, and the Woman refuſed her Admit- 


tance, as an infamous Creature; tho? ſhe had but 
a few Days before connived at our Meeting at her 
Houſe. - But my Father was her Landlord, and 
ſhe was afraid of incurging bis Diſpleaſure. This 
my dear Lydia ſent meſ an Account of in a Note, 
and I reſolved no longer to expoſe her to ſuch 
cruel Inſults; ; but boldly owned her for my 


Wife. This Declaration raiſed my Father's Fu- 


ry to the higheſt Putch, and he ſolemnly vowed 


"never to own me for a Son, if I was ever knoun 


to ſpeak to her. This Injunction I would by no 
Means ſubmit to, but in order to gain Time, 
and in Hopes of what has ſince happened, I mean 
my Siſter's Marriage with my Father's Journey- 
man, I ſent my dear Wife into the Country, tho” 


ſhe was with Child; where I maintained her juſt 


above Want, out of the Allowance my Father 
gave me for Pocket-money. % 
© My Siſter's Diſobedience a little reconciled my 


Father to mine, and as a general Rebellion is 
commonly productive of a general Pardon, I took 
the Benefit of the Act of Oblivion, even before 
it was ſigned, and in Hopes of its taking Place, 
ſent for my Wife : But my Father, partly out of 
Affection to me, as he ſaw me anxious and un- 


eaſy, and partly out of a Revenge to my Siſter's 


Huſband, who had treated him with Diſreſpect, 
as his Wife has an independent Fortune left her 
by my Grandmother, of his own Accord bid me 
fetch my Wife Home, and try if I could not make 
_ © a better Huſband than I had done a Son. This 

Order I obeyed without Delay, in Hopes of meet- 
ing as: th Wite and Child, whom I longed to (ee 
W e — You now, Ma-. 

. dam, 


. 
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dam, know our Story, which I'm afraid has been 
* but a poor Recompence for your waiting ſo long 
for your Supper, at leaſt, if I judge of your Hun- 
ger by my own; for I have not taſted any Ting 

* ſince Morning, but a Cruſt of Bread and a Glaſs 
* of Wine: For my Haſte to ſee my Wife was 
© too great to ſuffer me to think of alighting till I 
met with her; and I can't deſcribe my Diſap- 
* pointment on ſeeing a Child in a Stranger's Arms, 
* when F-firſt came into the Room, where I had 
© been told ſhe was: Nw GS 
Mrs. Robinſon gave him Thanks for the Trouble 
he had given himſelf in ſatisfying her Curiofity, 
and they ſpent the Evening together with great 
Harmony. The young Gentleman told his Wife 
that ſhe ſhöuld no longer go in the Waggon, but 
ſtay for the Stage-coach ; to this Mrs. Robinſon re- 
plied, that if it was agreeable, ſhe ſhould be glad 
to bear a Part in the Fxpence of a Poſt-chaile ; 
for ſhe was quite ſick of her Companions, _ 
This Propoſal was readily accepted, and they 
ſet out next Morning, leaving our poor Girl to the 
diſagreeable RefleQion of having loſt one whom 
ſhe hoped to find a Friend in a ſtrange Place. 


Ar. „ 


In which is introduced a Stranger, whoſe Camplaiſance 
expoſes Betty Barnes t9 much Mortification ; and 
an Account of a ridiculous Accident that befel the 


talkative Tradeſtvaman. 


ME following Day was ſpent at the Inn, as 
I is frequently the Caſe in long Journies, un- 
der Pretence of eaſing the Cattle; but really to 


promote the Intereſt of the Houſe they ſtay at, be- 
45 | | | tween 


9 


. 


tween the Owner of which and the Carrier there 


is generally a very cloſe Connexion. Betty Barnes 
not well knowing what to do with herſelf, for her 
Fellow- Travellers affeAed to appear above her, 


out of Revenge for the Favour. ſhe had been ſhown 


by Mrs. Robin ſan, rambled a good Way from the 
Houſe, and by the-winding of the Path was led to 


believe that ſhe had, according to, the common 
Phraſe, loſt herſelf; when ſhe went up to a Cou- 


ple of Horſemen whom ſhe ſaw at ſome Piſtance, 
in order to enquire her Way back. On their Meet- 
ing, ſhe found it was a young Gentleman attended 
by a Servant in Livery. The natural Baſhfulneſs 
of the Girl made her afraid to ſpeak to him, and 


the Servant, in Confequence of ſome Order he had 
received from his Maſter, galloped haſtily by her 


without minding what ſhe ſaid. The Air of Irre- 


| ſolution and Suſpence on her Countenance, was 
obſerved by the young Gentleman, who aſked her 


with great Condeſcenſion if ſhe had loſt her Way; 
on her anſwering ſhe was afraid ſo, he examined 
from whence ſhe came, and then found that it was 


the very Inn to which he had ſent his Man to or- 


der ſomething for Supper, that ſhe had ſtrayed 
from ; and as they had but a little Way back, he 
very complaiſantly alighted, and led his Horſe by 
the Bridle. „„ | 55 
In this ſhort Walk our young Traveller felt ma- 
ny Senſations to which her Heart had hitherto been 
a Stranger; his Perſon, which was very agreea- 


ble, the Benignity and Openneſs of his Counte- | 


- Nance, the Sound of his Voice, which ſhe could 


not help thinking ſhe had ſomewhere heard, tho“ 


ſhe did not know that ſhe had ever ſeen him be- 


fore ; all contributed to give her Emotions, and'l 


= 
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am far from being certain that even his Dreſs had 
no Share in the Conqueſt ; for to be ſure it enhan - 

ced his Humility, fince, tho? it made People at 
the Inn give him the Title of your Honour, he 
converſed with poor Betty Barnes with as much 
Familiarity. as if ſhe had been a Lady. He aſked . 
her what ſhe. was going to London for, and if ſhe 
had any Relations there; to this ſhe anſwered with 
more Caution than ſhe had done to Mrs. Robinſon ; 
for as ſhe had found that confeſſing herſelf deſolate 
was the Way to be thought criminal, ſhe avoided 
letting him know her Situation, by ſaying that ſhe 
followed a F riend, who would, as ſoon as ſhe knew 
ſhe was in Londen, take Care of her. The good 
Opinion of this Gentleman ſhe would by no Means 


venture, tho” there had been ever ſo high a Pro- 
bability, that his knowing her Teal Circumſtances 5 


would have been of Advantage to her. 
When they came to the Houſe, the two Wo- 
men, who were to be her Companions for the reſt 
of the Journey, did not fail to put the moſt ill- na- 
tured Conſtructions on her Abſence, as ſhe was in 
the Company of a ſprighily young Fellow, who, 
notwithſtanding the viſible Diſparity of their Con- 
dition, was talking to her with much Freedom and 
great ſeeming Satisfaction; while her Bluſhes, 
which were the genuine Colour of baſhful Virtue, 
were to Perſons of their Penetration, a Proof, to 
make Uſe of the very Words of one of them, that 
the Girl had been doing ſomething to bluſh at. 
The Gentleman, tho' his whole Behaviour had 
ſhewn ſomething more than Compaiſance, had ne- 
vet mentioned any Thing like Love; he had never 
ſo much as told her he thought her pretty, the 
common Compliment, of every Clown ; yet 0 
| could 
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could not help entertaining ſome faint Hopes that 
de would find ſome Opportunity to ſpeak to her 
V TEC TT 
While ſhe was amuſing herſelf with theſe 
Thoughts, which were doubtleſs inſpired by her 
own Senſibility, ſhe beheld a Footman enter the 
| Room where ſhe ſat : This was called the Hall, 
and had for its principal Furniture a long Table, 
and two Forms; he brought in a ſmall Table, 
which he placed near a Window, ſaying at the 
fame Time, that his Maſter would ſup there, as 
it was more airy than the Parlour, Ow 
The Girl was juſt going to retire when the 
Maſter entered, and in the moſt obliging Manner 
defired that he might diſturb No-body ; for if any 
Body went out on his Account, he would go back to 
the Room he came from; the then returned and 
fat in the Window at the greateſt Diſtance from 
that where the Servant had placed the Table; 
but on the Cloth being ſpread for the . 
Gentry, the Girl, unmindful of what paffed, had 
kept her Station, till there was never a Seat empty 
but one at the Corner of a Form next the Gentle- 
man, which all had declined out of Reſpect to his 
Dreſs : . This, on Betty's aſking for a Chair, be 
inſiſted on her filling, and added to her Confuſion, 
by offering her a Part of his own Proviſions. At 
this the Tradeſwoman, in a Whiſper loud enough 
to be heard by all at the Table, cried to her 
Companions, ** See what it is to be young and 
handfome, I thought he wanted Air, and now he is 
ſqueezed up in a Corner, where he has ſcarce El- 
bow-room. *Tis plain enough what Sort of 
Airs he wants, and ſhe'll fit him, or I'm miſ- 
: | taken.“ | _ Fd A = ; $ : 8 4 5 N . 
. | 5 At 
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| | At this, the Eyes of all that heard her were 


dire cted towards the Girl, who was too much con- 
fuſed to be capable of eating, when ſhe was a 
little relieved by an Accident : one of the Men at 
the Table let a Pepper-box fall out of his Hand, 

into a Diſh of Soup, or rather Broth, that he was 
| ſeaſoning, which ſlopped a large Quantity of the 
Liquor into the Lap, and over the Gown, of the 
Woman who was enjoying in Triumph the Ef- 
fects of her N-nature. The ſpoiling of a good 
Gown, for ſhe had dreſſed that ſhe might, accord- 
ing to her own Phraſe, be thought Somebody, 
gave a new Turn to her Loquacity, and ſhe utter- 


ed with great Volubility, -** Was there ever any 


Thing fo careleſs? Sure I was bewitched to put 
it on I might have thought, if I had not been 


ſtupid, what Sort of Company I ſhould be in. 


Well may it be ſaid, that any Thing is 

enough to travel in, I have made a pretty Piece 
of Work of it. This is being Penny wiſe and 
Pound fooliſh with a Witneſs.” Then turning to 
the Man that had done the Miſchiefggwho was en- 
deavouring to wipe off the Greaſe with a ſnuffy 
Handkerchief, ſhe cried, © Prithee let it alone, 
you only make bad. worſe ;” but the Man kept 


Tubbing, ſaying at the Time, © Ads-zookers, 


never mind it, Miſtreſs, it will all fub out when 


it is dry, J warrant you. The Silk“ Mercers muſt 


live as well as other Folks.”  _. | 


This Unconcern, and the Marks. of his Hand- 


#-.M 


kerchief, which were pretty viſible in ſome Places, 


was too much for her Quantity of Patience; and 


ſhe, with all her Strength, attempted to remove 


his Hand, which was buſily employed on one of 

her. Shoul 

Chance, gave her own Hand a Fling with ſuth 
Be 5 Force, 


ders; when the unlucky Rogue, as if by 
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Force, that it ſtruck her under Jaw againſt her 
Tongue with great Violence; and for a Time 
put a Stop to the great Profuſion of Eloquence 
that was pouring forth againſt the Author of the 
Miſchief, the Stile of which was not very differ- 
ent from that uſed at a certain titular: Gate near 
the Tower. | 3 LT, 
This Incident unhappily cauſed Betty Barnes to 
join with all the Room in a Laugh, which all 
her Endeavours could not make her ſuppreſs ; 
this was no fooner feen by the Perfon who was 
the Cauſe of it, than ſhe ſeemed to forget the 
Man who now really deſerved her Anger, and 
with much Action, and in the loudeſt Key, ex- 
claimed, * So, Mrs. Minx, you thinkthat Laugh 
becomes you ! becauſe the Gentleman demeans 
himſelf to take Notice of you, I ſuppoſe you ima- 
gine you have a Right to be impertinent to other 
Folks. Tis a Sign you know how to get Things 
eaſily, or you would think ſpoiling ſuch a Gown 
as this no laughing Matter ; but I ſuppoſe, if it 
had been your own you'd have told us. another 
Story. Nay, may be not,” continued ſhe in 
the ſame Breath, and without receiving an An- 
ſwer, for light come, light go.” © Madam,” 
 faid the Girl with great Calmneſs, for ſhe under- 
ſtood nothing of her Inſinuations, I did not laugh 
at your daubing your Gown, tho? I could not help 
it for my Life, at your chucking yourſelf under 
the Chin. As tomy getting Things eaſily, I wiſh 
I may find it ſo; but I'm afraid I ſhan't be fo 
happy.“ No,” returned the Woman, with an 
Air of Contempt; „, fince you are ſo ignorant, 
you muſt get that Gentleman to inflru you ; 
but I am greatly out in my Bias, if you want 
—_—_ ß . 
5 | „„ The 
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'The young Gentleman, who was pleaſed with 
the good Temper and Simplicity of the Girl, ſaid 
to the Tradeſwoman, that he thought it barba- 
rous in her to aſperſe the Character of one ſhe 
knew nothing of. Good lack a-Day!” ſhe re- 
turned, we ſhall never have done when Strip- 
lings ſet up to teach People old enough to be their 
Mothers. Pray, Sir, ſince you come to that, 
what do you know of her? Oh ! I beg your Par- 
don; Folks of your Age and her's grow often very 
intimate at firſt Sight, and I think I ſaw you 
come from a private Walk together. Ha, ha, it 
is eaſy enough to be ſeen why you ſtickle for her; 
it's the leaſt that Folks can do; Words coſt nothing, 
and ſne may perhaps feel the Effects of an Even- 


ing's Walk ſome Months hence, and then what 


will ſhe do for her Champion ?”? | | 
_ This was too plain for the poor Girl to miſtake 
the Senſe, but ſhe could give no other Anſwer, 
than a Flood of Tears, which ran in great Plenty 
on her Handkerchief ; the Sight of which enraged 
the Youth as much as being given the Lie or a 
Box on the Ear could have done: But where wag 
his Remedy ? His Antagoniſt was of a Sex that 
forbad his challenging her, and as to fcolding, ſhe 
would evidently have the beſt on it ; therefore, as 
the wiſeſt Step he could take, he quitted the Room, 
faying, as he went out, that none were ſo apt to 
be cenſorious as thoſe that gave themſelves Cauſe 
for Cenſure, VV 5 
Betty Barnes ſoon after retired, I was going ta 
ſay to Reſt, but, alas! Sleep was this Night a 
Stranger to her Eye-lids, the agreeable young Man 
filled all her Thoughts. In Spite of the vaſt 
Diſproportion betwixt them, ſhe fancied ſhe diſco- 
vered ſomething in his Behaviour, that ſpoke him 
| | 5 | not 
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not quite indifferent, and this was a RefleQion too 
| . to be loft! in Sleep. | b 1 15 


: \ 
NC CHAP. VI. ] 
t 
In eb Betty Paſpes arrives, at the End of þ her "4 
Faurney, and is helped by a Stranger to a Place j 

that n lſes ber much Satisfafi on. 
y 
N the Morning Betty was hurried to the Wag- 4 
gon, which, as they had had a Day's Reſt, ſet out h 
very early. The talkative Tradeſwoman was too U 
much in the Dumps to ſpeak. The Soldier and 0 
his Wife both ſlept ſome Hours, and the Girl al 

| was near following their Example, when the 

Sight of two Men on Horſeback, which, tho? at di 
- a Diſtance, ſhe knew to be the Gentleman whom de 
ſhe had left at the Inn, and his Servant, thorough- ca 
ly rouzed. her, It was in vain that ſhe ſummoned w 
up. her Reſolution to hide her Emotion; when in 
be came to the Waggon, ſhe was as much confu- V 
ſed as if ſne had but juſt ſeen him, and could re- hi 


- turn the Salutation he paid her but with an ill 
Grace. On his wiſhing her a good Journey, and 
much Happineſs with her Friends, ſhe was obli- 
ed to turn away her Head, to conceal her Tears, 
which prevented her ſpeaking ; ; but a little reco- 
WIS herſelf, ſhe thanked bim, and he rode off, 
| her a Look at. parting that ſhe never for- 
225 and which ſerved to confirm her Hopes. 
The Tradeſwoman, who had great Penetration 
in little Things, obſerved her Confuſion and 
Team and ſaid with an affected Toſs of the Head, 
he. e ſhe had ſeen the laſt of her fine Lo- 
| ver z; but never mind it, Child, there 1 is ee . 
- Ol 


5 
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of 'em in the Place you are a-going to; forty of 
'em is not worth crying about. PIl lay my Life 

| when he gets to London, he will be making his 
Brags of meeting with you, and perhaps ſay more 
than is true: For tho* I was vexed about my 
Gown, and ſaid Things in my Paſſion, I believe. 
you are an honeſt Girl, for all that.” | 
This ſtrange Apology had very little Weight 
with our young Traveller, who anſwered in a 
Tone of Reſentment, that ſhe did not Trouble 
herſelf about what the believed. T. hey travelled ' 
this and the two following Days in a total Neglect 
of each other, and without any Thing Temark- 
able happening among them. | 
The Girl had been pleaſing herſelf with the 
diſtant View of the great Metropolis of the King-" . 
dom, when a well dreſt, good. looking Man 
came to her; he was talking to the Waggoner 
when ſhe firſt ſaw him, and ſeemed to be deſcrib- 
ing ſomebody while he was looking into the 
Waggon where ſhe was: He ſaid he came to ſee if 
his Wife was not there, for he expected her that 
Week, and then went to ſee if ſhe was not in one 
of the others that were a little behind; but he 
ſoon returned, and ſaid he ſuppoſed ſcmething 
had prevented her. He then followed the Wag- 
gon, and began to talk very freely to our pretty 
Laſs, as he called her. He enquired if ſhe want- 
ed a Place. On her telling him ſhe did, he told 
her he had a Siſter that wanted a Servant, who, 
he believed, would be glad of ſuch a tight Girl. 
This, you may be ſure, was very pleaſing to 
our young Traveller, as her Caſh run low, and 
ſhe, with much Joy, aſked him, where ſhe might | 


hear ofghim ? He gave her a written Direction; 
Vör. I. 8 — _ 


* 

” » — : 2 f OW „— G £ * * 4 2 
o 22222 NT r 
; — 3 — cit wu, - of 5 Raz 4 LEES * — : 1 * — 
4 oY ; RI * 2 = * 8 . * —. * - parte 4 i "7 1 » >_< 4 
K 2 * — TE IT SET” ITT WY. 4 I 3 
S — —_ * — — it; , 3 3 r 
2 1 EY I STATUES x "x" Nn — 275 


C 3 
2 <<," war 
—— a - 


$ 
2 
* 
of 


c<_—_ D” * 
a. a DS, Ea», Os. 44.4 eh 
me Does ts) On AIR ˙ Het are 


— 
8 W 88 - 
2 $5 — LSE 
. ot 4 2 


WIE: 
— _—_ 


— — 


— ä˙v¹.l)⁵ . GEdnn— or 5 22 
— reg. n 
* — 
A — LOIN 
ER „„„%ö4650 „ ado 


* e 7 8 
S 2 2 
. wp * 


The HISTORY of 


122, 


and after having bid her be. ſure to call on him the 


next Morning left her. 


The Tradeſwoman aſked the Girl where the 
Gentleman lived; and on her anſwering in 
Bridges-flreet Covent-Garden,' ſhe ſaid, I thought: 
c jt was in ſome ſuch Place. Oh, it will fit you 
to a Hair; we ſhall ſoon ſee you as fine as Five 


6. Pende.. 


This Speech would ewe ded. any Body 


5 who had known the World; but our Girl knew 
nothing of that Speeies of low, or rather, no 
Wit, called Sneering, and fancied, that the ill. 


natured Lock that accompanied her Words was a 


Proof of her Envy at her good Fortune, for how 


- was it poſſible for her to imagine, that any one, 
who wore a human Form, could be baſe enough | 
not to prevent the Ruin of an innocent young 
Creature, when that Ruin would not in the leaſt 
promote her own Intereſt? but ſo it was; the 


penetrating Tradeſwoman read the Pimp under 
the Appearance of an honeſt plain Man, yet, out 


of Pique at the Girl's retaining her Reſentment 


for what paſſed at: the Inn, was cruel enough to 


hazard her falling a Prey to that detefted Villain, 


for want of telling __ plainly what ſhe thought 


of him. 

When they came to the Inn in Smithfield, it 
was pretty late in the Afternoon, and as Betty 

Barnes had great Hopes of getting the Service the 


Man told her of, ſhe ſtaid that Night at the 


Houſe: where the. Waggon put up. The next 
Morning ſhe enquired for * Place ſhe was di- 
rected to in her Note, which ſhe ſoon found; 


and on lier aſking for Mrs. Danvers, ſne was car- 


0 ried 


9 
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ried into a genteel Parlour, where a jolly elderly 
Woman ſat at Breakfaſt with three young ones, 
whom ſhe called her Nieces. The Woman of the 
Houſe, with great Affability, told her, ſne ſuppo- 
ſed ſhe was the young Perſon that her Brother had 


talked to her about. * If you and I agree, Child,” 


ſaid ſhe, © you will find no great Deal-to do in 
my Place; but as I keep a good Deal of Compa- 


6; x I expe& to have my Servant appear genteel 


© and handſome. Have you any Friends in Town ?? 


To this ſhe replied, that ſhe had decent Cloaths, 


but that ſhe knew Nobody in London, but one Gen- 
tlewoman, and her ſhe did not know where to 


find: She was then, after agreeing about Wages, | 


which the old Woman had promiſed to raiſe if ſhe 
liked her, ordered to fetch her Box ; but alas! ſhe 
had none, for all her Moveables were containedin 


a large Bundle. Thefe ſhe brought, and they were 


_ depoſited in an empty Cheſt belonging to her Miſ- 


treſs, who told her with a Smile, that if ſhe was a 


good Girl, and traQable, ſhe ſhould ſoon- exchange 
them for better. 


She was quite pleaſed with her Situation, for 
as there was an old Woman conſtantly in the Kiteh- 


en, ſhe was employed in no Drudgery. She ob- 
ſerved the firſt Dinner-time, that there was ſome- 
thing dreſt on Purpoſe for one who was not at Ta- 
ble, which the old Woman carried up Stairs : 


When ſhe returned, Betty Barnes aſked her, if | 


there was any one ſick in the Family, to which the 


.Teplied; that one of her Miſtreſs's Kinſwomen had 


taken a Surfeit, and was under a Courſe of Phy- 
helnÞ = 12 


The firſt Nig ght paſſed without os having the 


_ en of the Houſe ſhe was in; for 
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tho! the Dreſs and Behaviour of the Girls were 


ſuch as plainly told their Profeſſion, yet to our 


Country Maid there appeared but little Difference 
between them and thoſe ſhe ſaw paſs: the Door in 
Coaches who, by their Equipages, ſhe imagined 
People of Fortune, whom her Country Innocence 


taught her to believe muſt be virtuous, becauſe they 
were rich; ſince ſhe had never own any one pu- 


niſhed for being wicked, but thoſe ne Dreſs 
| Prowl * their Indigence. ee 


CHAP. VII. 


6 15 Barnes fend. all ber Hopes 88 fe 


ber Clothes, and is in Danger of much worſe Misfor- 


tunes; which 2 eſcapes by a ſpeedy Flight. 


ETTY BARNES had for her Bedfellow one 


of her Miſtreſss Nieces; a Girl of a good Deal 


of Sprightlineſs, who painted the gay Scenes of a 
Town Life in ſuch Colours, as quite charmed the 
young, Heart of our new Servant. She told her, 


ſhe would aſk her Aunt to let her go te Vauxhall in 


the Evening; and in ſhort, talked of nothing but 


a Round of Pleaſure, that made the artleſs Girl 


think, that all the Years ſhe had lived in the 


Country, was Time miſpent.! 


In the Mornirg the Miſtreſs was requeſted, as 2 


Favour, to grant her Niece the Liberty to ſhew 


| the Girl the Town; tho” it was in Conſequence 
ol her own Commands ſhe made the Propoſal. She 


was much delighted with what ſhe ſaw, and the 


Beldame began to have great Hopes of a large Pro- 
| fit from her Innocence and Beauty, In the Even- 
ing, after being equipped in a Gown belonging to 


one of the Girls, which exactly fitted 855 ſhe went 


to 
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to Vauxhall, which, in the Warmth of her Imagina- 
tion, ſhe called an earthly Paradiſe. - The Smarts, 
who judged of her by her Companion, began to 
futter about, and talked to her in a Language 
that was almoſt as unintelligible to her, as if they 
were converſing in High Dutch Indeed ſhe could 
pick out of the Heap of Jargon of Flames and 
Darts,. and Dying and Nonſenſe, that ſhe was ra- 
viſhingly handſome, which ſhe, perhaps, thereadi- 
er underſtood, as ſhe had herſelf a Thought not 
much unlike it, on her ſurveying herſelf in the 
great Glaſs in the Parlour, juſt before ſhe came 
out. | N 

Her Companion began to have Hopes of giving 
her infernal Directreſs a good Account of her Pu- 
pil; for ſhe had obſerved the Fluſh of Vanity on 
her Countenance, when the Entrance of a young 
Gentleman into the Walk where they were, bat- 
fled all her Schemes: This, Reader, was no other 
than the charming *Y outh ſhe had ſeen at the Inn; 
who paſſed them without ſeeing her, as he was en- 
gaged in Talk with another Gentleman. She heard 
him ſay, as he went by her, ©* but what charmed 
© me moſt was her unaffected Simplicity.” This, 
her Heart aſſured her, muſt be meant of herſelf, 
and ſhe began to feel an inward Repreach that ſhe 
had paſſed ſome Hours without ſo much as think- 
ing of him, when a few Drops of Rain made him 
return to that End of the Walk where ſhe was, and 
he was making direQly up to her, when his Friend 
pulled him by the Sleeve, crying, Pſha l you 
are miſtaken ; why, they are Whores: And 
the young Gentleman ſuffered himſelf to be carri- 
ed away by his Friend, oy giving her a Look that 


ww. The 6s way of 


at once ſpoke Contempt and Pity. She was now 
too much affected to enjoy the natural or artif- 
cial Beauties of the Place, and begged of her Com- 
. Panion to go Home. | 
The Syren Song of Flattery had loft its Melo- 
dy, and ſhe would have given the World, had it 
been in her Poſſeſſion, to regain the good Opinion 
of him, who was, notwithſtanding her Vanity, 
infinitely dearer to her than Youth or Beauty. 
When they took Water, ſhe ſaw a young Fel- 
low, in the ſame Livery as that ſhe had ſeen worn 
by the Footman belonging to him who now em- 
_ ployed her Thovghts, take a Pair of Oars and fol- 
low their Poat; and on their landing, ſhe obſerv- 
ed that he ſtill followed them. As ſhe now began 
to have an ill Opinion of her Place and Compani- 
on, whoſe Behaviour in the Gardens had alarmed 
her, the would fain have ſhook him off; but the 
Vigilance of the Fellow was too great for the 
the little Art ſhe was Miſtreſs of, and he ſaw her 
enter the Houſe ſhe ſet out from. Her:Miſtreſs on 
ſeeing her look ſo gloomy, for ſhe was an ill Dil- 
ſembler, aſked if ſhe had been ſuddenly taken ill ; 
- on which the young Woman who went with her told 
her ſhe had, and that ſhe thought ſhe had better 
go to Bed. "-Fhis ſhe agreed to with, an aching 
Heart. 
While ſhe was abſent, the Girl who had been 
her Companion told her Aunt, as ſhe called -her, 
all that had paſſed in the Gardens, and of the Ser- 
vant's following them; concluding, with its being 
her Opinion, that the beſt Way to make ſomething 
of Betty, would be to wait a litile; for that ſhe 
was very ſure the young Gentleman was able to 
pay well for a Miſtreſs, and that he would certainly 


find the 0 to come at her, ſince 1 it could be for 
no 


— 
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no other Reaſon that he ſent his Servant. Be- 
ſides, Madam, I know by myſelf, nothing will 
be able to ſubdue her Pride, and make her good 
for any Thing to our Purpoſe, while ſhe thinks 
* of x Lover, as I am convinced ſhe does.” 

This Reaſoning was reliſhed by the old Woman, 
who at once came into her Way of thinking; and 
they reſolved, if poſſible, to behave in ſuch a Man- 
ner, as would keep the Girl without Fear. _ 

This being adjuſted, they went to the Chamber 
of the ſick Woman whom they found extremely ill. 
She was ſuffering for her Deviations from Virtue 
the extremeſt Torments both of Body and Mind. 
The old Woman had, while Betty Barnes was 
gone to the Gardens, told the poor ſick Creature 
of her new Maid, and ſaid to her with much Cru- 
elty, None of your repenting Airs before her, 1 
| © 'beſeech ye; for if I loſe her through your Means, 
the next Hour ſends you naked to Jail fot what 
 yow wwe mer: » „„ 
This Menace had terrified the unhappy Woman; 
who had come to her Houſe fome Years before 
pretty much in the ſame Condition with our Girl; 
the ſpent all the Time after ſhe had left her in 
Tears, which ſhe endeavoured to conceal from the. 
hard-hearted old Wretch, ſhe knew her incapable. 
of Pity. But when ſhe was left alone with the 
young one, ſhe conjured her by all that was fa- 

cred, not to ſeal her own Damnation by repeating 
again the Arts ſhe had practiſed to her Ruin. © Not 
© the Dread of ſtarving,” ſaid ſhe, could have 

made me conſent to live the deteſted Life we 

© have lived, if I had not been firſt taught by your 
Example to be fond of gay Expence. God alone 
Lis Witneſs for me, how dearly I ſuffer for my 
. 5 G 4 | Crimes. 
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Crimes. I never expect to be able to leave this 
Houſe till I am carried out a Corpſe, or the eru- 

gel Creature ſerves me as ſhe has threatened.” 

As this was ſpoken with great Agitation, and 
many Tears, it had a good Effect on the Perſon it 
was addreſſed to, and, loſt as ſhe was to a Senſe cf 
” pins, ſhe promiſed to try all her Skill to ſave the 

oung Woman from Ruin; But dear Kitty, what 

© can 1 do? You know as well as I what will be 

the Conſequence of our Miſtreſs's knowing we 

* have any Hand in ſaving her. You know that 

* ſhe can, when ſhe pleaſes, make «us ſuffer the 

© Puniſhment due to her Guilt. You know ſhe 
has found the Way to make the Colonel her 

Friend; and you muſt remember how poor Jen- 

ny Watſen was ſerved when ſhe refuſed to intice 

her Countrywoman to our Houſe,” * Well, re- 

plied the unhappy Woman, * I can but die, and 

IT may as well die in a Jail as in a Baudy-Houſe. 

© Bid her but come to me; and if it is not her own 
Fault, Pll ſend her out of this curſed Houſe, I 

_ . © have a ſtrong Perſuaſion we ſhall be able to do 

© it without Sufpicion, and if not, I am reſolved 

* torun the Hazard? | 

The young Woman who had been abroad with 

Betty Barnes had the Advantage of a pretty good 

Education, and tho' ſhe had been many Years a 

Slave. to- Vice, was by no Means ſo abandoned as 

ſome of the poor unhappy Wretches who earn a, 

precarious. Living by Proſtitution, The Conditi- 

on of her moſt intimate Companion had awakened 

ſome ſmall Remains of Humanity and Pity, and 
her ſo ſolemnly charging her not to ſeal, her own 

Damnation, had added to the Twinges of her Re- 
morſe. When ſhe went to Bed to Bezty, ſhe found 
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her awake and weeping; on her aſking her the 
| Reaſon ſhe replied, that ſhe was extremely ill, and 


found that ſhe ſhould not be able to ſtay ; * But, 


ſays ſhe, © my Miſtreſs has got my Clothes in her 


© Cheſt, and I am afraid ſhe will not believe I am 
© ill, fo that I know not how to aſk for them.“ 


' The young Woman, in her preſent Diſpoſition, 


was glad to hear the Girl talk of going, without 
being obliged to tell her own Shame, which ſhe 
muſt have done if ſhe had given her any Caution 
concerning the Houſe ; ſhe told her, that it was her 
beſt Way, if ſhe was reſolved to go, to take no 
Notice to her Miſtreſs, for ſhe was ſure ſhe would 
not part with her if ſhe could help it. I know 
* not,” ſaid Betty, © what to do. I am frighted 
out of my Wits at ſtaying ;. forgive me, Miſs, 


but I can't help it, if, I am in a bad Houſe do, 


* for God's Sake, tell me. What Good can the 


Ruin of a poor Creature, that has no Friend to 


* ſpeak for her, do you? I now. remember, one of 


the Women {in the Waggon told me this Place 


* would ſuit me, and ſhe had before as good as cal- 


© led me. Whore about the Gentleman we ſaw in 


the Walks laſt Night.” © So then you know 


© him,” returned the young Woman. I have 


only ſeen him once before,” Betty replied, © and 
* I wiſh never to ſee him again, ſince he can be 


* cruel enough to think me what I hope all the 


* Hardfhips in the. World will never force me to 
0 3 „ 


The reſolute Tone, in which ſhe ſpoke theſe laſt 
Words, was another Sting to the Conſeience of 


the unhappy, Woman, which reproached her for 
wanting the ſame Steadineſs; however, ſhe neither 
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perſuaded her to ſtay or go, but left ber to her 
own Choice : For ſuch is the Dignity of Virtue, 
that ſhe could not bring herſelf to own her having 
loſt that ineſtimable_Jewel, even to a poor forlorn 
friendleſs Girl, as ſhe ſeemed to have ſo ſtrong a 
Senſe of its Value. | 

In the Morning an Incident ſoon determined 
her; - for as ſhe role a little before her Miſtreſs, 
ſhe heard the Woman, who did the Drudgery of 
the Family, anſwer a Man at the Door, that none 
of them were up. On which he replied, in a 
Voice that was more terrifying to Betty Barnes than 
if he had ſpoke in a Clap of Thunder, Tell 

© the little Toads, that I! wy at Twelve o'Clock, 

and bid them be ſure to be at Home. Do * 
5 hear a 

This terrible Viſitant was the hideous Captain, 
- whom the poor Girl now began to think born for 
her Deſtruction: There needed no other Induce- 


ment to make her leave the Houſe ; ſo while the | 


old Woman was employed with the ſick one, ſhe 
flipped out, bleſſing Providence for her Eſcape, 
tho? ſhe had nothing but a few Shillings in her 
Pocket, the Gown on ber Back, and a little Lin- 

en, which, as it was foul, ſhe had not put in the 


CHAP. 1 
Betty B Barnes after leaving ber Place falls 1 ih, and is 


reduced to great u 4 W ord or tuo ancern- 
ing Hef pitals. | 


S Betty Barnes was ; quite at a Loſs where to 
go, ſhe rambled without any fixed Deſign, 
till 


e came to a Court | in a Street en the ow 
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ak Exchange; at the Entrance of which there was 
a Chandler's and Grocer's Shop, where a good 


jooking Man ſat behind- the Counter. She went 
to him and aſked for a Roll; for ſhe was ready to 
ſink through Faintneſs and Hunger, yet was afraid 
to go into any Houſe, leſt it ſnould be ſuch a one as 
ſhe had left. He ſeeing the Girl look tired, reach- 
ed her a Stool, and while ſhe was eating her homely 


Meal ' aſked her ſeveral Queſtions, which embold- 
ened her enough to make her venture to aſk for a 
Lodging. The Man told her, that he had a good 


clean Woman lived in his Garret, who, he believ- 


ed, would take one that could have an honeſt Cha- 
rater. * Have you been long in Town, Child,) 
ſays he, for. yon look like a Country-Girl ?? She 
then told him, ſhe had. not been in London above 


three Days, and that ſhe had lain at the Inn, quite 
ſuppreſſing, in her Account, her fine Place; asſhe 


thought .it could be no Recommendation to come 


out of ſuch a Houſe, by whatever Means ſhe came 


there. The Man called down his Lodger, andſhe. 
agreed to take Betty for her Bed- fellow, for the tri- 


fling Conſideration of a Shilling a Week. | 


This Woman had. a Child who was at that 


Time ill; but our poor Girl was not in Circum- 
ſtances to be nice. Ihe next Day the Small-pox 
came out upon the. Child, and as Betty had never 
had that Diſtemper ſhe ſoon caught the Infection. 


In this Diſtreſs, ſick and almoſt penny-leſs, what 


could ſhe do? The Woman, in whoſe Room ſhe 
was, could not give her the Attendance neceſſary 
in that loathſome Diſeaſe, except ſhe could pay 
for it, as ſhe had herſelf and Child-:to maintain. 


The Want of neceſſary Linen was another Hard- 


ſhip : All together made her earneſtly wiſh for an 
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Fd to hw miſerable Being ; till the Fever, which ; 
| always attends this Malady rendered her leſs wretch- 
3 ed, by taking away her Senſes. 
| While ſhe- was in this Situation, the Woman, 
on looking in her Pocket for Money to fetch ſome- 
thing which the poor Creature wanted, found that 
her whole Stock _— amounted to four Shil- 
ling. 
155 5 bis Diſcovery drove her to her Wit's End, as 
ſhe told the Man of the Houſe; For tho?,” ſaid 
ſhe, © I can't turn a Fellow-creature out, in her 
© Condition, -if ſhe ſhouid die, I and my poor 
„Child will be quite ruined, Can't you, Mr. 
© Dobſon, make a Friend to get her into an Hoſ- 
© pital' The Man ſaid, he believed he could, 
but they would inſiſt on twenty Shillings to be laid 
down, which, in. Caſe ſhe died, was to pay for 
her Burial, This was an Obſtacle which they knew 
not how to get over, as the Man was unwilling 
to pay it for a perfect Stranger, who, in all Pro- 
bability, would not live to thank him. Thus for 
Want of a trifling Sum, that a very ſmall Donati- 
on would ſupply, do many poor Creatures fall a 
Prey to Diſeaſe and Want, who would otherwiſe 
have been many Years uſeful Members of Society; 
a Conſideration well worth the Attention of the 
Gentlemen who have the eg of thoſe 
publick Charities. : 
But Providence was kinder to our poor Girl. 
| While the Man and the Woman were talking, a 
Meſmate and Companion of the Maſter of the 
Houſe came in, who had, as well as himſelf receiv- 
d a conſiderable Sum in Prize-money; he, as he 
had no Family, on hearing the Story, generouſly 
offered, tho“ he-had at that Time never ſeen the 
d to be Half of the hs Bum, rather than a 
ER Fellow - Creature 


— 


we: 


Fellow-Creature ſhould perifh for Want of neceſ- 
ſary Help in fo dreadful a Circumſtance 5 and 
the Landlord conſenting to bear his Part, ſhe was 
removed to an Hoſpital, where I ſhall leave her to 
regain her Health, while I follow the worthy Mrs. 
Evan, whom we have known nothing of ſince ſhe 
ſet out on her Journey. e | 


4 36/00 AN A P. IX 


Some further Hccoitnt of Mrs. Evans, with the Rea- 
Jon of her Tourney and Stay at London. 


THIS Lady's pet fidious Huſband, to get rid 
of the Importunities of a Woman he had 


long before ceaſed to love, I mean his firſt Wife, 
had left his native Country. He had made 
Shift to maintain himſelf tolerably in France, as 
he underſtood the Language of the Country, and 
was an excellent Penman ; but a DefluQion in his 
Eyes having rendered him incapable of Buſineſs, 

he felt all the Miſeries of Want. In this Situa- 
tion, which the Stings of an accuſing Conſcience 
now rendered inconceivably wretched, * he had no 


Friend to apply to for Relief; having, by his ir- 
908, diſobliged all his Relations, moſt 

of whom were ſince dead; and he was near pe- 

_ Tiſhing for Want, when Providence threw in his 

Way a young Gentleman, who, from a Senſe f 


regular Con 


Humanity as he was his Countryman, generoufly 
relieved him, and paid his Paſſage to England. 
He was no ſoonet arrived, than he made ſome 


Enquiry concerning his Wife and Child whom he 
had fo cruelly left; but could only learn, that his, 
Wife had lived ſome Years in Wapping, and was 


ſince gone into the Country. This Information 


— 
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be 


* 
* _ . 
* 
13 Fanz ee 7; n Os AG, TA « ou” 1 Toby * 7 — 
"Ez" . ͤ Ä A TER II : * — — 


he received from the Landlord of the Houſe where 
they had lived till he left his Wife. The Man, 
indeed, knew more than he told him; for he heard 
all that Fame had ſaid of her too great Intimacy 
with Mr. Gibbons, yet he ſuppreſſed what might 
hurt her Character; a Conduct, I confeſs, I 
ſhould never have been able to account for, had | 
not heard that he had juſt before ſuffered ſeverely 
for telling all he knew of a pretty Woman his. 
Neighbour, whoſe Huſband would not permit any. 


one to ſcandali ze her but himſelf, 


Time and Diſtreſſes had ſo altered him, that he 

was not known by his moſt intimate Acquaintance, 
and the Meanneſs of his Appearance made him in 
no Haſte to diſcover himſelf. He tock a Lodging 
by Accident in the very Street where his Wife had 
lived, and was drinking with a. Sailor, when a 
little Boy brought a Letter to his Grandmother 
who was with the Woman of the Houſe, which 


- ſhe no ſooner opened than ſhe told her Friend, 


that it came from a Gentlewoman who. had lived 
with her, and who had once been her. Miſtreſs. 
Sure,“ ſays ſhe, you muſt remember her, 
| ſhe had a vile Rogue of a Huſband, who had an- 
other Wife living when he married her; .and be- 
cauſe, when ſhe came to know it, ſhe would not 
live with him as a Wife the barbareus Wretch left 
her and a pretty Boy to ſtarve; but God has 
rovided for them, and ſhe is now with a great 
8 Lady who. was her. Acquaintance before ſhe was 
married, and her Son is a fine Gentleman. 
This Speech Was too intereſting to eſcape . 
No tice of this zepenting Huſhand, . who, as ſoon 
as 4 could diſguiſe the Confuſion "it had. thrown 
him in, aſked-.the Woman, if the Lady ſhe was 


Wn: of, Was not. the: ene of J . Evans; 20 
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FRF her, Huſband's Name is —* No Matter for 
her Huſband's Name,” ſhe replied interrupting 
him, for ſhe never went by it , after ſhe found: 
he had another Wife.” * Where is the Son you 
ſpeak of ?” he returned with much Emotion, 
| which however eſcaped the Obſervation of the 
Woman. He is now in France,” ſhe rejoined, 
ce but is expected Home every Day.“ 

This Anſwer was what he expected, for as 
| ſoon as he was informed, that his Wife went by 
her maiden Name, he recollected that he had heard 
his generous Benefactor called Evans, and that 
the firſt Sight of him had put him in Mind of his 
' injured Wife. Theſe Circumſtances aſſured him 
that he could be no other than his own Son, and 
indeed he was right in his Conjecture; for that 
young Gentleman had been ſent to Jamaica, but 
the Climate not agreeing with him, and Captain 
Gibbons 's Veſſel not being in a Condition to return, 
he embarked in a French Ship, and had, by the 
Permiſſion of Mr. Gibbons, continued ſome Time 
at Farys. _-- 

I ſhall not attempt to deſcribe what he felt at 

this Diſcovery ; but it was of ſuch a Nature, that 
this, together with the Want of proper Nouriſh-. 
ment and Advice totally deprived him of his Sigh; 
and made him too weak to walk about. 
In this Condition, he ſent for the Woman 4 
whom his Wife had wrote, and told her who he 
was, at the ſame Time deſiring to know where he 
might ſend a Letter to her; for that he could not 
die in Peace without having her near him, and 
obtaining her Forgiveneſs. 

The Sight of ſuch an Object, blind, helpleſs, 
and worn to a Skeleton, diſarmed all the Reſent- . 
ment the eg ood Women. had .pnetived * 
im 


136 The Hrs Tory of 

him before ſhe ſaw him, and ſhe herſelf offered 
to ſend the Letter which he had procured to be 
wrote by one who came to England with him; and 
with whom he was acquainted in Paris, This 


Letter was that which my Readers may remem- 


ber Mrs. Evans received, and which was the Cauſe 
of her ſecond Journey to London, As it bore. all 

the Marks of the moſt lively and undiſſembled 
Remorſe, it gave the tender Heart it was addreſ- 
ſed to almoſt as much Pain as it deſcribed, and 
ſhe, without the leaſt Heſitation, determined 
to comply with the /Requeſt it contained ; which 
was, that ſhe would immediately come to Town, 
it ſhe had Compaſſion enough to wiſh to ſee, and 
forgive a dying Man, who fincerely repented of 
having ſo cruelly injured her. „„ 


CHAP. X. 
Mrs. Evans's Story continued. 2a 


| FT RS. Evans, on her Arrival in Town, 
M went to the Rouſe of her old Landlady in 

Wapping, who had incloſed in the Wrapper of her 
Huſband's Letter a few Lines from herſelf. Here 
ſhe was informed, that the good Woman applied 
to Captain Grbbons and his Brother, as ſhe knew 
them to be charitable compaſſionate Gentlemen, 
in Behalf of the ſick Man, who had feveral Times 
relieved him, but did not tell them that he was 
Mrs. Evans's Huſband, for Fear ſuch Information 
might prevent their lending him any Aſſiſtance 
On this Woman's deſcribing the extreme Miſery. 
of his Situation, and ſaying ſhe believed he was 
bred a Gentleman, the humane Merchant and 
his Brother the Captain called at the Houſe * 
= | the 
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the poor Man lodged, and after that they not 

only ſupplied him with whatever he wanted, but 
ſent him a Nurſe and a Phyſician, and frequently 
viſited him. As this was all the Account the Wo- 
man could give of the Affair, Mrs. Evans haſted 
to ſee herſelf the miſerable Object, who had thus 
moved the Pity of Perſons, to "whetni ſhe believed 
him to be a perfect Stranger. 5 

She found him in Bed, by the Side of which fat 
Mr. Gibbons the Merchant, to whom he ſaid, as 
ſhe entered the Room, "for he had heard her 
Voice as ſhe aſked which was the Door, Oh ! 
Sir! this is the dear Woman whom I have ſo 
cruelly injured; let me beg you, Sir, if you have 
forgiven me yourſelf, to  intercede with her to for- 
give me too,” 

The Sight of the poor emaciated Creature who 
ſpoke this would have diſarmed all her Reſentment, 
had ſhe not already forgiven him; but from the 
firſt Moment that the had his Miſeries ſet before 
her in ſuch lively Colours by her Friend, ſhe had 
forgot her own Injuries ; ſhe, therefore, with 
great Impctuoſity, cried out, at the ſame Time 
ſeizing one of his Hands,“ Oh | Sir | you have 
no Need of an Interceſſor with me; F for- 
give you, 28 I hape to be forgiven.” 

Mr. Gibbons, whom the ſtrong Pity ſhe felt for 
her Huſband had made her almoſt forget, now 
begged to be inſormed what this meant. You 
told me,” ſaid he to the ſick Man, „that you 
hoped to fee your Wife. This Lady i is not that 
Wife you meant ?” This Queſtion remained un- 
anſwered; fer the Perſon he ſpoke to had, by the 
violent Emotion cauſed by the Preſence of his in- 
dend Wie, which- was too much for his weak 

8 | Frame, 


- — 


18 The His Tory of 
Frame, fainted away, and lay ſome Time en- 
tirely ſenſeleſs. During this Scene they were 
all too much affected to think of Explanations; 
but when he. came a little to himſelf, and ſhe had 
again aſſured him of her Forgiveneſs, he, addreſſ. 
ing himſelf to Mr. Gibbons, ſaid, This, Sir, is 
my Wife, my much injured Wife, whom I bar- 
. barouſly left after J had taken her from the Pro- 
tection of her Friends. All 'I can do now is to re- 
commend her, Sir, to you; to you, who I know 
are too juſt to let the Innocent ſuffer for the Guilty. 
Let her Merit make up for my Deficiencies. She 
is of a Family that you need not be aſhamed of, 
and has Virtue, that none, but ſuch a Wretch as 
I have been, could have abuſed.” „ 
As this was accompanied with many Tears, it 
affected the tender-hearted Merchant too much 
for him to prolong his Pain, he therefore inter- 
rupted him by ſaying, Nephew, den' t waſte 
your little Strength; for I know the Lady too well 
myſelf to need an Advocate in her Favour. I 
had determined, as much as was in my Power, 
to promote her Happineſs, at a Time when I 
thought I ſhould never ſee you more; without 
knowing that ſhe: had any other Right to what [ 
poſſeſs, than by being the worthieſt Perſon I could 
leave it to: but as ſhe is your Wife, it can hard- 
ly be thought a Favour ; ſince I could not leave 
what 1 have from her and your Son without ap- 
parent injuſtice.” -* My Son,“ replied the ſick 
Man, © where is he > See him I never ſhall ; but 
it I could embrace him, and thank him for Fa- 
vours, which I am ſure I am beholden to him for, 
1 think I could die in Peace. If it had not been 
for him I muſt have periſhed—T- am ſure: it was 

„„ . dl de; 
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he; for his Face and Voice are too much like his 


Mother's, for- me to be miſtaken.” “ 
He then told Mr. Gibbons where he had ſeen. him, 


and that Gentleman was convinced that he was 


not deceived, Mr. Gibbons then offered Mrs. Evans 
his Houſe ; but this aſfectionate Wife refuſed it, 
as her Huſband was too weak to be removed: And. 
now mamfeſted her. Reconciliation by the Aſſiduity 


of her Attendance, ſcarcely permitting any one to 


give him any Thing but herſelf, | 
She had been but a few Days in Town, when her 
Son arrived from Paris, and after his Father had 
been acquainted with his coming, left the Surprize 
ſhould be too much for him to bear, was introdu- 
ced to him, It was extremely moving. to ſee the 
Son, with filial Duty, aſk his Father's Bleſling ; 
and the next Moment, to hear that Father beg his 
Son to forgive his cruelly leaving him to Want and 
Miſery; to hear him thank, as a Benefactor, the 
Perſon whe owed to him his very Being. | 
Notwithſtanding all Mrs. Evans's Care, and the 
Advice of ſeveral eminent Phyſicians, he did not 
live above a Month after her coming to Town. On 


his Deceaſe ſhe went to Mr, Gibbons's Houſe, not 
im the Quality of a Servant, but as his Niece, and 


the Mother of him who was to be his Heir, not on- 
ly by Choice, but as his neareſt Relation. 
She had not.been long fettled in her new Situ- 


o 


had a ſmall Eſtate in the ſame County, to pay a 


ation before ſhe permitted her Son, as Mr. Gibbons 


_ Viſit to the Lady Benſon, and inform her of what 


had prevented her returning; and, at the ſame 


\ Time, gave him Orders to aſk her I,adyſhip to let 


her have her young Pupil with her, ſome Time at 
leaſt, if ſhe would not ſpare her intirely. But, alas! 


| this Requeſt came too late to do the poor Girl any 


Good; 
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Good; for he did not arrive at her Ladyſhip? 8 il 
the Night after Betty Barnes had been drove by her 
Fears from the Houſe, as has been related, and 
Juſt after the Diſcharge of the pious Mrs, Fudy : 

When her Ladyſhip, warm with Refentment 
againſt her Nephew and Waiting-maid, ſaid ma- 
ny Things in Favour of Betty Barnes, which con- 
vinced the young Man that ſhe thought her quite 
innocent of what they laid to her Charge. This 
he did not fail to tell his Mother, who was really 
grieved that ſhe knew not where to find her. Mrs. 


* Evans now went by her late Huſband's Name, as 


ſhe had certain Information that there was no one 
to diſpute it with her, the young Woman, to whom 
her Huſbarid bad been married when but a Youth, 
having been ſeveral Years dead. This ſhe learned 
on her ſending to know, to*the Place from whenee 
the fatal Letter that ſhe had opened was dated; for 


a ſmall Legacy failing to her Son, as the Heir of 


his Father, her natural Love of Juſtice would not 

let him receive it, till ſhe was certain that he had 
no Children, 

— * Lady had e now to diſturb the Tran- 


5 quillity of her Mind, but a Melancholy that her 


Son had contra cted, "of which no one- knew the 
Cauſe; tho” by ſome diſtant Hints that eſcaped his 


Servant, his Mother had Reaſon to fear ſome guilty 


Attachment: However, ſhe concealed from him 
and all the World her Suſpicions, leſt his having 


no Dread of a further Diſcovery might take from 
him that Reſtraint of Shame, which often ſerves as 


the Crutch of tottering Virtue, ' 
We ſhall leave Ber in this Situation while we 


look after Betty Barnet, WHO we left under Cure 


in the — 
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- Betty Barnes regains. ber Health, and goes to Ser- 
vice; but is obliged to leave her Place by the cauſe- 


leſs Jealouſy of ber Miſtreſs. 


XL THEN the Diſtemper grew near its Cr iſis, 


Betty Barnes was thought to be in extreme 
Danger; but the Goodneſs of her Conſtitution 


got the better of the Diſeaſe. When ſhe came to 
her Senſes, ſhe ſhewed great Signs of Surprize at 
the Place ſhe was in, and was under no ſmall Ap- 
prehenſions,. leſt ſhe ſhould be again in the ſame 
dangerous Situation as in Bridges-Street, - The cdd 
Queſtions ſhe aſked on her coming to herſelf, gave 
Room to one of the Patients, who was perhaps 


made wiſé by Experience, to ſuſpe& her having 


been decoyed into ſome Brothel ; and on her aſk-  _. 
ing her, her Regard for Trüth would not let ger 
evade the Queſtion, tho” ſhe would have been glad 
to have concealed her Misfortune. This gave the 
Woman an Qpportunity-to offer her Service to help 
her to a Place, when ſhe ſhould be well enough to 
be diſcharged z which was gratefully accepted on 
the Part of our friendleſs Girl, who was quite deſ- 
litute. 7 | 555 4% | 
While ſne was here, the Woman, in whoſe 
Room -ſhe had lodged, came frequently to ſee 
her; and when ſhe was better, told her by whoſe - 


Means ſhe had been admitted. On her Diſcharge 
ſhereceived nineteen out of the twenty Shillings that 


had been given as Security in Caſe of her Death; 
this Money ſhe juſtly thought ſhe. had no Right to 
apply to her own Uſe, and therefore went to the | 


honeſt 
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honeſt Grocer to return it. Here ſhe found her 


other BenefaQtor, who, as well as the Maſter of 
the Shop, abſolutely refuſed the Reſtitution, and 


expreſſed himſelf prodigiouſly pleaſed with her un- 
common Honeſty. I have,* ſays he, © ſince I 
have been aſhore often helped Folks ; but I 


© have never found that when their own 'Turn 
was ſerved they ſo much as thought of the Obli- 
© gation : And I had made a Sort of a Vow, never 
© to part with my Money to any Body; tho' Pm 


© glad with all my Heart that I broke my Word, 


© ſince it was to help ſuch an honeſt Lass.“ 
This ſmall Supply was of great Service to her; 
for ſhe began to be in Want of many Neceſſaries: 


While ſhe ſtayed our of Place, ſhe lived with the 


Woman ſhe was with before ſhe. was ill; and, the 


_ Maſter of the Shop being a ſingle Man, was em- 


ployed by him to make his Linen, or do any Thing 


about the Houſe. The Perſon, who, before he 
had ſeen her, had ſo kindly relieved her, had now 


an Opportunity to obſerve the Goodneſs of her na- 


tural Diſpoſition, which, added to his high Opi- 
nion of her Honeſty, and the Agree ableneſs of her 

Perſon, made him, tho' he was poſſeſſed of up- 
wards of eighteen hundred Pounds, great Part of 


which he had received as Prize- money, offer to 


make her his Wife: Thus, deſtitute as ſhe was, 


ſhe refuſed; tho' ſhe expreſſed herſelf extremely 
ſenſible of the Advantages of ſuch an Union; but 
Mrs. Evans had ineuleated it, as her Opinion, that 


_ the Woman, who married one Man while ſhe was 
prepoſſeſſed in Favour of another, deſerved no bet- 
ter a Name than that of a lawful Proſtitute: 
However, this Reaſon ſhe kept to herſelf; and the 
honeſt''Tar' thought her refuſing him WO 
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from his Age; for he was full thirty Years older 
than her; tho? he was a good likely Man, and not 
quite fifty, and as he could not put back the Hand 
of Time, he judged it in vain to peſter her with 
his di ſagreeable Courtſhip.” From the Time of 
her ſeriouſly denying him, he treated her rather 
with the Affe ction of a Father, than the Reſent- 
ment of a diſcarded Lover; he aſſiſted her with, ' 
Money to buy what ſhe wanted, but was forced to 
make Uſe of Stratagem to make her accept it; for 
from the Time he had profeſſed himſelf her Lover, 
ſhe had carefully avoided having any Obligation 
to him, for Fear of his laying upon her the Charge 
of Ingratitude: But the Man of the Houſe offer- 
ing to lend her a Couple of Guineas to equip 
herfelf for Service, ſne accepted it with many 
Thanks, and was ſoon after helped, by the Wo- 
man ſhe had ſeen at the Hoſpital, into the Fami- 
ly of a reputable Tradeſman. | 1 
Here ſhe lived ſome Months with tolerable Sa- 
tisfaction, till unluckily her Maſter caſt the Eyes 
of his Affection upon her. His Spouſe was a con- 
ſiderable Deal older than himſelf, and conſequent- 
ly the leaſt Deviation in his Regard to her was 
enough to make her ſuſpect his Thoughts being 
employed on ſome younger Woman. The Bluſh- 
es of the Girl whenever ſhe-appeared before her 
Maſter, which was cauſed by a villainous Propo- 
ſal he had made to take her into Keeping, gave 
the jealous Wife great Uneaſineſs; and on her 
one Day ſtaying a little on an Errand, on which 
ſhe was ſent juſt after her Maſter" went out, ſne, 
in the moſt outrageous Manner, taxed her with _ 
defiling-her Bed; and by her Allurements drawing 
from her the Affections of her Huſband; _ or | 
252 | =: | aid, 
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faid, the was #94 . had been mth, for ber 


demure Looks. 12 
It was in vain that ſhe pleaded bar 0 


in Relation to the Charge, and offered to bring 


the Man, at whoſe Shop ſhe had ſtayed, to bear 
Witmeſs for her: Her Miſtreſs was at that Inſtant 


ſo blinded with Rage, that ſhe would have doubt- 
ed the Teſtimony of her own Senſes, if they had 


contradicted what ſhe believed to be true, for no 
other Reaſon than becauſe it was what ſhe moſt 


dreaded ſhould be ſo. : 
Unable to bear the Thought: of Saving ir in a 


Place, where ſhe was obliged to undergo ſuch cru- 


el. Aſperſions, ſhe came away. When ſhe was at 


ſome Diſtance. from the Houſe, ſhe was ſurpriſed 
at Receiving from a Porter the following Note, in 
wineh was roſe a Guinea, | 


c Berry, 2's, bar real gba 


Propoſal I made to you, has laid me un- 


would accept of this, as an Earneſt of farther 
* Favours from ä 


\ - | 
"IS. L 4 oy 
* 


. Jour incere Friend 
1. 6. ? 


| She was aging. to ben 1. Goines, as it dame | 
from one whom ſhe wiſhed never to ſee again, 


but the Porter had Wipe e while hs was FRad- 
ing the Note. . 


- 


She now went again to the Grome? 's, jth Gow 


z the 
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the Guinea in the Hands of the Man of the n 


that he might give it to the Gentleman, whom he 
had often 1 
was there, tho' ſhe would never give him an Op- 


1 to ſpeak 3 ay this) Tak he would 


ve performed the er the went away, but 
the Perſon to wins he was orvered to give it 
would not take it back. er 
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Some . of Betty Danes none Place, and the 
„ . ber LO. 


T* Lady to whom our youn Servant was 


now recommended, was a Woman of good 


Tolyy but had ſome Oggities i in her Tempep that 
ren 


red her Service not quite pleaſing. She would 
not ſuffer any Thing Male to be a ſingle Moment 

in her Apartment if ſhe kniew.it ; and had diſcard- 
eld two Servants, becauſe one had been viſited by 
a County-couſin, and the other by her Father. 
This the Girl was told the firſt Time ſhe went to 

a little 'Thread-ſhop, which was as good an Office 
intelligence to the Girls in the Neighbourhood, 
a the Barber” s was to the Men ; ; the Woman ac- 


companied 
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companied her Information with many ſagacious 
Gueſſes at what could be the Reaſon of this ſtrange 
Averſion. 67 . 4 

Betty Barnes chearfully complied with all her 


Miſtreſs's Caprices, and by this Compliance gain- 


ed her Confidence, She lived with her ſeveral 
Months, rather like a Companion than a Servant; 
for as the Lady boarded in the Family where ſhe 
| lodged, ſhe had very little to do. Her Miſtreſs 
had a Tafte for Books, and often employed her 


Maid in Reading aloud to her, out of ſuch Works 


as ſtill farther improved that Delicacy and Juſtneſs 
of Sentiment which ſhe had received from Mrs. 


Evans ; and by this Means attained a Dignity of 


Thinking, that ſet her above the low Arts of De- 


ception, ſo commonly praQiſed by thoſe whoſe 
Circumſtances oblige them to live in a State of Ser- 


vitude. A conſcientious Regard to her Wordren- 


dered her extremely dear to her Miſtreſs, who, on 
her expreſſing her Wonder that ſhe admitted none 
of her Male Relations to viſit her, condeſcended 


ſo far, as to relate to her ſome of the principal 

Tranſactions of her Life. . : 
I have, ſays ſhe, ©* very powerful Reaſons to 

© deteſt the Sight of all Men, ſince the faithleſs 


© Sex has been to me the Source of uncommon 
© Misfortunes. | 5 
My Father, who I verily believe was ſtrictly 


5 juſt, tho' in his out ward Form he was a, Man, 
© was Vicar of a conſiderable Pariſh in the Weſt 
© of England. My Brothers, who are intire Men, 


* ſince they are ungenerous, falſe and prodigal, 


- © diſſipated his Subſtance; ſo that tho? he had near 
© ſeven hundred a Year, he was obliged to keep a 
Kind of Academy, that he might, out of the 


© Savings of the yearly Income of his Vicarage, be 
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© enabled to pay a large Sum he ſtood jointly en- 
© gaged with. them to diſcharge. | 
© Among the young Gentlemen intruſted to his 
Care, there was one, who, young as I was, for 
F was ſcarcely fourtcen, on þ an Impreſſion on 
my Heart, which no Time could efface, and I 
* fooliſhly believing what he told me, - imagined 
'* myſelf equally dear to him. In this happy De- 
_ © ception I paſſed three whole Years, when it was 
© thought proper that my Lover, who was only. 
5 one Year older than myſelf, ſhould go to Cam- 
Bridge to compleat his Studies, and fit himſelf 
for holy Orders. | COS. 
| © 1] ſhar''t go about to deſcribe to you, who, I 
hope, are quite free from the enſnaring Paſſion 
that has been my undoirg, the Pangs I felt at 
this Separation. Nothing but the delightful 
Thought of ſharing with him the Competency 
© that, by this Means he hoped to obtain, and 
frequently receiving from him the tendereſt 
- © Fpiſtles, could have enabled me to have ſupport- 
ed his Abſence ; but I haverecalled to my Mind 
* ſuch Ideas as make me unable to proceed. So, 
© Betty, while I endeavour to recover, do you, as a 
© Safeguard to yourſelf, ſee what the Villain Man 
is capable of, when he has Ruin in his View.” 
On this ſhe threw into her Lap a Bundle of Let- 
ters, moſt of which appeared by the Date to have 
been written near twenty Years before.” As her 
Lady was in a violent Fit of Crying, ſhe had. 
Time enough to perule ſeveral of them; ont of 
Which take the following: . 


MY 
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LIOV ſhall I make you ſenſible of what I fuf- 

fer, while divided from my Life, my Bliſs, 
my Happineſs? There's not a Minute paſles thro? 
the Day, that is not devoted to Love and you, 
but what appears to me as loſt Time, How 


cruel then my Situation] while condemned to 


this tedious Abſence, in vain I endeavour to ap- 
ply, in vain I rove from Science to Science 
Hiſtory, Divinity, and even Drawing, which 
was always my favourite Amuſement, fince I 
knew it my dear Ally's, have loſt their Charms: 
every Thing that interrupts my dwelling on 
her dear Idea, is to me the moſt painful Intru- 
fon, My Diſtaſte for Learning is remarked 
by my Companions, who have already given 
me the Title of The Dull Fellow : but what is 
Fame to me, who am almoſt ſtruggling for 


Life? Oh, my Charmer ! -let me hear that 


you pity me. Let me ſee from under your 


Hand, that my fond Hopes have not deceived 


me, when I fancied myſelf dear to the molt 


agreeable of her Sex. Thus ſupported I will 


try to live, that I may have it in my Power to 
be the Means of Happineſs to you and all that 
are dear to me, by being allied to my lovely Ali- 
cia; to whom it is my Glory and Honour to 


ſubſcribe myſelf her ever devoted, . 


= faithful Lover and Servant, 
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The Anſwer to the above was pinned to it, on 


the Top of which was wrote with a different co- 


c 
6 
c 
c 
5 
4 
6 
6 
5 
5 
C 
6 
* 
6 
6 
. 
c 
. 
C 
„ 
5 
> 
p 
« 
c 


6; 
c 
c 


| loured Ink, © Kept as a Memorial of my Folly, 
which ought for ever to make me humble.” 
The Letter was as follows. „„ 


Dear Sir, 


8 ep E Deſcription you give me of your Un- 


eaſineſs has greatly increaſed my own, 


which was, (a Shame on my Senſibility ) as much 


* as I could well conceal from the prying Eyes of 
my Siſter, who has been ill-natured enough to in- 
form my Father of receiving a Letter from you; 


for ſhe caught me weeping over it, too much loſt 


in what 1 would, if I durſt, call Love, to act with 


my uſual: Caution, The good old Man, with 
© 


ars in his Eyes, warned me to dread the Con- 


ſequence of a clandeſtine Amour, which, he ſaid, 
was often the Source of Miſery to both Parties, 
You know, my deareſt Daughter, he cried in 


the moſt affeQionate Accent, the. Sum I ſtand 


engaged for ; you know my Inability to provide 
you a Fortune equal to the ExpeQations of Mr, 


| Sumes's Friends; but I ſhall not give you Pain by 


doubting your CounduRQ, ſince your own good 
Senſe will ſuggeſt to you what Steps.you ought 


to take. Thus tenderly was I treated by the beſt 
of Fathers, tho? he had juſt been told with much 


Rancour, I make no Doubt, that I had encou- 
raged your Addreſſes without his Conſent, What 
Return can I make to his Goodneſs, but to ſa- 


crifice to his Happineſs my own ? Help me, Oh, 


help me to conquer myſelf: Teach me to forget 


you, Alas! I rave, ſince the very, Leſſon would 


only ſerve to put me in Mind of the Maſter. Let 


6 me 


— 


3 


8 
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© me not have the Pain of refleQing, that I am the 


© Cauſe of your neglecting your Studies; you : 


know nothing is dearer to me than your Honour ; 

exert the Talents Heaven has bleſſed you with, 

and . truſt to that Providence that ſo often deli- 
vers us from Diffieulties, by Means the moſt un- 
expected, for Succeſs. I deteſt Diſſimulation, ſo 
I think you might be ſatisfied without receiving 
under my Hand the Confirmation of my pitying 
you, of your being dear to me, and of my being, 
with the 1 Sincerity, WT 


„ ˙ t 8 


4 


9 aſfectlonate Friend 


and Servant, | 
=  Aticra AsxEw.* 


1 mal give my t that which Miſs Hſtew 
received in Anſwer to the foregoing, -and then pro- 
in her Hiſtory, h 


= Unkind and cruel ALLY! 


0 you nerd wiſh to FREE me ? Then 

for what Purpoſe ſhould I live, ſince Imuſt 
be wretched? Why ſhould your Father wa wh 
to part us, when Heaven has fo plainly point 
out our Union? The ſame Deſires, the ſame 
© Sentiments, the ſame Way of thinking in every 
* Circumſtance, except in this laſt cruel With, has 
long been to me a Proof that we are deſtined for 


each other. Let not my deareſt, by a too tri = 


6 


5 Fon ge to Duty, forget the Demands of 
Sure there + ts ſomething due to my un- 
We 70 | wy adi" 0 


— 


152 The HISTORY of. 


matched 'Tenderneſs.. Oh! if you loved, if 
you doated to DiſtraQion as I do, you could not 
© thus coolly conſider our being-united among the 
© common Occurrences of Life. I could, with 
© Patience, , wait the Removal of Pain, Sickneſs, 
or Poverty; but when my Life, my. Soul, my 
Ally is the Goal I have in View, Moderation is 
not in my Power: I could brave thro? Dangers 
and Death to obtain the ineſtimable Prize. 
Then, Oh! my Charmer |! if my Health is dear 
* to you, talk no more of parting, . leſt the very 
Idea ſhould fruſtrate all our Hopes, by preying 
on the Life of him, who is, while he has Senſe 
or Being, . 


your devoted Lover and 


f K a a= 


affectionate humble Servant, | 


' Gxzorcs Suns,” 


„ S 
3 In which the Lady's Story grows more intereſling, 


\ /T 1 SS Ae, having a little recollected 
herſelf, reſumed her Story. * 
Vou need not,“ ſaid ſne, read many of them; 

for they are all in the ſame inſinuating Strain, 
and were moſt of them ſent me in the three Vears 
that he was at College. When he had obtained 
a Fellowſnhip, he returned again to my Father, 
and was treated by him with the ſame Tenderneſs 
as if he had been · his Child; tho? it was thought 
proper that our Attachment to each other ſhould 
| | | | | | | wear 


oo „% cw DU — wa 
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wear the Face of a Secret, as he had at preſent no 
other Proviſion than his Fellowſhip, which he 
would have loſt had he been married. 


« Mr. Sumers Father had been long dead, and his 
Mother was in no Condition to procure him a 


genteel Eſtabliſhment, without the Aſſiſtance of 
her Friends, one of whom had a good Living in 


his Gift, which was the moſt powerful Call that 


his Nephew George had to the Miniſtry, and 
which had been heard at a Time when it was not 
ſo much as pretended that he was aQuated by the 

Commands of the holy Spirit, ſince he was ſcarce 
out of his Petticoats, when his Uncle told his 
Mother, if ſhe would make that Boy a Parſon, he 


would provide for him; and that he might be. as 
good as his Word, he gave the Living to a Gen- 
tleman who had no other Recommendation than 


that he was extremely old. But in Spite of this 


Precaution, Mr. Sumes was ſome Time before he 
could be put in Poſſeſſion, after he had received 


his Ordination; for the divine Impulſe, as is com- 
monly the Caſe, kindly concurred with the De- 


ſigns of his Uncle, at leaſt, he gave that as a 
Reaſon for his entering into the Miniſtry: But 
the old Vicar had not half ſo much Complaiſance; 
for tho' he was near ſeventy, when he was pre- 
ſented to the Living, and had been in Poſſeſſion 


' ſixteen Years, he ſtill preſerved a good State of 
Health, and ſeemed in no Manner of Hurry to re- 
ſign to the Nephew of his Patron, what had ſo 
much contributed to his Happineſs in this World, 
though he often expreſſed his deſire of going to a 


betete a ; 1 
In this Suſpence we lived ſeveral Years, not 


daring to marry for Fear of diſobliging his Un ele; 
in the mean Time J, or rather my Father for me, 


H 5 had 
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had two or three advantageous Offers: But I was 


infatuated enough to reje& all for him; and I 
make no Doubt I had done ſo, had a Monarch 


been my Lover.” 


* One Summer I received an Invitation from 
a dear and intimate Friend, who had not beenlong 
married, to come and ſpend. two or three Months 
at her Houſe in London. I , heſitated, whether to 
to accept of the Invitation till I had acquainted 
Mr. Sumer, to whoſe Opinion I-paid as unreſerved 
a Regard, as if the dreadful Word OBEr had been 
already paſt. 5 . . 
He was gone to pay a Viſit to ſome of his old 
Companions, who ſtill continued at the Univerſi- 
ty : My Friend rallied me on my being ſuch a 
Slave to Love; for ſhe was no Stranger to our 
Amour; but ſecure of the Heart of him I loved, 1 


laughed at her, and patiently waited his Return. 


When he came back, he brought with him 
two young Gentlemen, who were going to take 
Orders, to fit themſelves for Preferment. They, 
as the Friends of Mr. Sumes, received a hearty 
Welcome from my dear Father, and continued ſome 
Time at our Houſe, which protracted my Journey 
to London. Iwo or three Days before they were 
to leave us, I told Mr. Sumes of my Friend's In- 
vitation, and of my Inclination, if he approved of 
it, to go in the Stage with his Companions, who 
were both going to Londen ; the one having the 
Proſpe& of being made Chaplain of a Man of 
War, the other in Hopes of a Curacy, I was 

greatly ſurprized at his ſhewing the utmoſt Unea- 
| ſineſs ; he conjured me, if he was in the leaſt dear 
to me, not to render him miſerable by leaving 

him. If yon once go to London, ſays he, 
„ am ſure I ſhall loſe you for ever; thoſe 
2 | e Charms, 
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Charms, that even here do not eſcape Admirers, 


will there meet with univerſal Adoration, I know. 
your Friend is not in my Intereft ; ſhe thinks, 


while I am obliged to defer my Happineſs in Com- 


pliance with the Caprice of my Uncle, you waſte 


your: Youth and Bloom in Obſcurity. +; ie 
I am ſure it is in order to ruin me, that ſhe 


makes you this Invitation; and, as I know ſhe has a 


great Aſcendant over you, I dread the Conſe- 
quence.“ | | oF 


_ & 1, endeavoured all in my Power to diſſipate p 


his Fears; I told him, that I thought his Suſpi- 


cions injurious to my Honour, and that he wanted 


that Confidence in me, which I had ever ſhewn 
to him. He pleaded, in Excuſe for his Jealouſy, 


the Exceſs of his Paſſion, and his ſtrong Senfibili- 
ty of the Power of my. Attractions: But flatter- 
ing at this Diſcourſe was to my Self-love, I could 
not help being a little chagrined at the Diſappoint- 
ment, and let two or three bitter Words eſcape 
me, which I inſtantaneouſly: repented, on ſeeing 
the big 'Fear juſt ſtarting from his Eyes, and told 
him, that I would ſend my Friend Word that 1 


did not chuſe to come.) 


Ne now ſeemed perfectly ea y ,andall Thoughts go 


of the Journey were dropt, when my Siſter, I ve- 


rily believe out of pure Malice, reſumed the Sub- 
je, by telling me before my Father, that I could 
not find a more: proper Time to comply with my. 
Friend's Requeſt, ſince I might now be ſure of 
good Company; which is, ſays ſhe, the moſt eſ- 
ſential Thing in ſo long a Journey: but. may 
be,” ſhe continued with the moſt ſpiteful. Air, 
you are afraid I ſhall run away with Mr. Sum 
in the mean Time. But never be frighted, Child, 

I bate a long · winded Lover; for e | 
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ſuch a Rout beforehand, it ſeldom comes to any 
Thing.” | e „ 
This Diſcourſe put me out of Humour, and on 
Mr. Sumes's aſking me why I looked fo dull, I told 


him what had paſſed; and concluded with faying, 


that if it had not been for his unjuſt Suſpicions, 1 
had eſcaped this Mortification. e ie 


\ 


To prove,” he returned with Avidity, ** that . 


they are unjuſt, grant me the Requeſt that I am 


going to make, and I will leave you entirely Miſ- 


treſs of yourſelf, and chearfully conſent to your 
going to London. Permit me but to call you mine; 


rmit me to have a Right to the Title of your 

uſband, and Pll lay myſelf under what Obliga- 
tions you, pleaſe, never to demand any other Pri- 
vileges but thoſe innocent ones I have already en- 
joyed, till I can publickly, in the Face of the 
World, own my Happineſs.” I afked him, by 
what Means he thought it poſſible for us to be 
united ſo privately, that the Secret ſhould not get 
Air. He told me, that if I negleQed this Oppor- 


| tunity, he thought we never ſhould have an- 


other, n 7 155 
* At laſt, over-perſuaded by the Man who had 


all the ſecret Receſſes of my Heart at Command, 


* 
4 4 


J conſented to be privately married in my Father's 
Parlour by one of his Friends; the other ſerving 
as Clerk and Father, making Uſe, on this Occa- 
fion, of a Diamond Ring that had been my Mo- 
ther's, which my Father had given me out of the 


Exceſs of his Fondneſs, little thinking that it 


would be made an Inſtrument of Diſobedience. 
The Ceremony was performed the Evening be- 
fore we were to ſet out, and he religiouſly ob- 


ſerved his Word, contenting himſelf, as he told 
me, with the bare Title of my Huſhand, ſince he 


Was 
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was aſſured that my Integrity of Heart would not 
ſuffer me to act otherwiſe, than if the Whole 
World had been Witneſſes of our Engagement. 
On my Departure, he earneſtly recommended my 
keeping our Marriage an inviolable Secret fro 
the Lady I was going to. | | 

«© This InjunQtion I obeyed with great Com- 
punction of Heart, for as J had been extremely 
intimate with her from our Infancy, and we had not 
kept a Thought from each other, that was of 
Importance enough to be communicated, I could 
not help thinking this Concealment a Sort of In- 
road into the Delicacy of Friendſhip: However, 
I did not think myſelf at Liberty to contradiaithe 
Commands of bim, whom I now looked on as 
my Huſband, for any Conſideration of Eaſe or 
FE ²— ( 1 

I ſtayed at this Lady's Houſe near three Months, 
in which Time I ſcarce miſfed a Poſt by which I 
did not either receive a Letter from my dear I. ov- 
er, or ſend one to him; but as theſe were wrote 
with a Freedom that would have made any one 
ſuſpe& our Situation, he made it his Requeſt, that 
I ſhould deſtroy them immediately after the Peru- 
ſal. This, giddy and unthinking as T was, my 
unſuſpeQing Heart complied with, and by that 
Means I joſt the Power of doing myſelf Juſtice on 
the Villain, when he afterwards baſely denied his 
Engagements. But why ſhovld 1 torment myſelf 
by recollecting Circumſtances that almoſt turn my 
Brain but to think on I yet if it ſhouid keep Ver 
from the Tallons of ſuch another Monſter, I ſhall 
not regret my own Uneafineſs.” 

To this Betty Barnes returned oo grateſut 
Thanks; ſhewing at the ſame Time much Ear- 
neſtneſa to hear! the Remàinder of her 

Ron n 175 Be 28 : py | tory, 
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Story. Her Miſtreſs only deferred ſatisfying her 
Curioſity, till ſhe ſhould have ſufficient Spirits to 
go on with the Relation, and, as my Reader may 
likewiſe want ſome Relaxation, I ſhall allo defer 
the Continuation of her. Hiſtory to the next Chap- 
ER | 5s „ 3 


e 


The Concluſion of Miſs Aſkew's Story, who is redu- 
ced, by the Perfidy of Ber Lover, to the Extreme of 
all human Wretcbedneſs. _ | 
« FT. THINK,” ſays Miſs Aſtæw, on her going 
| |: reſume her Story, 1 left off at my 
fooliſhly burning the Letters I received. whilſt 
I was in London. On my Return into the Coun- 
try, I was welcomed with-the warmeſt Expreſſions 
[Tranſport that ever eſcaped the Lips of a fond 
Huſband, if there is really ſuch a Character among 
the deceitful- Sex, which I :;almoſt doubt. The 
old Vicar gave Signs of Decay, and I thought my- 
ſelf near the Poſſeſſion of my utmoſt.Wiſh, when 
my Lover began to inſinuate, that there could be 
no Need of our ſtill keeping the painful Reſtraint, 
which he, in Compliance with my Scrupuloſity, 
had laid himſelf under, ſince no 9 
could: ariſe from the utmoſt Indulgence of his Paſſi- 
on, beforE; in all human Probability, he ſhould 
be in a Condition to own me. for his Wife in the 
Sight of all Mankind, _ 1 
* Overcome-by. the Perſuaſions of him, whom 
thought authorized to command what he conde- 
ſcended to ſue for, and by. the Weakneſs of my 
own Heart, I granted him every Favour, and he 
paſt. moſt of bis Nights in my Apartment. This | 


Intercourſe 


. — 
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Intercourſe went on for two Months, without Suſ- 
| picion; for he always took Care that the Servants 
| ſhould find his own Bed tumbled, though he often 
went into it for no other Reaſon. My. Siſter, who, 
becaufe ſhe was very notable, thought ſhe had a 
| Right to be inquiſitive and cenſorious, having one 
Morning got up earlier than common, heard, as- 
the paſt my Room, me and my Lover talking... 
This alarmed her, and that ſhe might be ſure that 
ſhe was not miſtaken, ſhe went to the Door of Mr. 
Sumes's Room, which ſhe foupd unlocked, and 
plainly ſaw that he had not been in Bed; for it 
was uſually his Cuſtom: to go into his own Bed- 
juſt before his Time of riſing in the Morning. 
“ She, tranſported with Rage that I had kept 
from her a Secret of that Importance, flew to my. 
Father, and, without the leaſt Precaution, told 
him, he might now ſee the Effects of his Partiali-- 
ty; for his favourite Daughter was, at that Ia- 
ſtant, bringing the utmoſt Shame on his aged 
Head. My Father, with a Sternneſs not natural 
to him, demanded the Meaning of this, inſolent 
Preamble, and was anſwered by my Siſter, with 
« Nay, 1 did not expe & to be believed; but if 
you'll only command my chaſte Siſter to open her. 
Chamber Door, you may be convinced by the 
Teſtimony of your own Senſes, that I have told 
2 no more than Truth.” My Father followed 
er, as he has ſince told me, with a Heart ready 
to burſt with Grief and Shame, and in a loud 
Voice, that ſhewed his Agitation, commanded me 
to open the Door. The Daſtard, to whoſe Ca- 
reſſes I had fo fooliſhly given up myſelf, on the 
firſt Sound of my Father's Voice, ſeemed in the 
utmoſt Terror, and inſiſted that I ſhould conceal _ 
from him our Marriage: But had inſtant Death 


been 


» 
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been the Conſequence of the Diſcovery, I could 


not have reſolved to have appeared in a Light ſo 


- 


| pair, when I heard the perfidious 


ſhameful and guilty to this dear Parent, who would, 
with juſt Reaſon, have deteſted me as an infamous 
Wretch, and a Scandal to himſelf and Family. 


I therefore, as ſoon as I had opened the Door, 
begged my Father to forgive this firſt Act of Diſ- 
obedience, and owned our having been married 
five Months. He then, a little recovered from his 
Emotion, addreſſed himſelf to my Lover, who re- 
mained in à ſullen Silence that gave my Heart the 
-moſt dreadful Alarms. I can forgive you, Mr, 


Sumes, ſaid he, this Step; tho? T had much rather 


you had deferred it till you might have taken it in 
a Manner more to both your Honours ; but what 


am l to think! one of your Friends publickly ſaid, 


that he did not believe you had any Thoughts of 
my Daughter; yet I am well informed, when you 
was told of it, you returned an Anſwer which ra- 


| ther confirmed than contradicted his Opinion. I 


hope, Sir, you have not made ſo vile a Return to 
my Care of your Youth, as by a ſham Wedding, 
to deprive my Child of her Honour and Innocence?“ 
« The very Suggeſtion raiſed Idcasthat ſtaggered 
my Reaſon ; but Words cannot * 08 my Deſ- 
| t iſcreant make 

the following Reply. If, Sir, you think it will 


de for your Daughter's Reputation to divulge to 


the World the Favours ſhe has been kind enough 
to grant me, you have my free Leave to do it; 
but beware how you hurt my future Fortune by 
any Talk of Marriage, which People will hardly 
be brought to believe, except you have ſome other 
Proof than her bare Word.” He then left the 


Room, caſting, as he went out; a Glance at me, 


that made me at once ſee the Extremity of my 
5 Y Miſery, 
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Miſery. No Heart can conceive, except it has 
been made wiſe by ſuch another Villain, the Racks, 


the Tortures with which my Bofom was burſting, - 


yet not a ſingle Tear came to my Relief. I ſeem- 


ed to myſelf, as if an inſtantaneous Fire had ſud- 


denly dried up all my Moifture. I had it not in 
my Power, or even in my Inclination, to ſpeak. 
[ loathed my Food; I loathed the Day-light, and 
even the good old Man my Father, who was weep- 
ing over me, Anon, carried away by a ſudden 
Impulſe, I told aloud all my Griefs, when I had 
none about me but Strangers, or at leaſt they ap- 
peared ſuch to me; tho? I have been ſince told, 
that I was ſurrounded by my moſt intimate Friends. 
In this Condition I was brought to London, and 
placed in one of thoſe Habitations of Horror, call- 
ed private Mad-houſes. My Uſage, notwithſtand- 
ing my Father ſtreightened himſelf to pay a hand- 
ſome Salary for my Maintenance, was, beyond 
Deſcription, bad. If, at any Time, by the Foree 


of the maddening Ideas that whirled through my 
Brain, I was rendered raging enough to tear off 


my Cloaths, a Fellow, whoſe Perſon I ſhudder but 
to recollect, had Authority from the Maſter of the 


Houſe, who was himſelf rendered incapable of feel- 


ing, by frequent Sights of Woe, to beat me un- 
mercifully, Not the vileſt Reptile that crawls on 
the Earth, but was at that Time my ſuperior ; 
devoured with Vermin, groveling in Naſtineſs, I 
had certainly expired in this Wretch's Houſe, had it 


not been for the kind Care of the Lady with whom 
I had ſpent ſome Time the Summer before. She 
came to ſeęg me, and found me in the Situation 1 


have juſt repreſented. Vet this was only the Effect 


of her Compaſſion ; for the vile Sumes, by his dia- A 
bolical Arts, had deprived me of the Conſolation 
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of her Friendſhip, He, in order to. ingratiate 


himſelf enough in her Favour to be believed, had 


told her, that I had betrayed to him her Deſign of 


parting us, and had made Uſe of her 'very Ex- 
preſſions, which he learned from ſome of my Fa- 
ther's Servants who attended me when I was, by 


his inhuman Cruelty, rendered incapable of con- 


cealing any Thing, by being ſtripped of that Ray 
of the Divinity my — . ” 

From this Houſe of Miſery I was taken, and 
conveyed to another that bore the ſame Appellati- 
tion; though the Maſter and every Attendant 
differed as much as if they had not been the {ame 
Sort of Beings. I was not now, like a Dog, made 
to tremble at the Sight of a Whip and a Chain, 
or the more dreadſul Countenance of him who 
carried them, All the Weapons that were here 
made Ule of to combat my Frenzy were Gentle- 
neſs and Perſuaſion ; and the Succeſs was anſwer- 
able to the Means. I ſoon began to be leſs furi- 


ous ; the Compliance with fuch of my Whims as 


were not hurtful, made me, all Animal as I was, 


the willinger to conſent to ſuch Regulations as 


were neteſfary, as to Food and Phyſick. The 


free Uſe of open Air was, I make no Doubt, ano- 


ther great Means of my Recovery; for I think no 
Mortal, that had the Senſe of Smelling, could 
long ſurvive the intolerable Stench in which I was 
pent in the horrid Priſon-I came from. I was, as 


| verily believe many more are, by the ſame ſuc- 


ceſsful Hand, in a ſhort Time reſtored to my per- 
fea Senſes. So well did Dr. Dyvis, the Gentle- 


man who was happily the Inſtrument of my being 


now ea reaſonable Creature, deſerve the Sum ſti- 


pulated for, on my Entrance under his Care; for 


he had agreed, that if my Diſtemper baffled his 
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Art, he was only to have a Conſideration for the 


Expence of my Board; but if I was perfeQly re- 


ſtored, he was to have a handſome Sum. Happy 
would it be for many poor Wretches, if all thok 
who ſet themſelves up for the Cure of Lunaticks 
were obliged to the fame Reſtrictions 3 ſince, by 
this Means, they would eſcape becoming the Prey 
of a Parcel of vile Wretches, who, if they do not 
find their Patients mad enough to give them a 
Proſpe& of a long Time of Profit, take Care, by 
Cruelty and ill Uſage, to make them ſo. = 
was ſcarce capable of feeling freſh Misfor- 


tunes, before J loſt my dear and affectionate Fa- 


ther, who had ſunk under the Weight of my 


| Grief, and had been declining from the Time that 


a Repreſentation had been made to him of my 
Sufferings in the Houſe of the Barbarian under 
whoſe Care I was firſt placed. This Loſs was at- 
tended with every Circumſtance that could render 
it painful, ſince I was by his Death ſtripped of the 
very Means of Life; but Providence raiſed me up 
Friends in the Room of thoſe I had loſt. | 
About this Time the wicked Sumes came to the 


Poffeflion of his Hopes, by the Death of the old 


Incumbent ; as I thought ſo confummate a Vit 
lain very unfit to be truſted with the Cure of 
Souls, I wrote to his Dioceſan an Account of my 
Caſe; and his Lordſhip very kindly oondeſcended 
to anſwer my Letter, and aſſured me, that if Mr. 
Sumes did not clear himſelf of the Charge, or 
yield to do me Juſtice, he ſhould be forced to it, 


under the Penalty of having his Gown ftript over 


his Ears. The Juſtice that I thought his Lord- 
ſhip hinted at, not the Wealth of both the Indies 
ſhauld have bribed me to have accepted; the very 


Idea of paſſing my Life with ſo vile a Creature was 


attended 
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attended with inſupportable Horror, and 1 preſu- 
med to write again to the Biſhop, to inform him, 
that it was with no ſuch View that I gave him 


Trouble. To this I received an Anſwer, the 


Style of which let me ſee, that his Lordſhip believ- 
ed me out of my Senſes; and I ſoon after learnt, 
that the falſe Wretch, in the-moſt folemn Man- 


ner, not only diſclaimed our Marriage, but had 
proteſted, with many Execrations, that no Intima- 


cies had paſſed between us but what mere Friend- 


| ſhip might allow; and appealed to all who knew 


any Thing of my Affairs, if I had ever ſo much as 


mentioned my being his Wife before I had loſt my 
Reaſon. - | | 


My Father was dead, and my Siſter, who was 
extremely fond of the Honour of the Family, he 
undoubtedly thought: would not be prevailed upon 


to diſprove him. One of the young Gentlemen 
was, by ſome Means, ſpirited away; for not all 
the Diligence of my Friends could find him; and 


the other was Chaplain toa Ship that was ſtationed 
abroad. With all theſe concurring Circumſtances, 


it is no Wonder that the good Biſhop permitted 


this Wolf in Sheep's, or more properly, in Shep- 
herd's Cloathing, to raven among the Flock. 
I have now, Betty, given you my Hiſtory; 


and J hope it will be a Service to you, if your In- 


nocence and Youth ever ſhould expoſe you to the 
Deſigns of the cruel Sex; but hold, I ought not 


to leave your Curioſity unſatisfied in Relation to 


my preſent Situation. About two Years after the 


Deceaſe of my Father, a maiden Lady, with 
whom I had been intimate in my Days of Happi- 


neſs, left me two thouſand Pounds; with Part of it 
I purchaſed an Annuity for my Life, and with 


that and the Intereſt of the Remainder, I live 


above 


Sr e 


2 0 


d 0 % ww oy 


BETTY BARNES. 16s 
above Want, and am enabled ſometimes to give 
myſelf the nobleſt Entertainment, that of relieving 


indigent Merit” T? 


CHAP. IV. 


Contains what may, perbaps, offend ſome Readers, 
and be laugbt at, as improbable, by others. 


HE affecting Relation of Miſs Aſtens's Mis- 


fortunes, a good deal reconciled Betty Barnes 
to the ReſtriQtions under which ſhe was obliged to 
live, and ſhe found very little Pain in diſcounte-. 


nancing the Addreſſes of the ſpruce young Fellows 


in the Neighbourhood, Perhaps the Idea of the 
young Gentleman ſhe had ſeen at the Inn, had a 
little Share in her Diſregard, ſince, whenever ſhe 
thought that her Miſtreſs carried her Satire to 
too great a Length, and made it too general, 
this lovely Youth was the Inſpirer of her Charity. 


She could not think that ſo open a Countenance 


concealed a Villain, and his Behaviour at Vauxball, 
now her Anger was cooled by Time, appeared 
rather a Proof of his Virtue than its contrary, 

As ſhe was one Day at Work in the Dining- 
room Window, with the Saſh up, ſhe obſerved be- 
hind a Hackney-coach, a Servant who had on the 
Livery of the. Gentleman I have juſt mentioned; 
and, on her looking out, ſhe beheld him, who, in 
Spite of herſelf, ſhe loved, with his Eyes faxed on 
her's. This Sight melted all her Reſolutions, and 
ſhe found that her Compliance with her Miſtreſs's 
Humour. proceeded more from his Abſence, than. 
from all the wiſe Leſſons ſhe had been inculcating. 
She imagined that his Looks ſpoke the — | 
Things, and that it muſt be the Preſence of _ 
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old Gentleman who was with him that hindered 


his ſtopping the Coach, in order to ſpeak to her, 
The next Day ſhe was told by the People who kept 
the Houſe, that a Gentleman's. Servant had been 
enquiring for her. I think,” fays the Gentle. 
woman, he is the genteeleſt Fellow I ever ſaw 
in a Livery ; you muſt take Care, Beity, or he 
will be too many for all your Lady's grave Ad- 
monitions.” | „ . 
Betty Barnes was piqued at the Inſinuation of a 
Footman's being her Lover; for Loye is the 
greateſt Dignifier and Degrader upon Earth, fince 
1t always exalts or debaſes, to the Level of thoſe 
beloved. A Refle ion which I would. recommend 
to all ſuch of my fair Readers as are in the leaſt 
Danger of becoming wiſer than their Parents or 
Guardians, and of ſeeing Charms ip thoſe whom 
Fortune has placed much below them. She made 
an Anſwer which wanted much of her accuſtomed 
Sweetneſs, and the Perſon ſhe was talking with, 


> began to imagine ſhe was really the Prude that 


her Miſtreſs's Injunctions had made her appear; 
but on the ſecond Viſit of this Footman, whom 
Betty affected ſo much to deſpiſe, ſhe entirely 
changed her Opinion; he was admitted to a long 
"Converſation with this haughty fair One, who, in 
Spite of his Diſguiſe, beheld in him, that dear 
Lover who had given her Heart all its Pride. 
He, with a Submiſſion, that to a Mind unac- 
quainted with the little Delicacies of Love, would 
have appeared ſuited to his preſent Out- ſide, begged 
| her to forgive his Suſpicions of her Virtue; © 1 
have,“ fays be, * been already puniſhed for 
my Raſhneſs, by being deprived for more than a 
Year of the Satisfaction of ſeeing you, tho? I have 
uſed my Endeavours to.attain that Bleſſing. =— 
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Night after I ſaw you laſt, I went by the Direc- 
tion of my Man, to the Houſe where he had ſeen 


you enter; which I found in great Confuſion, oc- 


caſioned, as I was informed, by the Miſtreſs hav- 
ing cauſed a young Woman to be arreſted and 


carried to Priſon, who the People about the Door 


ſaid was juſt expiring. 

„ Tho' I was ſhocked tothe utmoſt at her Cruel- 
ty, I was reſolved to carry it fair. till I had learnt, 
if poſſible, what was become of you; for I found, 
| in her own Excuſe, that the nick 
Woman had inveigled from her a Servant whom 
ſhe much liked, — WT AE 

«© The Purity of my Paſſion made me wiſh that 


this Servant might be you, tho' I greatly feared ! 
- ſhould never have it in my Power to tell you how 


I rejoiced at your Deliverance; but a Love like 
mine is by no Means felfiſh. I was hardly five 
Minutes in the Houſe before I was accoſted by the 
young Creature whom I had ſeen with you, whoſe 
Behaviour had given my Friend ſo much Offence, 
as to make him hinder my ſpeaking to you, and 
was the Cauſe of his making Uſe of the coarſe 
Epithet, which I am fure you heard. She knew 
me at firſt Sight, and endeavoured by. all her 
Blandiſhments to make me forget what I eame 
about... But when ſhe found that I wasinot to be 
won by her Arts, ſhe ſeemed to unc d the 
Signs I made to get out of the Hearing of the old 
Wretch, who was ſtill uttering Vows of Venge- 


- ance againſt the poer helpleſs Wretch, who was 


already the Victim of her Rage. On the. young 


Woman's whiſpering ſomething to her, ſhe ſeem- 


ed to rætolleſt herſelf, and, with a fawing Air, aſk-: 


ed mz Pardan for her Paſſion!) bur, dear Arge, 
ſaid ſhe, ** the 


ſhe was the ſweeteſt Creature! ſuch 


„ a Complexion | 
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« Coniplexion | ſuch Eyes 1 I don't know that I 
ever ſaw her Fellow, except that Girl there; and 


I find you are Judge enough of Beauty to make 


ber your Choice.” 


% Tho''my Heart aſſented to the Praiſes ſhe 


gave your Perſon, the vile Deſigns ſhe had on your 


Innocence made me loath to ſtay in the Houſe 


| where ſhe was, and the young Woman, by her 
Conſent, which I procured by the Preſent of a 


Guinea, went with me to a Tavern in the Neigh- 


bourhood; from her 1 learnt, that you went away 
from their Houſe before any of the Family was 


- up, and that ſhe was quite a Stranger'to the Place 


where you were gone, 


« Az I could not learn any Thing more of you, 


| I aſked her ſeveral Queſtions concerning the Wo. 
man who had been carried to Priſon. On my firſt 


. mentioning her, ſhe: burſt into Tears, and ſaid, - 


that ſhe believed ſhe could not poſſibly live a 
Week. I then aſked what was the Sum ſhe ſtood 
indebted for to the Woman of the Houſe. To 


this ſhe ſaid, that ſhe charged her with ten 


Pounds; but, that ſhe believed, ſhe would be ſa- 


tisfied with one A of the Sum when her 


Paſſion was over; for it was only out of Revenge 

that ſhe had claimed it. I gave her Half a Guinea, 
and promiſed her more, if ſhe would bring me to 
the Spee. 
ten the old Woman in her Favour; ſhe readily 
promiſed to perform both, and next Morning J 


had a Letter left for me at the Tavern; which, 
when I called for, I found directed me to apply to 


the Maſter of a Spunging-houſe in the next Street, 


tor a; Sight of her I wanted, and alſo told me, 

dat he believed I ſhould not have an Opportunity 

20 fee her, if I long delayed my Viſit ; for _ 
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of the ſick Girl, and endeavour to ſof - 


— Wo 


— 


BETTY BARNES. 169 


old Creature, bad as ſne was, began to relent, 


and talked of taking her Home again, when her 


Apprehenſions of the Priſon had frighted her 


enough to make her fear offending her for the 


future. = 3 : 
4 On thisI went to the Houſe you came from, 
and offered the old Woman three Guineas to re- 
ſign her Priſoner to me. This ſhe readily accept- 
ed; for as ſhe imagined the Guinea I had given 


her the Day before was the Price of Lewdneſs, 


ſhe undoubtedly thought me a Cuſtomer worth 


obliging. When I had obtained a Receipt in full, 


] went to the unhappy Woman, who was in a 
Place beyond Conception wretched, On my En- 
trance into the Room, I found her on her Knees 
in an Agony of Grief, by which ſhe was fo entire- 


ly engroſſed, that I advanced very near her before 
ſhe took Notice of my, being there, tho' the Man 


who attended the unhappy in this Houſe of Reſ- 
traint, had, while he was unlocking the Door, 
told her that a- Gentleman wanted her. She made 
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can't be worſe than the Place I am in. If it is, ! 
am ready to go where-ever you pleaſe; for I ſup. 


= poſe that it is your Errand.“ I begged her to be 


calm, for that I was not come to increaſe, brit, as 
far as it was in my Power, to remove her Griefs ; 
and at the ſame Time held out to her the Dif- 
charge I had got from her vile Perfecutor : But 
her Eyes were too full of Tears for her to be able 

to read a Line, and ſhe replied, ſhe did not doubt 
my Authority, and was ready to obey it when! 
pleaſed. So ſtrongly was this unhappy Woman 
prepoſſeſſed that I was come to carry her to Pri- 
ſon, that I had ſome Difficulty to perſuade her 
out of it: However, after I had read to her the 
Receipt, and told her, that I thought myſelf un- 
der great Obligations to her on your Account, ſhe 
began to look on me in a different Light ; but 
ſeemed to be ſhy of talking before the Fellow, who 
liſtened to what I ſaid with the greateſt Greedi- 
neſs. A Trifle purchaſed his Abſence, and ſhe 
then told me, that I had miſplaced my Bounty, 
for ſhe had not ſo much as ſeen the young Wo— 
man, whom ſhe believed J meant; but that ſhe 
durſt not ſay ſo before the Man, for Fear he 


| ſhould tell the wicked Danvers, who would perhaps 


wreck her Spite on Somebody elſe, 
„ ho' I was much diſappointed that I could 
not learn where to find you, I was far from re- 
penting what I had done for her, ſince ſhe appeat- 
ed to deſerve Charity for her Candour, in difown- 
ing a Merit, which ſhe might have pretended to 
without any Danger of Detection. I paid her 
Fees, which were in no Manner of Proportion to 
ber wretched Accommodations; and, after I had 
given her ſome Money to ſupply her preſent Ne- 
ceſſities, and adviſed her to endeavour to 4 * - 
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honeſt Livelihood, I left her; but recolleQting, 
that ſhe muſt periſh in her preſent Diſtreſs, if ſhe 

had not ſome Advice; for her Companion had 
told me her Condition, I returned back juſt as | 
ſhe was coming out of the Officer's and going into 


a a publick Houſe, I made a Sign for her to follow 


me; and on my aſking her ſeveraj Queſtions rela- 
ting to what ſhe deſigned to do, ſhe anſwered me 
with many Tears, Indeed, Sir, I know not: 
But I am reſolyed, if God gives me his Grace, 
never to —_— Courſe of Life that I have 
done, by the Advice of the vile Creature your 

Generoſity has delivered me from. I have but 
one Acquaintance in London, and ſhe is ſick, and I 
believe in the Hoſpital : I am ſure, vile as I have 
been, ſhe will pity me; but it is not in her Pow- 
er to help me.” I then told her, that her firſt 
Care muſt be to get cured, and then perhaps ſhe 
might get a Place; and J promiſed at the ſame 
Time, that if I had Reaſon to believe ſhe conti- 
nued honeſt, I would be till her. Friend; and 
that if ſhe could find any one to make the firſt 

Application, for J did not chuſe to be ſeen in it, I 
would endeavour that ſhe ſhould be carried to a 
Place where ſuch unhappy Creatures as herſelf 
are provided with Food and Phyſick. I told her 
[ would call the next Day at the Houſe where we 
then were, to know if ſhe could make a Friend ; 
but ſhe replied, with much Eagerneſs, that ſhe 

knew Nebody, except the Man of the Houſe 
would be ſo good. On this I ſent for him, and 
telling him the - Caſe, he very readily complied 


with the Propoſal, on my promiſing to pay any 


Expence he ſhould be at; For,” ſays he, „ ſuch. 
poor Folks as I am can't afford to be out of Pock- 
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et, you know; though I ſhould be Glad with all 
my Heart to ſerve the poor Girl; for I remem- 
ber her when firſt ſhe came to that harridan De- 

vil'of Hell, and a pretty tight Girl ſhe was. I am 
ſure my Wife and I both pity'd her; but it was 
| not for us to ſpeak, becauſe ſhe fetches her Drink 
here. And now, Maſter, I muſt be mum ; for 
my Wife mortally hates a Whore, and very likely 
if I am known to ſerve the Girl, I ſhall have an 
old Houſe on my Head.” As I obſerved this Dit- 
courſe: made the poor Creature uneaſy, I put an 
End to it by calling to pay, which was, perhaps, 


the only Sound the Landlord preferred to the Mu- 


ſick of his own Voice. Þ | 
„ In two or three Days after I called at the 
' Houſe, and. found that my talkative Landlord was 
a Man of his Ward ; for the Girl had been taken 
that Day into the Lock.“ On Betty Barnes's aſk- 
ing him what Place that was, he told her it was 
an, Hoſpital filled with unhappy Creatures of both 
| SYexes, who Jaboured under the worſt of Diſtem- 
pers. A Bluſh on the Face of her he was talking 
to, convinced him that ſhe had no need.of further 
Explanation, and he went on. . 
About ſeven Months ago, the Man of the 
Ale-houſe followed me down the Street, and when 
he had got out of Sight of his own Door,. ſtopped 
me and gave me a Letter. This came from the 
Gicl I had relieved, and contained many Expreſſi- 
ons of 'Thankfulneſs ; but ſhe told me.the Reaſon 
of her making bold to write to me, was her be- 
lieving that ſhe could tell me ſomething about the 
young Woman I wanted; if I would let her know 
where to, find me. 1.then aſked.the Man, who 
| Gurl; he told me he thought it would 2 
„ | firſt, 
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firſt, for ſhe had hardly miſſed a Day ſince ſhe had 
given him the Lettet, without calling at his Houſe, 
and that he thought ſhe had a good Place, for ſhe 
appeared very decent. I was pleaſed with her Af- + 
fidaity, and reſolved to waif every Day ſome Time 
at the Houſe, till I ſhould meet her. 


© On my going next Day, the Man told me ſne 


had promiſed to call there that Night. She did 


ſo, and when I ſaw her, ſhe informed me, that 
the Perfon ſhe had mentioned to me as her Friend 
had helped a young Woman to a Place, whom ſhe 


believed to be the Girl I wanted to ſee; for ſhe had 


been in ſome bad Houſe, and had left it ſuddenly ; 
but that ſhe did not know where to find her, as ſhe 
was gone from the Place ſhe had recommended her 
to; but that ſhe had once lived at a Grocer's near 
the Royal Exchange, who, ſhe thought, might poſſi- 
bly know where ſhe was. 20 
„Full of the Hopes of finding you, I ran, or ra- 
ther flew, to the Man I was directed to; but, alas! 
he obſtinately refuſed, to give me any Information ; 


| ſaying, you defired that the Gentleman would not 


ive himſelf any Trouble about you; for it would 


nik Nothing, and, to my great Surprize, offer- 


ed me a Guinea to give to my Friend. It was in 
vain that I told the Man, he was certainly miſ- 
taken ; for he perſiſted in it, that he had ſeen me 
with the Gentleman for whom you had left a Gui- 
nea; and though I went ſeveral Times after this, 
it was ſtill the ſame. The laſt Time I called, the 
Man, with a good Deal of Rudeneſs, defired me 
not to be fo troubleſome ; for that you was in a 
good Place: He called you an honeſt ſober Girl, 
and faid, he believed, all the fine Things that I and 
my Friend could do for you would not make you 
otherwiſe : “ for, * he continued, though 
| | 3 =” 
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it does not become me to give a Gentleman the 
Lie, I am ſure I ſaw you Yeſterday with her laſt 
_ Maſter, . tho? you pretend not to know him,” 

_ © I went away much offended at the Bluntneſs 
of the Shop-keeper, and have not from that Time 
to this been able to recolle& who he can mean; 


for I don't remember tg have been in any Compa- 


ny the Day before, except with a young Fellow 
who married a Relation of my- Mother's, whoſe 
Name is Glenville, is it not?“ returned Betty 
Barnes eagerly. On his acknowledging that ſhe 
was right, ſhe replied, ** Then the Myſtery cf 
the Guinea is eaſily unfolded,” And, on her giv- 
ing him an Account of the whole Affair, he was ſo 
far from being offended at the Repulſe he had re- 
ceived, that it ſtill enhanced his Efteem for his 
charming Miſtreſs. They were juſt entering on 
the Subject that filled both their Hearts, when 
they were obliged to part by the Return of the 
Lady, who had luckily gone that Day to viſit a 
. | 99 

Some Time p | 
ther Opportunity to entertain her dear Lover, 
for ſhe was above Deceit, and ſcorned to purchaſe 
any CatisfaQtion at the Expence of a Lie; howe- 
ver, in her Miſtreſs's Abſence, ſhe again received 
him; but the Uneaſineſs it gave her to be obliged 
to do it by Stealth, and the Meanneſs of acting in 
Fear, determined her to remove to a Place where 
ſhe might have more Liberty. She was extremely 


2 


at a Loſs how to inform her Miſtreſs of her, In- 


tention; for ſhe had uſed her more like a Child 
than a Servant, and the grateful Girl really loved 


her ; but ſhe was quickly relieved from her Em- 


barraſſment by the Ly herſelf giving her Warn- 
ing, and telling her, ſhe had been informed that 


| ſhe entertained Fellows in her Abſence. Betty ex- 
| FT 8 5 
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preſſed her Senſe of the many Favours ſhe was 


obliged to her for, and. reſolved to enquire for a 


Place. 


But leſt my Readers ſhould imagine, that Miſs 
Iſteu found out what was done in her Lodgings 


when ſhe was abroad by any ſupernatural Means, 


I think proper to give them a ſhort Sketch of ſome 
Particulars that were prior to her giving her Maid 
Warning, and which would be too trifling to de- 
ſerve Notice, if they were not remarkable by the 


Effe cts they produced. This I ſhall reſervet or 


the Subje & of the following Chapter. 


tr. v. 


Reconmainded to the Peruſal of all Servants, as con- 
taining the Spirit of Kitchen Converſation. 


HEN firſt Betty Barnes came to her Place, 

before her Miſtreſs knew her enough to 

think her worthy her condeſcending to make her 

her Companion, Want of Society had made her a 

little ſociable with the Servants that belonged to 

the Gentlewoman of the Houſe ; but the low 

mean Artifices ſhe ſaw them praQtiſe, ſoon made 
her weary of her new Aſſociates. ED 

One Day, when the Abſence of her Lady had 

given her a little Leiſure, there was a. Conſultati- 


on among them, about joining for a Regale of 
Tea, when one of the Maids, as if recolleQing 


herſelf, cried out, But what need we ſpend our 
Money? I am ſure we work hard enough for it. 
* I dare ſay Miſs Aſew's Cheſt is eaſily got at, 


_ * and, for my Part, I fee no Harm in the World 


in taking a little Tea for our own drinking: as 
* long as we make no Money of it. Tis what all 
795 | = * Servants 
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* Servants will do.” © Then all Servants will be 
Thieves,“ . replied Betty Barnes, interrupting 
her, © for I ſee no Difference between taking 
People's Goods and their Money,” * Mayhap, 
returned the Girl, when you have been a Ser- 
* vant as long as I have, and have worked early 
and late for a Pack of unthankful Creatures, 
who regard a Servant no more than a Deg, you 
will be of another Mind. Servants would be in 
a fine Condition truly, if they were to he fo 
ſcrupulous as not to take a little Tea, or a Bot- 
tle of Wine either, to entertain a Friend, if it 
fell in their Way. Let who will be ſuch a Fool 
for Moll, IJ am ſure I won't. And yet I think I 
have as much Conſcience and Honeſty too, as 
your Ladyſhip, But it is the ſtill Sow that drinks 
up all the Draught; and I never knew any Body 


in my Life that pretended to be better than 


© other Folks, but, at the long Run, they were 
© found to be worſt.” e OLE EP 5 
This fine Preamble was put an End to by the 
other Maid's ſaying, © Let her alone, Mary, 
vou know ſhe is juſt come out of the Country, 
© ſhe'll grow wiſer in Time, Pl warrant you. I 
© have got ſome in my Caniſter that I brought 
from my laſt Place; for I always crib by little 
© and little, for Fear it ſhould be miſſed; and the 
* Lady I lived with was ſuch a ſneak-noſed Toad, 
that I thought no Sin to cheat her. Though, 
„„ to ſay the Truth, ſhe allowed me fo much a 
© Year to find myſelf in Tea and Sugar? 
This Proof of the ſuperlative Honeſty of thoſe 


ſhe was converfing with, made the aſtoniſhed Girl 


ſoon put an End to the Conference; and not all 
their Perſuaſions could prevail with her to partake 


of 
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of their ill-gotten Junket. She debated within 
herſelf, whether it was not her Duty to inform their 
Miſtreſs of their Want of Conſcience ; but one of 
them affirming that all Servants were guilty, ſhe 
thought, if ſhe troubled her Head about every 


Maid ſhe met with, who acted in the ſame unjuſt 


Manner, ſhe ſhould be in continual Uneafineſs, 
She therefore reſolved to keep herſelf at a greater 
Diſtance, . that ſhe might, as little as poſſible, be 
acquainted with their low ſhuffling Arts; but, as 
ſhe was- fometimes obliged to be in the Kitchen, 
the could not help being privy to ſome Actions 


which offended her Scrupuloſity ; particularly, to 
their giving away all Sorts of Proviſions, under the 


Notion - of broken Vidtuals, to Chare-women, 
Shoe-cleaners, &c. who, in Return for their Kind- 
neſs, did the meaneſt of the Drudgery. She like- 


wife. obſerved, that Candles and Coals paid the 


ſame unwarrantable Tribute. * 1 
Afraid of wounding her Conſcience by the 
Concealment of what ſhe thought extremely un- 


juſt, ſne acquainted her Lady with what ſhe had 
ſeen, though in the gentleſt Manner poſſible; who, 


to her great Surprize, confirmed what the Maid 
had told her, by ſaying, that very few Servants 
made any Scruple- of wronging their Maſters or 
Miftreſſes in ſuch little Things. However, ſome 
Time after, Miſs Aſtew, who was above minding 
what her Landlady's Servants thought of her, told 


the Miſtreſs of. the Houſe of the numerous Reti- 


nue which attended her Kitchen: the Conſequence 
of which was the Diſcharge of the Cook. For. as 
thefe petty Thefts were committed in her Domain, 
the other Maid, though equally guilty, eſcaped: 
„ (EN EH | 
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The firſt Notice ſhe received of the bigh Of. 


fence ſhe had given to the lower Powers, by this 
Act of Juſtice, was from the Brow of a Perſon 
who kept a little Thread-ſhop m the ſame Street, 
where ſhe frequently went to buy Needles, or what 
elſe ſhe wanted in her Way. This Woman, who 
was before all Fawning 1 falle Complaiſance, 


now behaved with the mean Pride of toſſing and 


frowning. This Alteration was immediately ſeen 
by the Girl, who innocently : ſked her, if any 
one had affronted her; for ſhe had not the leaſt 
Suſpicion that ſhe herſelf was the Cauſe of all theſe 
impcrtant Airs: when the Woman replied, “No, 
I can't ſay you have done any Thing to affront me; 
but I muſt needs tell you, young Woman, that! 
think you are very cruel to turn a Servant out of 


her Bread for ſuch a Trifle as giving a poor Body 


a little Victuals. A mighty Matter indeed! ſup- 
poſe you had winked at it; your Folks can afford 
it well enough, though they have not the Heart to 
- do it thetnſelves; and I don't know what would 
become of many a poor Creature, if there- Was 
ſuch Pick-thanks as you in every Houſe.” | 
' The laſt opprobrious Term, which, tho? the 
Gul did not well underſtand, ſhe thought, by the 
Manner of its being ſpoken, was a heinous one, a 
L.ttle warmed her; for I aſſure my Readers, though 
ſhe was naturally good-tempered, ſhe was neither a 
Stock nor a Stoic. 
': he. therefore, anſwered with fome Bitterneſs, 
that ſhe wondered why the Woman who kept the 
Shop ſhould be angry at her informing againſt 


Thieves, if ſhe did not find her Account. in what 


they ſtole. 


This FOE which firuck the deeper, be- 


\ cauſe it was juſt ; for this Woman's Houſe was the 
| Rendezyous 
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Rendezvous of all the Servants in the Neighbour- 
hood who were vile enough not to come empty- 
handed, threw her into the moſt violent Rage; 
ſhe ſtamped, ſhe chattered, ſhe grinned, ſhe foam- 
ed, and her Countenance partook more of the . 
Fury than the Woman. The Girl, made wiſe by 
the horrid Metamorphoſis ſhe beheld in her Neigh- 
bour, ſuppreſſed her own Rage, and prudently left 
her to indulge by herſelf the Pleaſure of ſcolding : 
An Exerciſe that ſhe ſeemed much to delight in, 
and, in which, by frequent Repetition, ſhe was 
become fo great a Proficient, that ſhe conſtantly 
had the laſt Word of every Antagoniſt who was 
weak enough to contend with her, = 
Betty never afterwards went to her Shop; but 
this ſerved rather to increaſe than allay the Fer- 
ment; for though ſhe could not talk to her, ſhe 
took Care to baulk no Opportunity that offered to 
talk againſt her; but as this did not come to her 
Ears, it did her no Manner of Harm, till her hav- 
ing a Lover, or, in vulgar Language, a Sweet- 
heart, provoked the Envy of the Maid who ſtaid 
in the Family. She told the Haberdaſher, as a 
mighty Secret, that Betty, for all her Pride, was 
Fool enough to let a Footman come to ſee her, 
and that it would. be a good Deed for Some- 
body to ſerve her as ſhe had done poor Mary : 
This was the Maid who had been diſcharged. 

The Woman was pleaſed at the Thought of 


having it in her Power to revenge on Betty the Af- 


front ſhe had given her Character; for ſhe was a 
Perſon, who, by often repeating the Words Con- 


ſcience and Honeſty, had brought herſelf and ſome 


others to believe, that her Actions were the Stand- 
ard of Equity and Juſtice: She therefore egged 
e RE WE... 
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the Maid on to give Miſs Aſew an Account of her 
keeping Company with a Man in her Abſence. 

The ungrateful Creature, unmindfu] of her Obli- 
- gation to Betty Barnes, in concealing her own Con- 
feſſion of her pilfering, complied with the requeſt 
of this Virago; and the firſt Time ſhe found Miſs 
Aſtetu alone, told her, that Betty encouraged a 
Lover, of the party- coloured Regiment; adding, 
in a Tone of Friendſhip, * Tis. Pity, Ma'am, 
that ſuch a clever Girl ſhould throw herfelf away 
upon a Skip-kennel. I only tell you out of Good- 
will to her ; becauſe I know ſhell mind what you 
ſay to her, tho? ſhe thinks me not worthy to give 
her Advice.” ie ST | 8155 


- Miſs Aſtew, vexed that the ſhould diſobey her 
. poſitive Commands, when ſhe treated her with ſo 


much . Indulgence in every 1 in the firſt 
Heat of Reſentment gave her V 

been already related; which Betty, who had be- 
fore reſolved to remove to a Place of more Liber- 
ty, immediately accepted: And, tho ſhe loved 
Her Miſtreſs with almoſt a Child-like Affection, 
ſhe would not be prevailed on to ſtay with her any 
longer than while ſhe ſuited herſelf with a Maid: 
For no Conſideration of Advantage was of Import- 
ance enough to compenſate for the Want of her 
Lover's Company. EE OBE 
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CHAP. we. 


In which Betty Barnes: — meets "with 
| ane of ber Fellow-travellers in the _ 2 ber 
| new 1 8 00 4 


HEN Miſs Aftew had hired a Maid, 
Betty Barnes ſought for a Place, and was 
recommended inte the Family of a young Tradef- 
man, whoſe Father was lately dead. When the 
went to be hired, ſhe did not ſee her future Miſ- 
treſs, but made her Agreement with her Siſter as 
the Lady herſelf lay in; but on her firſt Attend- 
' ance in her Chamber, ſhe was agreeably ſurprized 
to find in her the young Woman who had been 
her Fellow traveller, whoſe affecting Interview 
with her Huſband, at their firſt Meeting at the 
Inn, the Reader muſt remember. 
As hen Buſineſs here was only totake Cars of a 
, pretty Boy who ran about, and was the Child 
who had given fo much Offence in the Waggon, 
the pleaſed hei ſelf with the Hopes of being enough 
at Liberty to entertain the dear Engroſſer of her 
Thoughts. The Lady, the firſt Day of her be- 
ing in the Houſe, did not take much Notice of 
her ; but on bringing the Child to her, when her 
ſhe lat up the following Day, ſhe aſked her, 
if ſhe had not lived in fome Fami ly where ſhe 
bad ſeen her; for the was ſure that her Features 
were quite familiar to. her, tho? ſhe could not re- 
collect where ſhe had known her. This Forgetful-- 
neſs. may be well accounted for, if-my Readers re- 
members that Betty had had the Small-pox ſince 
this young Lady had ſeen her, which, tho” it did 
not alter her enough t to cauſe a Lover to "Is. 
* | | er, 
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ber, it might reaſouably be ſuppoſed t to have 
that Effect on a Perſon. who had only ſpent two or 
three Days with her on a Journey 


Betty Barnes, with many Bluſhes, ſaid ſhe be. 


+ lieved ſhe had ſeen her when ſhe was coming out 
of the Country ; but ſhe hoped, that as ſhe had a 
good Character, ſhe ſhould not loſe her Place for 


any Thing that the Gentle woman who came to 


Town with her in the Poſt-chaiſe might have ſaid. 
There needed no more, the Lady inſtantly knew 


her, and told her, ſhe had not the leaſt Cauſe for 


Fear ; for Mrs. Robinſon, whe was nou her moſt 
intimate Acquaintance, had often regretted. that 
ſhe had not let her know where to find her: 
Ihe condeſcending Sweetnels of this Lady made 
the poor Girl rejoice at her own. Happineſs; but 


the. Abſence of her Lover began to diſturb this 


Joy. She had told him, that whenever ſhe remo- 
ved ſhe would leave Word at the honeſt Grocer's 
| where ſhe might be found; yet ſhe had been al- 
moſt a Fortnight in her Place and had not ſeen 
him. What could ſhe think of this Neglect? 


Notwithſtanding all her Endeavours, ber Thoughts 


inceſſantly ran on the perfidious Sumes, and drew 
- injurious Compariſons. 


When her Uneaſineſs was almoſt gteat enough 9 


to render her unfit for her Buſineſs, ſhe; was re- 
lieved, by the Sight of him ſhe ſo. much longed to 
behold ; for, on her being called one Day after 
Dinner to bring Maſter into the Dining- room, ſhe 


caſt her Eyes on the very Man. He was now in 


the Dreſs of a Gentleman, and had with, him the 


ſame Perſon ſhe had ſeen in the Coach. „Her Con- 


fuſion and Tremor made her near letting the 


Child fall, as ſhe advanced towards the old Gen- 


n, who wanted 40 o the ey ; the young 
one 


„ ppt. => nes 
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Heart: at leaſt that was the Conſtruction Betty 


Barnes put on his having them, as it were, rivet- 


ted to the Ground, all the Time ſhe ſtaid in the 
Room; but on her quitting it, he, with a Viva- 
city, which had Nothing in it remarkable in ſo 


young a Man, cried out, © ſtay, I have hardly 


{© looked at the young Rogue: And inſtantly 


followed her into the Entry; for on the firſt Sound 
of his Voice ſhe ſtopped, almoſt without knowing 


that ſhe did ſo. He gave the Child ſeveral hearty 
Kiſſes, caſting a Glance at the ſame Time on her 


who held him, which ſufficiently informed her 


where he had much rather have placed them, and 
with a free eaſy. Air, ſaid, ** 1 fancy, Child, you 
N are a good Nurſe,” At the ſame Time he flip- 
ped into her Hand Half-a-crown and a. Letter. 


The Money was by far the leaſt acceptable, and 


was only given as a Blind to conceal his giving the 
other, if the Action ſhould obſerved by thoſe in 
the Dining-room. On his Return to the Compa- 
ny, he bore, with a-pretty good Grace, the Ral- 
lery of almoſt every one in it, on his being ſo de- 
mure before Folks, and ſo alert when he had got a 


Girl in a Corner. His being fond of the Child, 
for the Sake of the Nurſe, was by no Means to be 


forgot on this Occaſion, and perhaps was never 
better applied.” This Mirth led to the Miſtreſs's 
ſpeaking of her new Servant, which ſhe did in 
fuch Terms as made the. enraptured Lover ready 


to kiſs her too; but he was obliged to conceal his 


Satisfaction, and with ſeeming Indifference, to liſ- 
ten to the Detail the Lady gave of her firſt Meet- 
ing with the Girl, and of the Uneaſineſs Mrs. Ro- 


Nn 
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one ſeemed as if he durſt not lift up his Eyes, for 
Fear they ſhould betray the Sentiments of his 


binſen 
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Majes had enpreſſed at ber not having told ber 


where ſhe lived: She added, that ſoon after they 


came to Town, they enquired at the Inn where 
the Waggon put up, and were told that Betty 
had got a Place ;. the Reaſon of their calling was, 
that ſhe herſelf at that Time wanted a Servant, 
and tho* Mrs. Robinfon-faithfully told her her Suſ- 
picions of Betty's having come away from her Re- 


lations without their Knowledge, and that per- 


haps ſhe might have brought one more than her- 
ſelf to Town, that would in a few Months make 
its Appearance, ſhe was ſo ſtrongly prepoſſeſſed in 


her Favour, by the native Modeſty of her Look, 


and the Simplicity of her whole Behaviour, that 


ſhe had reſolved to take her, tho? ſhe ſhould not 
be happy enough to have found her Friend, and 
conſequently, would have no one to recommend. 
ber. And I am fure,” continued the Lady, 


% Mrs. Robinſon. when ſhe comes to Town is good- 


natured enough to be glad, that for once ſhe has. 


3 


loſt her Sagacity.“ 


During this Converſation Betty Baviies was em- 
played in reading, and re- reading her Epiſtle; 


which I am not abſolutely ſure ſhe did not preſs to 


ber Boſom and her Lips: tho? this was a Seeret, 
that the Delicacy of her Sentiments and her Ser, 
would never let her acknowledge; and it was not 


till ſome Time after ſhe had received it, that J 


myſelf, intimate as I am with her, could get a. 
Sight of it: But as I think it will be moft accept- 
able to my Readers at the Time of her having it, 


. ſhall give it them in the next Chapter. 125 ; 1D. 
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Betty's Loder explain: the Reaſon of His Abſence, 
and offers to maintain her without Seruitude, which 


be rejetts. © 


Hk Letter which I promiſed my Readers 
in the foregoing Chapter, and which was 


thus: 
* ; 
© Deareſt Creature! 1 


95 H O 1 was extremely pleaſed at hearin 2 


© | you were removed from a Place where 


* 

could not have the Delight of ſeeing you, and of 
* telling you, how dear, how very dear you are to 
my fond Heart; yet my Satisfaction was but of 

' ſhort Continuance, when I found that you were 
© gone to the Houfe of an intimate Friend. Tam 
* obliged, worthy as I think you, to conceal my 
* Paſſion, as your preſent Maſter is in great Fa- 

* vour. with my Mother, whoſe Eaſe and Happi- 
© neſs is full as dear to me as my own. The 
* Pread J am under of having from her an In- 
junction that muſt ſeparate us, gives me ex- 
* treme Pain, ſince Gratitude, Affection, and 
Duty, Claims which an honeſt Man muſt for 
* ever think ſacred, forbid my diſobeying her. It 
* is poſſible, my lovely Girl will think I talk - 
more like a good Son than a tender Lover; but 


have uncommon Obligations to this dear Pa- 


* rent, Oh, that I could perſuade you to accept 
© of fuch a Proviſſon, as would keep me fram 


theſe dreadful Alarms! Do not, my Charmer, 


do 
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do not wrong an Affe Gion which is as pure as 


it is ardent, by a Suſpicion that this is a Deſign 
to entrap your Innocence. I would venture my 


-- Life to preſerve you chaſte, if you were in Dan- 


ger; for betraying heedleſs Beauty is among the 


Things I dare not do, ſince I am unfaſhionable 
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enough to believe that I have a Creator, and to 
tremble at his Wrath. I am at preſent far 
from independant; but have it in my Power to 


maintain my dear Girl above mere Neceſſaries; 
and in what Manner can lay out the Bounty of 


Providence more acceptably to the gracious Do- 
nor, than in giving Happineſs to the moſt lovely 
of his Works ? Beſides, my Dear, it 1s really 
promoting my own Happineſs, ſince Nothing can 
render my Felicity compleat, but an Aſſurance 
that yours is ſo too; However, if I cannot pre- 
vail upon you to accept what I offer, I muſt in- 
fiſt on your removing to ſome other Place ; for 
it is impoſſible for me to ſee you there, without 
being known. I intreat you to let me fee you 
at your Friend's. the Grocer's ſome. Day next 
Week, and I will call at your Maſter's to give 


you an Opportunity to appoint the Time. 


his I can do without Suſpicion, as he and! 
have been Schaol-fellaws and Companions from 
our Childhood, | 5 


I am, my charming Betſy 
affectionate Lover, and ſincereſt 
© Friend, | f 


| Betty felt the moſt refined Delight at reading 


this Letter, which to her appeared to breathe 


Nothing 


a 
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Nothing but Sincerity, and Love; but the latter 


Part greatly embarraſſed her. The Propoſal of 


living at her Lover's Expence before ſhe was his 
Wife, ſhe inſtantly rejected, as highly inconſiſtent 
with Prudence, tho? ſhe did not find any Inclination 
to be offended at the Offer, How to leave her 
Place was now her principal Care, and tho' it em- 
ployed almoſt all her Thoughts, ſhe was quite at 
a Loſs what Method to take. When Mr, Marſhall 
payed another Viſit to her Maſter, ſhe could only 
ind an Opportunity to ſay to him ſoftly as he paſ- 


ſed her, and ſeem'd to take Notice of the Child, 
On Swnday, Sir.“ This Hint was enough for the 


watchful Lover; and he did not fail to meet her; 


but as ſhe had. obtained Leave to be abſent the 


whole Afternoon, which Mr. Marſball did not ima- 


gine, ſhe was at the friendly Grocer's a full Hour 


before him. This Man very honeſtly warned her 
of the Danger ſhe would expoſe herſelf to, by giv-. - 
ing her Company, to any one, let his Appearance 
be what it would, except ſhe had Reaſon to believe 


that his Deſigns were honeſt, This plain man had 


not admitted the Word Hoxous into his Vocu- 
bulary, tho? he felt its Dictates, but he had met 
with ſo many Diſappointments from thoſe who are 
called Gentlemen of Honour, that he deteſted the 
very Sound. : = REEFS | 

The Girl took her Friend's Admonitions in good 


| Part, and promiſed to adhere to his Rules, but 


5 as to the Gentleman I expect here,” ſays ſhe, 


I have been in his Company before I came out 
of the Country, and I am ſure he has no Deſigns 


* that I have Reaſon to be afraid of. He is, I 
© verily believe, a very ſober Man.“ That may 
be, replied the Grocer, * I have known many 
© a ſober Whore-maſter before now, and the "_ ; 
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© of it is, they ſeldorg grow better while they have 


c Money and Health to be wicked.” 

This Diſcourſe, which made Betty Barnes very 
uneaſy, was put an End to by the coming of 
him who was the Subject of it, tho” he was far 
from deſerving this Cenfure. 'T he Traces of her 
Vexation were ſtill in her C6uritenance tho? his 

Prefence had given her a Fluſh of Joy. This did 
not eſcape him, for Love is a great Help to the 
Apprehenfions in every Thing that regards thoſe 
who are dear to us. He, with great Tenderneſs, 
| aſked her the Cauſe of her looking out of Humour, 
and ſaid with a Smile, I almoſt hope, my dear 
Betty thought me long, but I did not imagine I 
© ſhould be happy enough to meet you ſo oon. 
8 I have been here this Hour, ſhe replied with a 


5 Bluſh, but that, Sir, was not the Reaſon of my 


115 looking dull; my Friend has been reading me 
| © ſuch a Lecture on the Imprudence of meeting 


Men, that I am reſolved never to be again guil- 
© tyof the Folly.“ Mr. Marſball did all in his Pow- 
er to vanquiſh her Reſolution, and her Heart took 


his Part too much for her to remain fteddy, When 
he had gained this Point, and ſhe had promiſed to 
fee him, they talked about her coming from her 


* preſent Lady; but they could hit upon no Scheme 


that would eſcape Suſpicion, and therefore deter- 


mined to wait a little till ſomething happened that 
might facilitate the Deſign. This Betty Barnes 
| was the rather inclined to, as ſhe wiſhed to fee Mrs. 


Robinſon who was now in the Country. 
The Reſtraint ſhe was obliged to 6hlerve, in 


regard to her Lover, was far from being agreea- 
ble; but as ſhe had often the Pleafure of ſeeing 


Him when he came to viſit her maſter, and had 
Ge — Reaſon to be ſatisfied with his Beha- 


viour 


„ #\ 
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viour whenever they had an Opportunity of being 
together, ſhe grew a little reconciled to her Situa- 


tion: when an unexpected Incident made her re- 
ſume her Reſolution of leaving her Place. 


CHAP. VIII. 


1 ber Superior. 

; NE Day, when Betty had obtained her Miſ- 
treſs's Leave to be abſent, and was ſpending 

the delightful Moments in the Company of her 

dear Mr. Marſball, ſhe was inquired for by a Gen- 


tleman in deep Mourning. On her coming Home, 
ſhe was told of this new Viſitant, but had not the 
leaſt Notion who it could be; however, ſhe was 


not kept long in Suſpence; for the next Day ſhe 
was again aſked for, and on her going down, ſhe 
found it to be Mr. Glanville, the Gentleman who 
had been her former Maſter, and who had made 


her the.diſhonourable Propoſal of a private Settle- 


55 As foon as The ſaw him , ſhe, without any Cere- : 
mony, begged him to deſiſt from perſecuting her, 


and to let her remain in a Station which ſhe pre- 
ferred to the utmoſt Splendour, when it was to 
be accompanied with Guyt, He then told her, 
that he had it now in his Power to make her an 
Offer which ſhe might acceept, conſiſtent with the 


moſt ſcrupulous Virtue, ſince he had lately buried 


his Wife, and ſhould think himſelf the happieſt of 
Men, if ſhe would permit him to place her in a 


Station more ſuitable to her Merit and her Charms. 


Flattering as this Diſcourſe was, ſnhe remained 


inflexibly ſtrddy to ber feſt Attachment 3 but ab he 


had 
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| had how a different Appearance from the brutal Se- 
ducer ſhe had always thought him, ſhe very civilly 
thanked him for the Honour he deſigned her, and 


told him with a Bluſh, that ſhe had, at preſent, no 


Thoughts of a married Life, and that the greateſt 
Favour he could do her, would be to leave her to 


enjoy the Happineſs of her preſent Station. And 


to ſee you,” replied Mr. Glanville haſtily, © be- 
„ come the Wife of a Footman ; a Fellow who 
© will never be ſenfible of Half his own Happineſs, 
© or your Merit.“ Sir,“ returned Betty Barnes, 
© Ido aſſure you, I ſhall never think of marrying 
ſuch a one, nor do believe that any ſuch would 
© have me, if I would” „ No! for what then do 
vou keep him Company? wasreplied in a perfect 


Fret. To this ſhe very calmly anſwered, that as ſhe. 


was not now his Servant, ſhe did not demand an 
Account of her Conduct; and then told him, that 
ſhe ſhould be wanted. | | 


As this meant no other than that ſhe was weary 


of his Viſit, he took his Leave, muttering as he 
went out, that this Cane ſhould curb the Inſolence 
of the Fellow. Ee IN 
- The next 'Time ſhe had an Interview with her 
Lover, ſhe told him the whole Aﬀair. He ſeemed 
quite ſtunned when ſhe mentioned his Couſin's of- 
fering to make her his Wife; for tho' he had in 
Proſpect a much larger Fortune than this Gentle- 
man, yet he was not, like him, independant. Bet- 


ty ſaw, and for a few Moments triumphed in, his 
Pain; however as ſhe had but a very little of the 


Coquette in her Diſpoſition, ſhe quickly relieved 
his Anxiety, by aſſuring him, that ſhe was abfo- 


lutely determined to accept of no Man merely on 
Aecount of his Wealth; and that Mr. Glanville 


ſhould be the laſt Man ſhe ſhould chuſe, © Oh, 


have 
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my Dear!” replied the tranſported Lover, you 
© have now given Eaſe to my throbbing Heart; 
« but, my charming Girl, forgive a Lover's Fears, 
* when I tell you, that I can't be ealy while you 
© are expoſed to the ' Addreſſes of this Man, 1 
* know by myſelf, that nothing will hinder his 
* ſeeing vou, if he knows where you are. I would 
© to God I had it in my Power, conſiſtent with 
© my Obligations to the beſt of Parents, to make 
© you mine. I have great Hopes my Perſeverance 
* will, one Time or other, have that Effect; but 
in the mean Time, it is almoſt Death to think 
* of your being prevailed upon to become ano- 
* ther's. Why will you not let me provide for 
you? why will you be cruel enough to refuſe me 
* the extatic Pleaſure of contributing to the Hap- 
* pineſs of her I love? : 6 
But all his Arguments on this Head were with- 
out Effect, for ſhe reſolved never to be dependent 
on her Lover, till the Laws of God and Man gave 
her a Right to his Fortune and Protection. Not 
that ſhe dreaded his making an ill Uſe of . this De- 
pendance; for he had by this Time all her Confi- 
dence ; but as ſhe hoped to be his Wife, ſhe would 
not do any Thing that would hurt her Character, 
and conſequently his H6nour, when ſhe ſhould be- 
come ſuch; and as ſhe had no Relations of her own, 
ſhe wiſely reſolved to act in ſuch a Manner, as 
might give her Hopes of feeling the delightful 
Senſation of relative Endearments from thoſe who 
were allied to hm, + ee 
1 could heartily wiſh that my fair Country-wo- 
men had this laſt Deſign more at Heart. Nothing, 
but its being ſo extremely common, can hinder our 
being ſurprized, when we ſee a virtuous Woman 
inveigh with the greateſt Bitterneſs againſt the ve- 
76 5 2 
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y Perſon to whom her Huſband owes his Being : 


or at hearing a fond Mother expatiate with much 
ſeeming Delight, on the little Foibles and Follies 


of the boſom Companion of her darling Son. The 


Behaviour of Mother and Daughter-in-law, in 
moſt Families, has a greater Reſemblance to that 
of two contending Rivals, who depreciate each 
other, to advance their own Merit by the Con- 
traſt, than of the Tenderneſs and Duty of Parent 
and Child. 

But though Betty would not comply with this 
Requeſt, ſhe agreed with her Lover, that Mr. 
Glamills s coming might ſerve as an Excuſe for her 


leaving the Houſe-of his Friend, and determined 


to mention it to her Miſtreſs * ſhe came 


| Home. 


On her Ren, ſhe N Mrs. Robinſon with 


ber Lady, who I ought to have told my Readers 


had been ſome Time in Landon, and had expreſſed 
great Good-will to Betty Barnes, whom ſhe knew 


at firſt Sight. It was before her, that ſhe deſired 


her Mrſtreſs to ſuit herſelf with a Servant; for 


| tho? the had no Cauſe for Complaint, ſhe muſt be 


obliged to leave her, ſince ſhe could not live at 
ſe for the Perfecations of a Maſter ſhe had once 


lived with. Mrs, Robinſon, with a Freedom natu- 


ral to her, aſked the Girl, what were the Objec- 
tions. ſhe had to him, as ſhe ſuppoſed he was in bet- 


ter Circumſtances than ſhe could reaſonably ex- 
pet. To this ſhe replied with all the Dignity of 
conſcious Virtue, ** He, by a baſe Propoſal, has 
ſunk _ himſelf lower. in my Eſteem than an honeſt 
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tions. Though,” faid ſhe, © I imagine a 


ſprightly young Fellow, whom you happened to 
like. would melt all theſe prudent. Reſolutions; 


for I don't take you, Betty, to have much of the 


Prude in your Conſtitution.“ 
This Remark, which was quite juſt, ſpread 3 a 


Bluſh over the Girl's Face, and ſhe made no other 


Anſwer than a Sigh, which was the Conſequence 


of a ſecret Wiſh, that Mr. Marſball was in her 

Maſter Glanville's Situation, and had made her the 
ſame Offer. The diſcerning Mrs. Robinſon had ob- 
ferved ſoinething particular in the down-caſt Looks 
and Silence of Mr. Marſba/l, whenever Betty was 


preſent; but had concealed her Thoughts from her 
Friend, till ſhe ſhould be more confirmed in her 
Suſpicions: Betty's Behaviour about Mr. Guville 
ſtrengthened her Surmiſe ; for ſhe imagined. that 
nothing but her being prepoſſeſſed in Favour. of 
another could have made her ſo blind to her own 
Intereſt, as to refuſe being the Wife of a reputa- 
ble Tradeſman, merely becauſe he had once en- 
deavoured to have 2 diſhonourable Terms; 

and I imagine whatever Turn Betty gave to the 
Affair, had not Mr. Marſball been in the Way, 
ſhe would have eaſily overcome all her Difficulties, 


in regard to his former Propoſal. Not that I think 


ſhe aſſerted any Thing contrary to Truth, but that 


the preſent Diſpoſition of her Mind, in Favour of 


another, made every Fault in bim appear with 
double Magnitude. So have I ſeen a Lady plume 


herſelf on her immaculate Chaſtity, for no other 


Reaſon, but becauſe ſhe has denied the Favour to 


a Man ſhe hated, | tho? her Averſion to his Perſop - 


was never. brought into the Account, It was, to 
r K be 
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Mrs. Robinſon ſmiled at this Piece of Heroiſm, | 
and perfectly agreed that ſhe was right in her No- 
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be ſure, her innate Love of Purity, that enabled 
her to eſcape the Snare, and ſhe has perſuaded her- 
ſelf, and perhaps a few others, to believe, that it 
was not in the Power of the whole Sex to batter 
down- the impregnable Fortreſs of her Virtue; 
when lo! a Man whom ſhe happened to like, has, 
in a few Months, or Weeks, deſtroyed the mighty 


Fabrick. 1 would fain prevail with the Ladies ne- 


ver to call that a Temptation where the Affection 
does not take the Part of the Tempter; for me- 
thinks it is a Diſparagement to the lovely Sex, to 
believe them liable to be deluded from any other 
Motive; but from that charming Softneſs that has 
ſo well fitted them to make the iron Cares of Life 
ſit eaſy. | | 


CHAP: IX. 


Mrs. Robinſon gives Betty ſome wholeſome Advice, 
43nd @ Perſon is introduced, with wham the Reader 
; will ſhortly be better acquainted, 195 
M R S. Robinſon kept her Suſpicion of Betty 
| Barnes to herſelf, till by her being ſent on 

ſome Errand to her from her Lady, ſhe had an 
Opportunity to ſpeak to her without. Witneſſes, 

.. Accordingly ſhe ſeized the firſt Occaſion of this 

Kind that offered, and then told her, that ſhe fan- 
cied ſhe could gueſs the Reaſon of her wanting to 
quit her Place; for if ſhe was not much miſtaken, 

Mr. Marſhall had found the Way to her Heart. 
& Nay,” ſhe continued, at ſeeing her bluſh/and 
lock confuſed, *©* I don't want, Betty, to pry into 
this Affair, with a Deſign to hurt you. I ſhall not 
ſpeak of it to your Miſtreſs, if you deſire ſhe may 
not know it: For if the yonng Gentleman means 
Lo. 1 bonourably, 


* 
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honourably, I am too much your Friend to hinder 
your Advancement: But you are young, and un- 


| acquainted with the World, and I think I owe you 


a friendly Caution, to make you Amends for the un- 


juſt Suſpicions I formerly had of your Conduct.“ 


Betty, encouraged by the eaſy Famiharity with 


| which this was ſpoken, owned that ſhe had ſeen 


Mr. Marſball at the Inn the Day after 155 was left 
on the Road; and, in ſhort, Mrs. Robinſon drew 
from her, by little and little, an Account of the 
whole Amour, | 
If ever Curiofity 1s Exchlable. it is in this hu- 
mane Woman, ſince ſhe never makes an ill Uſe of 
the Secrets ſhe learns, but employs her utmoſt Art 


| to render happy all ſhe knows. 


From the Account Betty gave of the Behaviour 
of her Lover, ſhe ſaw the greateſt Reaſon to be- 
lieve that his Affection was deeply rooted, and that 
he would act with Honour, She highly commend- 
ed her for her Reſolution in not accepting a Main- 


tenance from him, and perſuaded her to perſevere 


in it.“ I have” faid ſhe, © very little Knowledge 
of his Mother, but I have heard, that ſhe is ex- 
ceſſively fond of her Son, who, it is thought, will 
be his Grandfather's Heir, and is in Expectation 


of a handſome Fortune from a Relation of his Fa- 


ther's. But, dear Betty, let not theſe diſtant 
Views make you forget what you owe to yourſelf: 
Ten thouſand Accidents may happen; or one un- 


guarded Hour may deſtroy all your Schemes of fu- 


ture Happineſs. Don't be too confident of your- 


ſelf: for an over-weening Opinion of our--own; 


power to repel Temptation, has ruined more Wo- 
men than the united Stratagems of the Men could 
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meaneſt Wretch that aſks a Charity is happier.“ 
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Beity thanked her in Terms of Gratitude for her 0 


friendly Advice, and the good · natured Mrs. Robin- 
ſon promiſed to endeavour to reconcile her Lady to 
the Parting with her, without betraying her Se- 


cret, and, if ſhe could do it, with the Approbati- 


on of her Friend, to help her to a Place. 


7 | While ſhe was returning her Acknowledgments 
for this freſh Profeſſion of Kindneſs there came a 


young Lady to ſee Mrs. Robinſon, whoſe Face bore 


the moſt lively Marks of pungent Sorrow; She, 


unmindful of Betty, who ſtood by her, as ſhe had 
riſen from her Seat at her entering the Room, 


Aung herſelf into a Chair, and in the Violence of 

* _ Grief ciied out, © He is dead, and I am ruined,” 
Mrs. Robinſon made a Sign for Betty to go out of 
the Room; this ſhe underſtood, and as ſhe had not 
received an Anſwer to her Meſſage, waited in the 
Kitchen till the Lady was gone. On her being 
called to Mrs. Robin ſon, ſhe found ſhe had been 


ſympathizing with the poor Lady who had juſt left 


her, for her Face was wet with Tears, and ſhe had 

loſt all her natural Vivacity. Tho' ſhe would have 

been extremely glad to have heard her Story, the 
Difference of their Station made her repreſs her 


Curioſity ; but Mrs, Robinſon, having a little reco- 
vered herſelf, ordered her. to fit down, and then 


5) faid, © Yeu remember that I was adviſing you not 


to be too much elated with your preſent ProſpeQs, 
and to be careful of truſting too much to yourſelf, 


when this poor young Creature came in. I really 


think I can't do you a greater Piece of Service, than 


to give you a little Sketch of her Hiſtory. It is 


not above a Month ago ſince ſhe was, like you, in 


the higheſt Hopes of living in a State of Affluence 
with the Man ſhe loved, and now, I believe, the 
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The Story of an unhappy young Lady, which, if read 
in Connection with the foregoing Chapter, will nei- 
ther be found impertinent, nor ill placed. 


« FF\VHIS Lady's Father, who is a diſtant 
1 Relation of mine, continued Mrs. Re- 
binſon, © has by his Induſtry gained a handſome 
Fortune, and as ſhe is his only Child, 'in order to 
render her happy, he was contented to give a large 
Share of his Wealth with her to the Son of a 
Wholeſale Trader. Fhis Gentleman was imagin- 
ed greatly above her, on Account of the immenſe 
Riches of his Father ; but as he liked her, the old 
Man conſented, on Condition that my Couſin 
would advance a little in Point of Fortune, This 
the fond Father agreed to, and the young Couple 
thought themſelves near the Fruition of all their 
_ Wiſhes. The Day was appointed for their Mar- 
riage, and the two old Men fixed upon a neigh- 
douring Tavern to ſign the Writings, The Lo- 
vers, raiſed by their Paſſion above ſuch low Conſi- 
derations, choſe to ſpend the Day together at my 
Couſin's Country Honſe. There the Youth, pre- 
fuming on his being ſo ſoon to have a Right to all 
he ſhould aſk, treated his Miſtreſs with more Free- 
dom than ſhe hau Reaſon to expect from his former 
Reſerve* She wys greatly offended, and reproved 
him ſharply for his Want of Delicacy, The mor- 
tified Lover ſeemed thoroughly ſenſible of the 
Imprudence of his Behaviour: This Humiliation | 
made Way for a Reconcilement, and this Recon- 
cilement, as I believe is very often the Caſe, for 
ag ee ogy ©, future 
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future Offences. In ſhort, (for I don't think 


Scenes of this Kind at all proper todwell on, when 
we would promote the Cauſe of Virtue) my poor 
Couſin was weak enough, half perſuaded by her 

dove Senſbility, and half by his Arguments, that 


it muſt be a Union of Hearts, and not a Prieſt, 
that could make a Marriage, permitted him to take 


all the Liberties of a Huſband. But, alas! ſhe 
had ſoon Reaſon to repent her Folly, notwithſtand- 


ing the Affection and Probity of her Lover. In their 
Return to Town they ordered the Coach to ſtop 
at the Tavern where they expected to find their 
Fathers, in Hopcs, as the young Gentleman told 
his Miſtreſs, that their Preſence would diſperſe the 
Gloom he beheld ſpread on her Countenance, which 


was undoubtedly cauſed by her Reflections on her 


imprude nt Cor deſcenſion. They were informed 


by a Perſon at the Bar, that the two old Gentle- 


men had been there ; but that they had quarrelled, 


and had parted in great Anger. This News, you | 


may be ſure, gave the poor young Lady terrible 


Apprehenſions, and it was hardly in the Power of 
the moſt ſolemn Vows of eternal Fidelity to calm 


„On her coming Home, her Father received 
her with his uſual Tenderneſs ; but, little imagin- 


ing what had paſſed, inſiſted on her thinking no 


more of the Son of a Man who had uſed. him fo 
unworthily. He told her, that on their talking 
about Settlements, her Lover's Father refuſed to. 
make any, except he ſhould he willing to oblige 
himſelf to leave his Son full and ſole Heir to all he 
was. worth.” Now, my Dear,” continued my 
Covufin, © tho' I have not the leaſt Doubt 
about your future, Behaviour, yet I ſhould be 


very. toth to tie myſelf to ſuch Articles as might poſ- 


ſibly 


W 
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ſibly be a Temptation to you, influenced by your 
Huſband or his Relations, to wiſh my Death; be- 
ſides, you know, I have Relations, who in Caſe 

of your Mortality have, if you leave no Children, 
a much greater Right, and far more Need of what 
I poſſeſs, than the purſe- proud Fellow whom I 
now think unworthy of having you for his Daugh= 
ter- in- Law. ; ER 
As my young Couſin found her Father in no 
Humdur to be reaſoned with, ſhe prudently made 
no other Reply, than a ſhort Vindication of her 
Lover, by aſſuring him, that he was not guilty of 
the ſame mercenary Views as his Father, To this 
the old Gentleman readily aſſented; but anſwered, 
that a conſiderable Part of the Wife's Happineſs 
depended on the good Diſpoſitions of the Huſband's 
Relations, fince nothing can more endear Felicity 
to a ſenſible Mind, than its being beſtowed on us by 
them we love, or thoſe who are near to them by 
Nature or Affection.“ | EE: 
After the poer Creature had ſpent the Night 
in reſtleſs Anxiety, ſhe received a ſhort Note, which 
informed her, that her Lover was confined to his 
Bed in a high Fever. This the young Gentleman 
had got a Friend to write, for he was both too ill, 
and too cloſely. watched to de it himſelf. Almoſt 
wild with Deſpair at this News, ſhe brought her 
Father to permit her to viſit her Lover, which af- 
ter much Intreaty, he conſented to; but the inhu- 
mane Brute, who was to have been that very Day : 
ſennight her Father, refuſed her Admittance, tho', 
forgetful of the Affront ſhe had received, ſhe beg- 
ed it with Tears.” . | | 
. * She ſpent this and the two following Days in 
all the Horrors of a Deſpair, more eaſily to be ima- 
1 5 gined 


| ao _ The ˙ . of 

gined than deſcribed. At laſt; the Fear of loſing 
his only Son, ſoftened this obdurate Wretch, and 
fe was brought to the Bed of her almoſt dying Lo- 
ver, in a Condition not far removed from his own. 
From him ſhe learnt, for he was now in his per- 
fe& Senſes, that his Fears for her were the Cauſe 
of his Ilineſs, and that his Father had commanded 
him, on Pain of his eternal Curſe, to think of her 
no more. But,“ ſays the faithful Youth, © tho? 
I would do all that is lawfully in my Power to 
obey my Father, yet, my deareſt Wife, for ſuch 
you certainly are, if Heaven ſpares my Life, you 
fhall find that I will brave Poverty and Want, or 
what I think infinitely worſe, a Parent's Curſe, to 
do you Juſtice.” „„ | | 
My poor Couſin had no Words to anſwer this 
 Tendernets, but he was ſufficiently informed of her 

Senfibility, by the Profuſion of her Sobs and Tears. 
„As the. Phyſicians, at their next Viſit, found 
their Patient rather worfe than otherwiſe, my Cou- 
ſin was again refuſed to ſee him, on Pretence, that 
the Doctors had ordered that he muſt be kept 
quiet, and ſhe paſſed three tedious Days in the moſt 

cruel Anguiſh and Suſpence. ie 
At laſt the young Gentteman's Mother pre- 
vailed with the rough Father, to ſuffer her to ſee 
him once more; for by this Time the Phyſicians 
themſelves deſpaired of his Recovery. This Inter- 
view, notwithſtanding their Predictions, feemed 
to be attended with very happy Effects, and the 
ſick Yeuth was in a fair Way of doing well, when 
the unaccountable Caprice of His Father reduced 
him again to Extremity. He, in Compliance with 
the Advice of the Doctors, carried his Son into 
the Country; but as if he had a Mind to 1 | 
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all the Benefit he might receive from the Air, he 
was eternally teazing him about my Couſin ;; 


threatening him with Ruin, if he thought on her 


as a Wife ; abuſing her Father, and even ſhe her- 


If, for her Condeſcenſion in coming to his Houle ; 
tho perhaps it was to that Condeſcenſion that he 
owed the preſent Hopes of his Son's Life. 


This Conduct, tho? it did not cauſe an in- 


ſtantaneous Alteration, preyed on his Spirits by 
flow Degrees, and, as it were, fretted away Life. 


In leſs than three Weeks Time he was brought to 
Town in as much Danger from a gallopping Con- 


ſumption, as he Had been | in before from a malig- 


nant Fever. 80 
The fair Phyſician was again applied' to ; 


but, alas, he was too far gone to admit of a Cure. 
from any Hand but that of. Death. She attended 
him with all the affectionate Duty of a Wife, 

for eight Days, and, I believe, has not been in 
Bed in all that Time ; yet the barbarous Father- 
has been cruel enough to reproach her, as the Cauſe. 
of his Son's Death, even while ſhe was, in all the 
Agony of Grief, weeping over his Corpſe ; but 
what greatly enhances her Aſflition-i is, * ſhe 
very much fears ſhe is with Child. 
„ T ſhall leave you, Betty, continued: Mrs. * 
bin ſon, to make a ſuitable E eg, of this af- 
fectigg Story; and, Fhope, I need not caution” 
you to be careful of my Couſin's Secret, fince you 


know I can make a Return, i6 you abuſe my Con- 


ficlence.“ : 
Betty Barnes, as well as ſhe*could for crying, 


for ſhe had ſmcerely ſympathized with the unkap- 


Py young Lady, thanked” Mrs. Robinſon for her: 
Advice and Confidence, and, after having receiv- | 


ed. her SO took her Leave. 
1 8 K 5 | CHA p. 
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Betty gets a new Place. Some Account ber Maffer 
other Matters equally curious and important. 


ARS. Robinſon, on her next Viſit to her 

VI Friend, pleaded Be/ty's Cauſe ſo effectually, 
that her. Miſtreſs, tho' extremely loth to part 
with her, conſented that ſhe ſhould endeavour to. 
help her to a Place; and ſhe was, by her Intereſt, 
recommended into the Family of a Gentleman, 
who had been Captain of a Man of War, and was 
J TT RS 
In, this Houſe the had the greateſt ProſpeQ of 
Liberty; for her Miſtreſs was one of thaſe Ladies 
who look on Home as a Kind of Prifen, except they. 
are ſurrounded with Viſuants of  asthoughtleſs a 


4 Diſpoſition, as themſelves. This was, the Charac- 


ter Mrs. Rabinſon gave of hes to Betty, and, indeed, 
this was all ſhe knew; for ſhe was not her inti- 
mate Acquaintance, but ſhe had often ſeen, her at 
— +a who. was. a: Woman. of the ſame. 
tamp. 5 | WY 
This was indeed the Houſe of Jollity, i boiſ- 
terous. Mirth could be called ſo, and nothing 
could equal the Girl's Surprize, when ſhe beheld 
the Maſter of this merry Family. She was ordered 
" by her laughing Lady, to carry the Captain's Din- 
ner up to his Room, and was ſhewn the Way by 
a little Boy, who. was kept out of an Oftentation 
of Charity. She found him in a tattered Night- 
gown, bare-headed and without Stockings: He 
ſtared at her with a Wildneſs in his Looks that 


7 per fe aly {rightened her, and ſhe was almoſt ready «7 
- — ö 2 'F. to. 
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to run back, without performing her Errand 4 


when the Child ſaid, You need “ not be 


“ frightened, Sir will do you no Harm; tho? he 
“ is mad; you ſhall ſee I an't afraid of him,” He 


immediately went to him, 'the-poor Gentleman 


ſtroaked the Boy, and ſat down to his lonely Din- 
ner, with the greateſt Compoſure. Betty was 


ſoon called down, and the unhappy Man was 


without Attendant or Companion, except juſt at 


his Meals, while his unfeeling Wife was diſſipating 


his Subſtance in Luxury and Mirth. A Woman 


of this: Caſt, could never make herſelf beloved by 


a a Perſon who had the Delicacy of Sentiment that 
our Girl was bleſt with; but the many Opportu- 
nities ſhe here enjoyed of being happy with her 
dear Mr. Marſball, compenſated, in a great Mea- 


ſure, for the ReluQance ſhe felt at giving her At- 
tendance, where, in her Heart ſhe deſpiſed the 


Perfon. Yet ſhe kept the bad Opinion ſhe had: © 

conceived of her Miftreſs entirely to herſelf; for 
ſhe thought however ſhe-difliked her, while ſhe - 
was her Servant, it was ſome Part of her Duty to 


conceal her Faults, Her Lover, hid under the 


Diſguiſe of a Livery, was well known to the other 
Servants by the Name of William, and Betty was 
looked upon as luſtily promiſed. This kept her 
from the impertinent addreſſes of their own Foot- - 
man, who in his Heart curſed the ſpruce Fellow, 
as che called him, for being before-hand with him 
in his Addreſſes to fo pretty a Girl. The Hopes of 
ſome future Change of Circumſtances, enabled 
her to bear her preſent Situation with a Chearful- 


neſs that was very near Content, when an Acci- 


dent befel. Mr. Marſpball, that gave her great Un- 


eaſineſs. 


After having ſpent one Evening with her. at her 


Maſter's, or rather. her Miſtreſs's Houſe, he was 


1 


204 The His Tory df i 
in his Return Home attacked in a very rough 
Manner, by a Fellow whom he took to be a 
Street-Robber : he was going to deliver what he 
had about him; but the Man told him, that it 
was not his 3 he wanted, but inſiſted on 

knowing what Buſmeſs he had ſo often at that 
SGentleman's Houſe, meaning the Captain's, which 
he was but juſt come from. The Impudence of 
the Queſtion exaſperated Mr. Marſball beyond 


Prudence, and he attempted to chaſtiſe the Fel- 


low with his Cane; but as this was an Exerciſe 
he was but little uſed to, the Porter got the better 
- the Gentleman, and he was moſt horridly maul- 
ed. | e 1 

When the Scuffle was over, the Victor with 
great Kindneſs invited the Vanquiſhed to take 
Part of a Pot, which after ſome Heſitation, he ac- 
cepted, partly from a Motive of Curioſity, that 
he might learn the Reaſon of the Fellow's Imper- 
tinence, and partly that his Reſentment might 
not. appear of a higher Order than his ſeeming 
Station. +, on 1 
They went therefore to a neighbouring Ale- 
houſe, and here, by Force of Liquor, he learnt 
all he wanted to know, and found that the Man 
had watched him by the Orders of his. Maſter ; 
but the Fellow could by no Means be prevailed on 
to tell who his Maſter was; he only ſaid that he 
Was plaguy rich, and he believed he might ven- 
ture to promiſe him a good Deal of Smart-Money, 

if he would give his Word never to go to that 
Houſe again. FFF 

Mr. Marſball peremptorily refuſed any ſuch mean 
Compliarce,, and by Degrees learnt frorh the Fel-. 
low, that there was a bandſome Laſs in the Caſe, 
Who, he believed, had once lived with his N ä 


* 
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This the Man fooliſhly thought he might ſafely 
diſcover, without any Danger of diſcovering the 
Perſon who employed him; but Mr Marſball. 
needed no other Information to affure him, that 
his Maſter muſt be his Couſin Glanville, There- 
fore ſhaking Hands with the Porter, and ſuffering 
him, at his Requeſt, to pay the Reckoning, h 
took his Leave, and made the beſt of his Way 
Home. ; POE > 8 FE Fr 
Netwithſtanding the Addrefs with which Mr. Mar- 
ſhall had prevented the Fellow's entertaining the 
| leaſt Suſpicion of his being any other than what 
his Livery Frock was deſigned to make him ap- 
pear, this Diſcovery at firſt filled him with a very 
warm Reſentment again his Couſin ; but ſoon re- 
collecting, that tho? he had been beaten, he him- 
ſelf had been the Aggreſſor, ſince the Porter had 
no Intention. to. ſtrike him, till he himſelf began 
the Aſſault, he reſolved to bridle his Temper, 


and take no Notice of what had paſſed. And ths | 


Conduct appeared the more eligible, as he had 
Reaſon to dread, that if his Diſguiſe was ſeen 
thro', his Couſin would, out ef Revenge for his 
being the favoured Lover, acquaint his Mother 
and Grandfather with his Intrigue. Influenced 
by this Fear, he forbore his Viſits for ſome Time, 
that he might, if poſſible, tire out the Patience 
of thoſe he had Reaſon to believe would ſtill 
watch his Footſteps : But left his Miſtreſs ſhould 
ſuſpect his Fidelity, he ſent her a Letter by a 
Perſon who had 3 to wait about the Door 
till he could ſee her ; for, favoured as he was, ne 

knew not how to direct to her by any other than 
her Chriſtian Name. On his once aſking her if 
ſhe had any Relations living, ſhe burſt into a, vio- 
lent Flood of Tears, and ſhewed ſo many Signs of 
Uneaſineſs, that the tender Lover choſe rather to 
| Ks | _ repreſs 
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repreſs bis Curioſity, than give Pain to a Heart 
that was ſo infinitely dear to me. This joined to 


another. Reaſon, that may perhaps appear in the 
Courſe of this Work, kept him in Ignorance, and 
ſhe herſelf obſtinately perfiſted in not anſwering his 
Letters, leſt ſhe ſhould be obliged to ſign a Name, 
which, on Account of the Cruelty that had been 
practiced 'on her infant Years, ſhe conſidered as a 


Term of Reproach,. which ſet before her the ſup- 


| poſed Infamy ef her Birth, and which ſhe weakly 


| — ht might convey the ſame Idea to all who - 
Mr. Marſhall's Meſſenger: gave her the follow- - 


ing Billet. 
: Dear Br T'SY-- 


6e 


© lative 'Fenderneſs.-. I know it will be an Addi-- 


tion to my own Bliſs, bleſſed as your Poſſeſſion + 
would make me, to have my Mother .approve - 
aur Union: And I hope I don't deceive myſelf, _ 
* when L imagine my deareſt Girl eſteems what- 
ever promotes my Happineſs as an Increaſe of 
* her-@wn.; but I would not have my Pain * . 


5 n . : NE” 
UE EPFL TRI IT TIER Ik ß, r 


N ugly Affair . hinders my ſpending the 
© £9 happy Hours with my charming Girl for 
< forve Time. Mr. Glazvitle has by ſome Means 
got Natice where you are, and has hired a Fel- 
© Jew to dog me. If I am found out, my Mo- 
© ther will certainty be told of our Leve, which, 
Di poſſible, L would conceal from her, till I have 
| prepared her for the Diſcovery, and till our Fa- 
milly Affairs are ſettled more to my Satisfaction. 
© F would. fain ſhew the Sincerity of my Affection 
* by my Endeaveurs- to make my lovely Maid 
* laſtingly happy, not only in conjugat, but in re- 
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the ſame Effect, when I tell you, that Mr. 
*©: Glanville's Spy has duſted my. Livery Frock, and 

» bang'd Mr. William ſoundly, which I. took, for 

Fear of a Diſcaxery, with as much paſſive Sub- 

6. miſſion. as. any Gentleman of my Cloth does the 

_ * paſſionate Drubbing of a generous. Maſter, and-- 

_ *-afterwards made up the Affair at the Ale-houſe, 

here I learnt who was his Employer. I am 
too ſenſible of the Force of your Charms, not 
* to forgive my Couſin this ti fication, and 

© think it but a trifling Debaſement while F am 

6 in the Poſſeſſion of your Heart, and can, with- 

out Fear of his rivalling me in your Efteem, 
Lan Eſteem that, in Spite of all accidental Aduan- 

a tages of Fortune, does me real Honour. 


v ſfubſeribe myſelf eternally yours 
5 „W. Maxs ALL 


Mr. Marſhall was longer abſent than he him- 
{df intended; for he was ebliged to wait on his 
Mother. to his "Grand-father's Country-houſe, 
where the old Gentleman was taken ill ; but this 
he apprized her of by a Note, which ſerved to 
prevent the Uneaſineſs ſhe would otherwiſe have 
felt. on this Occaſion. . „ = 
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CHAP. XU. 


Betty. Miſtreſs applied ts FO Rehef, 50 "REL 
Daugh;er, ub i erdered- to * en out 
Doors. © | 


| ETTY was one Day waiting on her Mi. 
| treſs, when, to her great Surprize, ſhe ſaw 
the young Woman who had accompanied her to 
Vaux-ball, come into the Dining-room. She had 
| now loſt both her Beauty, that Glow of Vanity, 
and thoſe Airs which were then exerted from a 
Deſire of enſnaring every. Beholder. In ſhort, her 
Perſon and Behaviour were extremely altered, and* 
her Dreſs was remarkably mean and ſingular. She 
wore a ragged round-eared Cap, had no Apron, 
and was without Stays, Her Gown which had 
been made of a yellow Luteſtring, was ſo full of 
Stains, ſo ſpotted with Greaſe, and beſmeared with 
Grime, that it was difficult to diſcover its original 
Colour. It was rent in above a hundred Places: 
The Bottom was ſurrounded with Rags, ſome of 
which trailed on the Floor, and under each Arm 
might be ſeen a Kind of Purſe of dirty Linen, 
which appeared to be Part of a Shift, which, if one, 
might judge by its Appearance, had not. been off. 
her Back for Teveral Months. Her ſilk. Stockings, . 
though they hid been mended with Worſted of. 
various Colours, were out at the Heels: And her 
Shoes, which were of pink-coloured Silk, had a 
broad tarniſhed gold Lace; but the Heels being 
worn awry, the. hind Quarters almoſt touched the 
Ground: On one Foot, Part of the Silk had 


forſaken the Sole, and on the other, her little 9 
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| had eſcaped from the Reſt, and having ſlipped 
through a Hole, was expoſed naked to public 
View. 75 
This poor unhappy Wretch, with a pale and 

dejected Lock, addreſſed berſelf immediately to 
the Captain's Lady, and to the Aſtoniſhment of 
Betty Barnes, called her Mother, and pleaded for 
ſome Relief, with all the Tenderneſs and Humili- 
ty of a Child. But this obdurate Woman refuſed 

her the ſmalleſt Aſſiſtance; the told her, that the 
Infamy of her paſt Life had cut her off from the 
Hopes of ever being owned by her, and that flie 
would not harbour, or give the leaſt Support to ſo 
vile a Creature. 

The Cruelty of this Treatment made the unhap- 
Py Wretch ſay, as ſhe went, or rather was drove 
out of the Room; for her Mother had Barbarity 
enough to bid the Footman ſhut the Door on her; 
« If you, Madam, had been honeſt, I might have 
ſtill been innocent; and the poor Captain in his 
Senſes,” T his Speech did not eſcape the Servants, 
who none of them loved their Miftrefs, on Ac- 
count of her Negle& of her Huſband, whom ſhe 
ſeldom was at Leiſure to viſit. 

She was no ſooner out of the Room, than Betty, 
whoſe Heart was full, followed her, and, without 
ſpeaking a Word, flipped Half a Crown into her 
Hand, and immediately ran down Stairs, It was 
impoſſible, the Moment ſhe ſaw her, for her to 
avoid being ſtruck with ſuch a dreadful Reverſe of 
Fortune. She recolleQed the Gaiety of her for- 
mer Appearance, and comparing it with her pre- 
| fent Wretchednefs, could not help crying to her- 
ſelf, how dreadful are the Ways of Vice] however 
885 ſhe may be, ſhe — me to eſcape — 

God forgive her! 

Betty 
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Betty, on leaving her Miſtreſs, went down into 


the Kitchen, and was there praying for her more 


heartily, than ſhe, perhaps, had ever prayed for 


' herſelf, She never expected, and indeed did not 
deſire, to ſee again the unhappy Wretch ; but the 


Footman and: the other Maid, who had never ſeen 
| her before, had very different Sentiments. As 
People in a low Station are commonly glad to hear 


any Thing of their Superiors, that reduces them 


more to a Level with themſelves, they eagerly 
longed to learn from this young Woman, what it 
was ſhe hinted. at, that ſeemed ſo much to the Diſ- 
_ advantage of their Miſtreſs: to this End they in- 


vited her into the Kitchen, and ſhe accepted the 


Invitation, as much out of Spleen to her unkind 
Mother, as from her Neceſſity; for ſhe was in 
Want of almoſt every Comfort of Life. 8 
'The old Wretch, with whom ſhe had lived at 
the Time of Betty's knowing her, bad been fome 


Time dead, and as it commonly happens to 
thoſe who make a Trade of Vice, ſhe left not 


enough to pay her numerous Creditors. The poor 
Girl was therefore ſtripped of all, and to compleat 
her Misfortune, ſoon after fell into the Hand of 

ſtice, whoſe Mirmidons became blind like their 


iſtreſs, becauſe the unhappy young Creature had 


vothing left that was worth their beholding. 
While ſhe was kept at hard Labour, ſhe heard of 
the Afluence of her Mother, and reſolved to 
try her Compaſſion, as ſoon as ſhe ſhould be at 
Liberty, and this Interview was the Conſequence 
of her Reſolution. | 


None but Betty Barnes had the leaſt Notien of | 


ber being ſo nearly. related to their Lady; they 
therefore, without Ceremony, aſked her to par- 


take 
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take of what was in the Houſe, and by little Offers 
of Friendſhip, endeavoured to worm out of. her 
what ſhe knew. Betty, as ſhe was grown fatter, 
and was a good Deal altered, tho' not for the 
worſe, was not at all known to her; ſhe addreſſed 
herſelf to her as to the upper Servant, appealed to 
her, if her Lady was not extremely barbarous to 
refuſe to the only Child ſhe ſhould call her own, 
without confeffing, at leaſt to. herſelf, her Shame, 
a little out of what ſhe poſſeſſed, to ſupport Life. 
Betty modeſtly anſwered, that ſhe did not chuſe 
to fit in Judgment on the Faults of her Miſtreſs ; 
but if it was in her Power to ſerve herſelf, ſhe. 
would do it. with all her Heart, and adviſed her 
not to prevent all Poſſibility of a Reconcilement 
with her Lady, who, ſhe ſaid, had a Right to ex- 
pect from her, if ſhe was indeed her Daughter, a 

| Concealment of her Failings ; otherwiſe ſhe would 
| herſelf juſtify her Mother in her not admitting into 
the Family, one who would leſſen her Authority 
in it. The young Woman was too much exaſper- 
rated to liſten to this Advice, and, as ſome Sort of 
Revenge to her inhuman Parent, made the follow. 
ing Detail, which we ſhall referve for the Subject 
of the next Chapter. „ 


CHAP. 


_ The Hs „ 


Ml CH AP. XIII 
| The Hiſtory of Captain Milner and bis Lady. 


10 Y Mother's Father, tho? ſhe now, Thear - 


gives herſelf all the Airs of a fine Lady, 


kept a publick Houſe in St. Katharine s. When ſhe 


was very young, ſhe became acquainted with the 


Gentleman, who is now called her Huſband - he 
was then only Mate of a Ship, and as he expeQ- 
ed Preferment, and a Fortune from his Friends, 
was obliged to defer his Marriage for Fear of diſo- 


bliging them before he had obtained an Eftabliſh- 
"one. T2 = 
| © While he was gone a Voyage, my Mother, 

in Compliance with the Deſire of her Parents, 


married my Father. But the had not been his 


Wife above half a Year, before her old Lover re- 


turned; his Father was lately dead, and he had 


now in his own Poſſeſſion upwards of fifteen hun- 
dred Pounds, beſides his Poſt, which was that of. 


Lieutenant of a Man of War. He came to my 
Grand-father's with the utmoſt Joy, to lay this 


Fortune at his Miſtreſs's Feet, but there heard the 
dreadful News of her being engaged to ano- 
8 | | 


«© My Father was at this Time abſent, for he 


too followed. the Sea, tho' in an inferior Station; 
the enraged Lieutenant, from a Motive of Reſent- 


ment, watched inceſſantly till he at laſt obtained 


a Sight of my Mother, whom he called his perfidi- 


ous Miſtreſs, i To | 
© This Interview was attended with the moſt 


unhappy Conſequence ; for when the diſappointed 


Lover 
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Lover had raved away his Reſentment, Rage gave 
Place to Paſſions of a ſofter Kind, tho' not leſs de- 
ſtruive; it would have been happy for them both 
1f they had never met, or at leaſt, had never been 
reconciled. While my Father was abroad, which 
was near a Year, and in which Time I was born, 
the Lieutenant ſhared my Mother's Bed, and I have 
heard my Grand-mother, who brought me up, ſay, 
that they were ſo infatuated in Guilt, that when 
my Father ſent his Wife Word to meet him at 
Rocheſter, the Lover made the ſame Journey, tho? 
my Grand- mother, for Fear of ſome ſuch impru- 
dent Step, accompanied my Mother. But here 
the Care of her Daughter's Reputation had like to 
have coſt the good old Woman her Life; for on 
her going into the Chamber where my Mother 
lay, ſhe, to her great Surprize, found Mr. Milner 
in the ſame Bed: The guilty Pair were both a- 
ſleep, but on the Cry my Mother made, which 
was cauſed by her Fright ; for ſhe expected my 
Father every Moment, he awoke, and in a Tranſ- 
port of Fury at her, exclaiming againſt their Wick- 
edneſs, would have run her thro” the Body with 
his Sword,. had he not been reſtrained by my Mo- 
ther. But tho? ſhe ſtarted at Murder, ſhe. joined 
with her Lover in accuſing my Grand-mother as 
the Cauſe of her Guilt, by helping to force her to 
marry a Man ſhe could never love; but with how 
little Reaſon, her ſuture Conduct made ſufficiently 
8 5 5 

e Theſe mutual Upbraidings cauſed a mutual. 

Diflike which was never totally got over; my 
| Grand-mother left her Daughter, as ſhe was in- | 
deed aſhamed to ſee her Son-in-law, and when ſhe' 
came to Town, took me from the Nurſe where T 
Wo | Was 
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was placed, when my Mother went to meet her Huſ- 
r 1 | 
„My Mother made not the leaſt Enquiry after 
me for ſome Years; mean while my Father was 
the Dupe of her Artifices, and never ſuſpected her 
Fidelity, till once, on his coming Home, he found 
her big with Child, though he had been abſent 
fourteen Months. So flagrant a Proof of her Falſ- 
hood opened his Eyes, and he refuſed to live with 
her: yet at the ſame Time allowed her a Mainten- 
ance ; but died foon after he had made this Diſco- 
very. She now lived publickly with Mr. Miher, 
and had loſt all Senſe of Shame; but on his going 
again to Sea, my Mother im the Abſence of her 
Lover, who had by this Time obtained a Captain's 
Commiſſion, was weak; or rather wicked, enough, 
to enter voluntarily into a ſecond Engagement.” 
„This Proof of Levity weaned him from a Miſ- 
-  treſs who had in a great Meaſure diſſipated his 
. Subſtance, and eſtranged him from his Friends, to 
' reconcile himſelf to whom, he married a Lady who 
had a very large Fortune.” | 
In the firſt two Years of his Marriage, he 
was happy enough not to ſee my Mother ; but as 


the Extravagance of her ſecond Huſband had re- 


duced her to great Straits, ſhe loſt no Opportuni- 
ty that offered, to throw herſelf in his Way. The 
Miſery of a Perſon” whom he had once loved touch- 
ed his Heart, and he kindly relieved her Wants; 
but this was far from being all ſhe aimed at; ſhe 

found Means, to draw him to her Houſe, under 
Pretence of ſeeing his. Child, and ſhe there put 
every Artifice in Practice that could ſubdue his 
Reſolution. In ſhort, ſhe again procured by Infa- 
my a Life of Splendor, while the neglected er 
n ST pined 
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pined in Secret, and in a few Years fell a Sacrifice 


to the Cruelty and Coldneſs of a Huſband whom 


ſhe almoſt adored. The Death of' this Lady 
awaked the Captain from his Lethargy of Guilt, 


and my Mother was once more reduced to Indi- 


gence.” | | | 

My Grandmother dying ſuddenly, left me en- 
tirely without Subſiſtence; for my Mother, as 
her only Child, ſeized all, This cruel Parent 
took little or no Care of me; but I had the Mor- 


tification of ſeeing all the little Ornaments that 


my Grand-mother's Fondneſs had beſtowed on me, 


exchanged for trifles to humour my Brothey, her 
Son by the Captain. The little my Grand-mo- _ 

ther left, tho? it might 

have ſerved for a Support, was ſoon waſted, and 


'with good Munagement 


we were reduced to the utmoſt Wretchedneſs. Ne- 


glected and almoſt ſtarved at Home, I complyed 


with the Propoſal of a Woman whom I accident- 


of knowing to whom 
never ſeen her ſince till this Day... _ 


tally ſaw in the Street, to live with her, where I 


continued till the died; but I have fince been in 
very unhappy Circumftances. I was ſeveral Years 


without hearing of, or indeed enquiring about, 
my Mother; but I one Day ſaw her in ſuch 


a Condition as excited my Pity ; ſhe had Nothing 


to cover her but a few deſpicable Rags, and bore 
in her Countenance plain Marks of her Miſery. 
I ſent her a few Neceſſaries, and all the Money I 


could ſpare, without giving her the Mortification 
he was obliged, and I have 


bi 


A few Weeks ago I was told by one with whom 


ſhe was very intimate before her preſent Exalta- 
tion, tho' her, Acquaintance is but very little to 
her Credit, that the Captain, ſtruck with gs. 

| | or 
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for his Uſage to the beſt of Wives, and the other 
Enormities of his younger Years, was almoſt 
mad, and in a deſpairing Way, and that while he 
was in this Condition, he, by Chance, ſaw my 
Mother, He was going to Church, but a heavy 
Shower of Rain obliged him to ſtop over againſt 
the wretched Garret, where, unknown to him, 


- ſhe lodged, The Woman deſcribed her Poverty 


to me with every Circumſtance of Horror; ſhe 
was now turned of fifty, and the Hardſhips ſhe. had 
- ſuffered, made her ſeem much older; ſhe wore a 
tattered Gown, no Apron, and inſtead of a Hand- 
kerchief a Piece of old checked Linen, which 
hardly concealed her Want of a Shift. 
This was the Situation the Captain found her 
in when he followed his own Son, whom ſhe ſent 
to inform him where ſhe was. The Boy made 
pretty much the ſame Appearance, and was en- 
_ tirely forgot by his Father, My Mother, tho? ſhe 
had now no Charms to inſpire Love, had not loſt 
ber Cunning : She found by the Incoherence of 
this poor Gentleman's Diſcourſe, that he was out 
of his Senſes, and ſhe directly reſolved, if poſſible, 
to make his Misfortune contribute to her Advan- 
— BST F 
She pretended great Contrition for her paſt 
Sins, and agreed with him, that it muſt be a 
Judgment from Heaven for the Crimes they had 
both committed, that he ſhould deſpair of For- 
giveneſs in the next World, and that ſhe ſhould 
feel the Extremes, of Miſery in this; and in this 
firſt Viſn juſt Hinted, that there could be no 
Hope of Salvation for him, if he did not make 
ſome Reparation to thoſe he had injured : When 
the unhappy Man in a perfe&t Agony, cryed out 
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% my Wife ! my murdered Wife! how ſhall I 


make thee Reparation ?” This Exclamation at 
once convinced her, that ſhe had raiſed a Thought 


that it was her Intereſt to ſuppreſs, and therefore, 


for that Time, dropped the Subject. 


«& After this Interview, the Captain was con- 


tinually teazed by her, or Somebody from her, 


to allow her a Maintenance, and, as his tortu- 
ted Mind was ready to ſnach at the ſmalleſt Ap- 
pearance of Relief, he conſented, in Hopes that this 
Step would give ſome Eaſe to 'his wouſded Con- = 


ſcience, 
&« But her Ambition did not ſtop here : She was 


now in a Condition to appear Abroad, and the firſt 


Uſe ſhe made of her Ability to dreſs, was to en- 


deavour to gain to her Intereſt an intimate Ac- 
quaintance of the Captain's, in whoſe Houſe he 
| boarded. She told this Gentle woman a piteous 
Tale of her Sufferings, and her Sorrow for her 
paſt Faults, which, by the Way, ſhe as much 
as poſſible extenuated, while the poor miſerable 


Man was ready to acknowledge more Guilt 


than ſhe threw on him, tho' ſhe laid to his 


Charge all her own Crimes. 
« His frequently ſeeing my Mother had a 


very different Effect than what his Friends ho- 
ped for; he was now in a perfect Frenzy, 


and ſhe cunningly perſuaded his Landlady, that 


he never would be well if he ae not make _ 


his Wife. 


et of good-natur'd n tho? ſhe was 


far from liking one. of my Mother's CharaQer, 


| had fo much Regard for her Lodger, that ſhe 
mentioned it to him, in Hopes that it might 


12 The 


indeed have contributed to his Recovery. 
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The Captain, at firſt, ſtarted at the 
Thought, but on my Mother's employing one, 
who, by the Sanctity of his outward Behaviour, 
bad gained a Reputation for Piety, and by the 
frequent Repetition of the Words Grace and 
Faith, was looked on as one of Heaven's chief 
Favourites, to plead in her Behalf, ſhe gained 
ber Cauſe, and was actually married to him, 
when he was in a Condition that would have 
juſtified his Friend in confining him.” 
When ſhe had gained her Ends, I am inform 
ed, ſhe ſoon threw off the Maſk, and now lives 
in a voluptuous Riot, that muſt quickly waſte the 
Wealth ſhe has ſo unjuſtifiably got into her Poſ- 
ſeſſion : But I ſhould have told you, that ſhe had 
been married but a few Weeks before ſhe found 
Means to get the Adminiſtration of the Captain's 
Affairs into her own Hands, on Account of his Lu- 
nacy, tho? a Brother of his ſtrove in vain to ſet a- 
| fide the Marriage from the ſame Plea, and there 
can be no other Reaſon given for his Want of Suc- 
| ceſs, but that the Man was poor.” 1 
This Relation, as it was attended with many 
Circumſtances of Mortification to the Captain's 
Wife, did nat fail of getting Air, from the tat- 
ling Diſpoſition of the Servants, who had two. 
ſtrong Motives to talk, Pity to their unhappy Maſ- 
ter, and a Contempt of their Miſtreſs, who had, 


buy her Airs of Arrogance, rendered herſelf extreme- 


ly ridiculous., Beſides theſe, they had a third In- 

ducement, which they did not think fit to acknow- 

ledge, and which, it was highly probable, was 

| more powerful than either of the former; this was 

. a ſtrange Kind of Fondneſs for hearing n 
BE | 5 5 talk, 
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talk, an entire Ignorance of every Subject fit for 
Converſation. From hence it happened, that as 
they had been accuſtomed to harangue on the Vi- 
ces and Follies of all the Maſters and Miſtreſſes 
with whom they had lived, 'tis no Wonder that 
they greedily ſeized this Opportunity of diſplay- 
ing their Eloquence at their Miſtreſs's Ex- 
pence, and that the above Story ſpread like 
." Wile-fire. - - 5 5 . 
The many groſs Affronts Mrs, Milner received, 
after this Relation came to the Ears of the Publick, 
determined her to remove into the Country, and 
that ſhe might not have any about her who 
knew her former Circumſtances, ſhe reſolved to 
make an entire Change among her Servants. 

This Reſolution was ſo ſuddenly put in Ex- 
ecution, that Betty had not Time to acquaint 
her Lover ith her going, before ſhe. was diſ- 
charged, DE. i | 
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